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Editorial

The subject of crimes in the
Holocaust, the responsibility
for committing them and the
ways to remember, remind
and commemorate, runs like
a common thread through
the articles and photographs
in this newspaper. This is the
main issue we are dealing
with in the context of the 77th
liberation day of the Bergen-Belsen camp.

Dear friends,

Starting with the cover photo, which shows the inscription
“Remember what the Nazi Amalek did to you”’, imprinted
on the wall of Bergen-Belsen survivors organization
in Tel Aviv, by the founders, our parents. We grew up
with it as children and now we are looking for the best
way to apply it as adults. Through “Memory in the
Living Room’ - Belsen survivors telling their stories as
witnesses; Through an article by Eli Wiesel, who visited
Bergen-Belsen in 1965 with a delegation of the camp
survivors and wondered if someone would remember;
Through the speech of Bernd Busemann, Vice President
of Niedersachsen’s Landtag, at the recent memorial
at Bergen-Belsen site on May 8, 2022; Through the
projects reported by Dr. Elke Gryglewski, Director of
the Foundation for Memorial Sites in Niedersachsen;
Through the legacy of the late Ariel Yahalomi, former
chairman of the organization; Through the Liberation
Day celebrations we held in Israel; and finally the
back cover displaying photos from the Liberation Day
ceremonies in Bergen-Belsen in Germany.

“We have the privilege of still being able to hear from the
survivors themselves. This gives us a responsibility to pass
on their stories to later generations. At the same time,
we know that we will need new forms of remembrance
in the future. It is more important than ever to have a
memory culture that is not frozen in rituals and formulas,
but that makes the crimes that were committed and
the fates of the persecuted cognitively and emotionally
comprehensible for future generations as well. Knowing
the facts is essential for grappling with the past.” (Bernd
Busemann)

The concrete existence and maintenance of the sites
make it impossible to deny what happened. Memorial
sites remind people of Nazi crimes. It is our job to find
the right tools and means to appeal to the hearts of
future generations and especially to the youth, in order
to warn that this will not happen again in the future.
They must understand that the torch of remembrance is
passed from generation to generation - now it is their
turn. This is the main issue that concerns the members of
our organization today.

Jochi Ritz-Olewski
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HISTORY IN BERGEN- BELSEN ORGANIZATION IN ISRAEL:

JOCHI RITZ-OLEWSKI, BORN IN BERGEN-BELSEN,
ELECTED CHAIR OF THE ORGANIZATION

For the first time in the history of Bergen-Belsen Sherit
Hapleta Organization in Israel and since its establishment
in 1950, a woman has been appointed to head it. She
was even born in the Bergen-Belsen DP camp. Jochi
Ritz-Olewski replaces former Chairman Shraga Milstein
as of 1 January 2022.

Jochi is now the chair of this organization, the largest of
its kind in the world, and certainly in Israel. This active
organization numbers about 540 members, who include
first generation of the survivors, and members of the
second, third and fourth generations.

Jochi is also the editor-in-chief of the organization’s
international journal — “Our Voice”, which is distributed
all over the world.

Jochi [Jochevet] Ritz [Olewski] was born in Bergen-
Belsen, DP Camp, Germany, on March 1947. She
immigrated to Israel in April 1949 with her parents.
Jochi is the daughter of Holocaust survivors who were
liberated in Bergen-Belsen: Rachela Zelmanowicz-
Olewski — who played the mandolin in the women’s
orchestra in Auschwitz; and Rafael Olewski — a survivor
of Buna-Auschwitz, one of the top leaders of Bergen-
Belsen survivors, member of the Jewish Central
Committee of the DP camp, founder and mythological
Chairman of Bergen-Belsen Survivors Organization in
Israel; journalist and author.

Jochi’s uncles were Dov Zelmanowicz, commander of
Beitar movement in Bendin, Poland, who was murdered
after taking part in the Sonderkomando’s revolt in
Auschwitz; And Rabbi Israel-Moshe Olewski, “The
Celler Rabbi”’, who reconstructed the religious life of the
Jewish Community of Celle (near Hannover), Germany,
after the holocaust.

Jochihasan M.A. in Public Management Administration,
and B.A. in English Literature & French Culture, plus a
teaching certificate in these languages.

After working for a few years at the Technion as
Coordinator of Pre-academic Studies, she was Vice-
Dean of Academic Studies at the Open University until
she retired in 2014. Jochi lives in Ra’anana, Israel, has
3 children and 8 grand-children. For 51 years she was
married to Odded, a brilliant Hi-Tech expert of Computer
Science, who passed away in 2020.

Jochi Ritz serves voluntarily as the Chair of the
Organization and is also a member of the International
Board of Niedersachsen Memorials Foundation [Stiftung
niedersaechsische Gedenkstaettenl.

Onthe Board of the Bergen-Belsen Survivors Organization
in Israel are 5 women out of 8 members — all work
voluntarily.
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Bergen-Belsen Organization huilds bridges and connections

Minister Thumler visits Israel

Bjorn Thiimler, Minister of Science and Culture of Lower
Saxony, visited Israel with his staff and a number of
Landtag members, at the end of March 2022. Michael
Fuerst, President of the Jewish communities in Lower
Saxony accompanied him.

Minister Thimler demanded to
include in his schedule in Israel
a meeting with representatives
of the Israeli Bergen-Belsen
survivors’ Organization.
Indeed, such a meeting took

place in an intimate and
friendly atmosphere.

Thimler, 51, married to
Christina and father of

teenage Antonia, turned out
to be a hearty and curious
person. He spoke at length
with the organization’s former
chairman, Shraga Milstein and
his wife Ruth, and with current
chair Jochi Ritz-Olewski.

G
The generation of survivors
was represented in  the
conversation by our dedicated
friend Martha Flatto-Ladany,
who told about her experiences
during the Holocaust. Arie
OIewski, spokesman and member of the Organization’s
Board, who took part in the meeting, was busy in building
bridges and connections with the representatives of the

Minister’s office.

Also sitting at the
table were the director
of the  Minister’s
Office, the young
and energetic Moritz
Diitemeyer, as well as
the Science Attaché at
the German Embassy
in Israel, Ms. Barbara
Seimetz. Both showed
great interest in the
organization.

The meeting ended
with  promises  of
cooperation between
the Minister’s Office
and the organization
in Israel.

SP027IN-Y DI ,1INI10

Thiimler, Jochi Ritz-0
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from right: Arie Olewski, Michael Fiirst, Shraga Milstein, Minister Bjorn

lewski, Ruth Ginegar-Milstein and two Landtag members
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Yehudit Bareket

My mother Esther Weisfeiler is very active in
commemorating the Holocaust. This year she lectured
at the Tel Nof Air Force Camp, and at “Memory in the
Living Room” events in Gedera, at her granddaughters’
school. Here is a picture from the Rotary Club event.
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DebbieMorag

“Memory in the living room” at EverC company with
the story of the survival of my father, Israel (Srulke)
Szpeisman.
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Uri Zanco

I had the privilege of organizing a *Memory in the Living
Room” event for the girls and youth of the “Friedman
House for Success and Leadership” in Raanana, in
cooperation with the She’erit HaPleita Organization
Bergen-Belsen. Shraga Milstein, former chairman of
the organization, who was liberated from Bergen-Belsen
at the age of 12, volunteered to tell these youngsters
his personal story. Our generation, which still has the
opportunity to hear live testimony from the Holocaust,
has a sacred duty to be exposed to the testimonies of the
survivors, to listen to their stories and to tell the story to
future generations, as well.

To me, the Holocaust, and the subsequent establishment
of the State of Israel and the Aliyah (immigration) of the
Jews from exile, is the modern story of the exodus from
Egypt. Just as we are commanded to read the Passover
Haggadah and tell the story of the our ancient people’s
Exodus, so we must keep telling over and over the story
of the Holocaust and realize how much our Independence
today as people and as a state is not to be taken for
granted and how much we must preserve the State of
Israel.
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Members of Bergen-Belsen Survivors Organization in Israel
participate in “Memory in the Living Room’’ 2022
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Martha FIattcl)-Ladany

Pictures from one of two “Memory in the living room”
sessions I’ve done so far this year.
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Anat Rivlin

I’ve told the story of my father and his family to the staff
of Tel Aviv Ran (Regional Community Support Center of
Rehovot and Ness Ziona) of the Ministry of Education.
My father, the late Bezalel Kadmon (then Sigurd
Kaufman) arrived in Bergen-Belsen on 1 August, 1944
and left the camp on the “'Lost Train” on April 7, 1945.
He and his younger brother Moishe (then Norbert
Kaufman) survived.

I’'m enclosing a picture in which I’'m telling my father’s
story for the first time.
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For several years now, I have been participating in the
“Memory in the Living Room’ project, where I tell my
parents’ story - “The Story of the Trains”: the story of
train travel across Ukraine and the Soviet Union, on
an escape from the Germans. This year on the eve of
Holocaust Remembrance Day, I was invited to the Twig
family home, a young couple with 3 little girls, parents,
siblings, sisters and a number of friends. My testimony
is accompanied by a presentation. My parents’ journey
with their two daughters ends in the Edmont DP camps
in Austria, followed by Bergen-Belsen. Guests asked
questions and asked for more details and stories. The
dialogue that developed at the end of the evening was
very interesting. The next day on Holocaust Day, I was
invited to the Zap company. The company’s employees
are mostly young people who listened to my personal
story, which was concentrated in my childhood years in
the Bergen-Belsen DP camp. I arrived in Bergen-Belsen
at the end of 1946 at the age of two, and we were in
the camp until the spring of 1949. My stories are based
on pictures taken there and my parents’ stories. In my
testimony I emphasized the willpower of my parents to
continue to struggle to establish a new life.
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of liberation

Arie Olewski

On May 8, 2022, the traditional ceremony was held at
the site of the former camp in Germany to mark the 77th
anniversary of the liberation from Bergen-Belsen. This
year the ceremony was not open to the public and was
attended only by officials including the Vice President of
the Landtag in Lower Saxony and a dear friend of our
organization Bernd Busemann, the Minister of Education
Grant Hendrik Tonne, the President of the Jewish
Communities Michael Fiirst, the Director of the Memorial
Foundation Dr. Elke Griglewski, the new Chairman of
the International Council of Memorial Sites in Lower
Saxony our friend Menachem Rosensaft, and other
representatives of the International Council, including
myself — representing Bergen-Belsen organization in
Israel - and my youngest daughter Noa Olewski, who
represented the third generation from Israel.

The names of the survivors who passed away last year
in Israel and around the world were read to the public.
We put wreathes on behalf of the Bergen-Belsen Israeli
Organization at the main statue and at the Jewish
monument, where Menachem Rosensaft gave a moving
speech and then we said “Kaddish’ in public.
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On March 11, 2022, we held a special meeting on the
occasion of the visit to Israel of Dr. Elke Gryglewski,
the new CEO of the Niedersachsen Memorial Sites
Foundation and the Bergen-
Belsen Memorial Site. She came
to Israel especially to meet the
members of our organization
and talk to us personally.
She was accompanied by her
husband Marcus. A day before
the general meeting, we had an |
intimate personal meeting with
our Board giving us a chance
to know each other and discuss
important mutual issues.

Elke Gryglewski, originally a
specialist in education, turned
out to be a modest, warm and
smart woman. She explained to
the dozens members, who filled
the Alexander center at the Tel
Aviv. Museum, about her role
and activities, and expressed her
sincere intentions to listen to us
and cooperate with us.

The meeting was fascinating §
and extremely interesting
and captured the hearts of all
participants; when we talk about
“talking at eye level”’, we refer to such a meeting. It was
very cold and windy outside, but inside the hall it was
literally hot because of the sensitive and moving words
said by Dr. Gryglewski and of all our members, including
2nd, 3rd and 4th generations.

Although Elke can chat a little in Hebrew — from the
time when she volunteered in Israel as part of a German
organization - she spoke in English, and a skilled
translator translated simultaneously to her and to the
public.

It turns out that us, the families of the survivors, as well
as Dr. Gryglewski and her staff in Germany, are debating
on the issue of preserving the memory of the Holocaust
in the perspective of time. That is, how to preserve the
memory so to keep it relevant and up to date today, at a
distance of time, which naturally will expand further.

In the fascinating meeting, interesting ideas were raised
regarding the joint activities of the organization and the
foundation in the future. Among the ideas that came
up: translation of books written by the first and second
generations and their distribution so that they would be
accessible in Hebrew, German and English; Adapting
memory values to the younger generation by making
content accessible through digital channels; Expanding
the participation of the organization’s members in
projects such as “Memory in the Living Room’” (Rachel
Rubin and Shraga Milstein have done so on behalf of
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the organization); Conducting workshops teaching the
next generations how to tell a personal story from the
Holocaust in first person.

Our members of the first
generation Pnina Raber,
'~ Yocheved Rosenblum, Rachel
Rubin,  Esther  Weissfieler,
Hannah Shofar and Martha
Flatto-Ladany honored us with
their presence and their moving
words. It was very important
to listen to the second, third
and fourth generations, who
suggested how to approach the
subject of keeping the memory,
in “a language’” and means
which would appeal to the
younger generations.

The delicious catering for Purim
completed the event. Thanks
to our friend Itzik Rubin for
the photos he presented on the
organization’s Facebook page.
We thank everyone who came
| from distant parts of the country
to honor the guest and us.

Here are two immediate

responses:

“Jochi, Arie, Tammy and the organizing members. It was
an exciting and constructive meeting. Thank you very
much from Yossi and Riki Wolfowitz-Zeevi.”

“[t was an interesting and unusually
conference. Gabi Ron.”

important

The organization’s board intends to offer interesting and
challenging content for future meetings, trying to address
and answer to the variety of ages of participants. We look
forward to more members coming to the next meetings,
and are willing to hear ideas also from members who
were unable to attend.
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Festive gathering to mark the 77th anniversary
of the liberation of Bergen-Belsen

Sarah Golandsky

Every year we solemnly celebrate the happy day of liberation of Bergen-Belsen concentration
camp at the end of 6 years of horror of the Holocaust.

Covid 19, which befell us and the whole world, prevented us from meeting; therefore this year’s
gathering was expected to be extremely special.

120 members of the organization and their families came again from all over, for a meeting that
was all about friendship, brotherhood, joy and personal memories, emphasizing the importance
of passing on the memory to future generations.

The meeting took place at the "MANNU” Museum - the Museum of the Jewish
People for Jewish Culture and Art, which tells the story of the Jewish people in
a unique and inspiring way by means of exhibitions, lectures, touchable screens
which make the visitor part of the story and more. We choose this location on
purpose particularly this time: The concept of this museum and its connection
to the history of the Jewish people emphasizes strongly the connection of the
survivors of the Holocaust and their Resurrection, to the Jewish history.

Grandparents, parents, children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren - camp
survivors and their descendants gathered at the museum as an overwhelming
response to those who wanted to destroy us: the people of Israel live and exist in
Israel and in the Diaspora.

After a tour in the museum, where
everyone felt a desire to look once again
into all the exhibits, the ceremonial part
of our meeting began. We were all seated around
tables set beautifully and fine refreshments.

Jochi Ritz-Olewski, chair of the organization, opened
with greetings to those present and a review of our
recent activities. Afterwards we had our traditional
lightening of 6 candles on behalf of the 6 millions
perished. Jochevet Rosenblum, Pnina Raber,
Prof. Shaul Ladany and Lola Berman lit the first
4 candles. 1 was honored to light the 5th candle:
Sarah Golandsky, daughter of Zippora and Chaim
Posloshny, whose memory is blessed, second generation, born at Bergen-Belsen DP camp.

The third generation lighted a sixth candle, represented by Inbar Almagor, daughter of our
friend Tamar Gilboa and grand-daughter of Zeev Fishler.

Everybody was listening with great attention and interest, to the stories of Prof. Shaul Ladani,
Pnina Raber, Lola Berman and Aharon Reich of their memories from their stay in the terrible
camp as human shadows, sick and hungry, until they were liberated by the British, and finally
restored their lives among their families in Israel. Mika Vezler, daughter of Helena Hamermash,
survivor of Bergen-Belsen, told the story of her mother and quoted from her
book, issued recently.

Ita Asif gave the last
survivors’ testimonies.
Her story was recorded
by a German journalist. A
Canadian TV crew was also
present and photographed
Prof. Shaul Ladni.
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Ariel Yahalomi 1923-2022 m%a Hxx

Ariel Yahalomi passed away on June 23, 2022, 98 years
old.

He was born as Arthur Dimant in 1923 in Zawiercze,
Poland. At the age of 16 and he was sent to the first labor
camp, then to three other camps until the summer of
1940, when he was wounded and sent back to Zawiercze.
He worked in an iron factory in the ghetto until August
1943, when the ghetto was liquidated and the Jews were
sent to Auschwitz-Birkenau. After the selection, “his new
name’’ was tattooed on his arm - 139948. His parents
perished there. He was at the Krupp factory until January
1945. He set out for the death march to Gross-Rosen and
was transferred by train to Buchenwald, and to Dora-
Mittelbau camp and from there to Bergen-Belsen, where
he was liberated on April 15, 1945.

In 1946, he immigrated to Palestine under the British
Mandate. Atlit became his 12th camp, again behind
barbed wire fences.

In 2006 Ariel was elected chairman of Bergen-Belsen
Israel organization. He was a dedicated and warm, active
and caring man, who worked for the organization and its
goals wisely, assertively and diligently. He was always
attentive and kind in the respectful Polish old style.

Ariel was CEO of Magen David Israel and also a member
of the board of Zaglembie Association. For years he
guided Israelis on trips to Poland. He was active in the
preparation of the list of gravestones documented in the
cemetery of Zawiercze.

As chairman of Bergen-Belsen organization in Israel, he
was privileged to read the first generation’s declaration
given in Berlin, in which, in a historic and moving
ceremony, Holocaust survivors transferred to the second
generation the responsibility for preserving the memory
and commemorate the Holocaust.

Yahalomi said: “For us, the survivors, who were at the
lowest level of hell- Bergen-Belsen camp - it was a revival
to return to another life in a free and new world. Some
of us, survivors, are active in giving lectures and writing
memoirs about those terrible days. We feel it is our duty
to the future generations, to warn of the possible dangers
from regimes with extremist ideas, which may pose a
danger to future generations and human culture.”

At the festive event in December 2016, Ariel Yahalomi
announced his retirement due to his health condition.
All members parted with him in warm words, and Ariel
thanked everyone for their cooperation over the years.
He said he leaves behind, a dedicated team of volunteers
of board members, who have brought about a refreshing
change in the life of the organization. He received a
present: an elegant frame with a special stamp sheet,
issued for him, bearing his picture alongside the state
stamps.

Yahalomi wrote a book in Polish “I Survived”, which was
translated into English and distributed in many schools
and educational institutions in Europe.

He left a daughter, Anat Zoldan, and a son, Rafi Yahalomi
6 grandchildren, 7 great-grandchildren.
We will all miss him.
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My Mother’s Photograph

Menachem Rosensaft

What would you do when you get a message from the
past? What if it offered you an entirely new insight
into one of your parents, and into the greatest tragedy
to befall your people? And what if you keep wondering
whether that parent intended you to see that message,
now, almost a quarter century after her death?

This is not an abstract or philosophical question for me.

My mother, Dr. Hadassah Rosensaft, died on October 3,
1997. Twenty-four-and-a-half years later, almost to the
day, I saw for the first time a photograph of her taken in
the German city of Liineburg on September 22, 1945.
My mother — then Ada Bimko — was standing outside the
converted gymnasium where she testified before a British
military tribunal, known internationally as the Belsen
Trial, against the SS personnel and their functionaries
who had sadistically brutalized, tortured and murdered
Jews and others at Auschwitz and Bergen-Belsen.

This was five months after her liberation at Bergen-
Belsen, and a little more than two-and-a-half years before
I was born in the Belsen Displaced Persons camp.

In the photograph, a British soldier is holding her gently
by the elbow and looking down at her left forearm, where
the number 52406 had been tattooed upon her arrival
at Auschwitz-Birkenau on the night of August 3-4,
1943. She was one of 852 Jews of a transport of about
3,000 from her hometown of Sosnowiec, Poland, who
were sent into the camp. All the others, including my
mother’s parents, her first husband, and her five-and-a-
half-year-old son — my brother — were taken directly to
one of the Birkenau gas chambers, where they suffered
an agonizing death.

I inadvertently came across this photograph on the
internet while looking for the picture of one of the British
officers who had liberated Bergen-Belsen. Suddenly,
without warning, I was confronted with this image of my
mother that I had never seen before.

What struck me immediately was the relaxed, almost
serene expression on her face. Radiating dignity, she
is smiling self-confidently at the soldier with no hint of
bitterness, anger, anguish, or even sorrow. She is showing
him her number almost with pride. “This is who I am,”
she appears to be telling him. “This number is why I am
here to bear witness today.”

It had been less than 26 months since the watershed
moment when the number had been etched into her
arm, into her being. Twenty-six months that must have
seemed an eternity during which all she endured and
accomplished defied both imagination and the seemingly
possible.

She survived 15 months at Birkenau, followed by five
months at Bergen-Belsen. Because of her medical
training — she was a dental surgeon who had studied
medicine at the University of Nancy in France — she was
assigned to the Birkenau infirmary, where she is credited
with saving the lives of numerous women inmates by
performing rudimentary surgeries, camouflaging their
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wounds, and sending them on work detail to avoid the
selections for the gas chambers by SS doctors.

At Bergen-Belsen, my mother and a group of other
women inmates kept 149 Jewish children alive through
the bitter 1944-1945 winter, despite horrific conditions
and a raging typhus epidemic.

Immediately after
the liberation of
Bergen-Belsen  on
April 15, 1945,
Brigadier H. L. Glyn
Hughes, Deputy
Director of Medical |
Services of the
British Army of the
Rhine, appointed my
not yet 33-year-old
mother to organize
and head a group
of relatively able-
bodied doctors and
nurses among the
newly freed prisoners
to help care for
the thousands of
critically ill others.

For weeks on end,
she and her team of
28 doctors and 620
other volunteers,
only a few of them trained nurses, worked around the
clock alongside the British military personnel against
overwhelming odds to try to save as many of the survivors
as possible. Lt. Col. Mervyn Gonin, who commanded the
British 11th Light Field Ambulance unit, described my
mother as “the bravest woman I have ever known, who
worked miracles of care, kindness and healing with the
help of no medicines but the voice and discipline of a
Regimental Sergeant Major of the guards.”

Credit: Anthony Wallace/ANL/
Shutterstock

Just five months later, my mother was the principal
witness for the prosecution at the Belsen Trial. This is
when the photograph of the British soldier looking at her
Birkenau number was taken.

By all rights, she should have been overwhelmed by her
experiences. Instead, as this photograph makes clear,
she had retained her humanity, even a sense of humor,
that enabled her to smile as the soldier examined the
very symbol of what it had meant to be a Jew under Nazi
rule and to survive Nazi atrocities.

Discovering this photograph of my mother has been a
gift for me, perhaps from her. It is a reminder of her true
essence throughout the years of the Hitlerite inferno and
the decades that followed.

Menachem Z. Rosensaft is the associate executive vice
president and general counsel of the World Jewish
Congress and chairman of the Advisory Board of the
Lower Saxony Memorials Foundation. An earlier version
of this article was published in Haaretz
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rain could not stop us from walking through the camp,
now a historic site, a museum of sorts with monuments
and placards and inscriptions at the foot of innumerable
hills. “Here 10,000 people were buried.” “Here 5,000
people were buried.” Here 2,000, 1,700, 1,000, 500.
My feet refused to move forward so as not to tread on
corpses. Fifty to seventy thousand Jews died here. Every
so often a new mass grave is uncovered.

Somehow I felt that this would never end, that the war of
the living and the dead would stretch out here to the end
of time, along with the war of words and their meaning.

My glance fell on a placard and a peculiar feeling of
gratitude came over me. “Here a hundred and some
persons are buried”. Only a hundred and some. Thank
God. Suddenly I froze in horror. Had I gone mad? One
hundred Jews slaughtered here and all I could say was
“Thank God”? “If numbers are right, it proves that the
gods are wrong,” said a famous French novelist speaking
of the Holocaust.

Together with Norbert Wollheim, Shmayahu Bloch, the
Silbernicks, Jacob Birnbaum - all members of the Belsen
Committee - I wandered from grave to grave, from hill
to hill reading for the thousandth time the letters and
the data engraved on the placards. “They must not be
believed,” the survivors said repeatedly. “They must not
be accepted as facts; the numbers are lying.”

Of course they are. The Germans who set up these
tombstones were not overly concerned with truth or
facts. They chose to be “conservative’ in their estimates.
Likewise they conveniently chose not to mention what the
victims died of. One can find only with difficulty - if at
all - a sentence identifying the murderers. Perhaps future
generations will think that people died here of starvation,
plague, natural disasters.

Furthermore, who knows if in the future anyone will
come here to be confronted with the past? Will anything
remain of this place?

The surrounding scenery is breathtakingly beautiful.
In general the Germans showed a flair for romantic
expression, even in their atrocities. They always looked
upon death as an aesthetic, not an ethical, concept.
Thus, they sought to locate extermination camps in the
midst of the loveliest regions of their land. Buchenwald,
for example, was erected in the heart of the famous
Thiiringen Forest, unparalleled in its awesome splendor.

Who knows? Lovers might yet come here on Sundays
from nearby Hanover and Hamburg to stroll through the
broad paths of Bergen-Belsen, not one of them pausing
for a moment to say, “Here it is, here it was,” or “It
happened so and so many years ago.’”

According to the calendar, it was the month of July. Why
then was it so cold inside and without? Had the calendar,
too, gone mad?

We approached the last stop. We stood before the huge
memorial monument erected in memory of those who
perished in Belsen. Jews and non-Jews alike. Men of
stone facing words carved into stone. Words written in
all the known languages of the world - words in Russian,
French, Norwegian, Dutch, English, Yiddish, Hebrew. I
tried to read some of them but failed. Lines and signs
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blurred forming some unknown language spoken perhaps
only by the dead. Who knows, perhaps language itself
was buried here.

Shmayahu Bloch turned to me and said, ** You understand?
It is here.” I did not understand but I did know it was
there. Farther on, Itzhak Eisenberg was still saying no
to someone I could not see, to someone I will never see.
Behind him a woman bit her lips.

For a moment I was gripped with the fear that one of the
men would want to make a speech. No. No eulogies, no
parting words. AIl were silent, and it seemed that the
silence would never be broken, that no one would dare
remind the dead that some have remained alive.

How much time had passed since we first stood there
motionless and mute? Five minutes or twenty Years?
Both.

All were waiting for a sign. I lift my eyes up, toward
the clouds, as though seeking for Him who created the
world so that He might dwell in it as a lonely graveyard
keeper. But from above and below there came no voice,
no answer. The graveyard was there; only the keeper was
missing.

Finally, Josef Rosensaft stirred himself as though waking
from a nightmare and began to recite the Kaddish, in a
murmur. And no one responded, Amen. There was no one
to respond, Amen. All were orphans; all were sanctifying
His name. And perhaps the dead, too, recited the Kaddish,
so that they might not have to answer, Amen.

The rain poured down. The cold seared the body more
fiercely than before, freezing the heart and the memory.
We left the camp. No one uttered a word. We departed
from those who remained behind, from those who are
abandoned. We were silent as though ashamed, as though
we had sinned against them — against ourselves.

Yes, it happened twenty years ago. And there is nothing
to explain. And there is no one to understand.

Hadassah Magazine, September 1965
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The publication of the book ““The Night” in English
in 1960 led to a wave of public interest in the United
States in Holocaust survivor author Eli Wiesel, whose
contents first penetrated the souls of tens of thousands of
Holocaust survivors living in the United States. Wiesel,
who at the time was a representative and reporter for
Yedioth Ahronoth in the United States, slowly, and largely
thanks to his story, took his place in the American public
and became a major interviewee in everything related to
the Jewish world and the Holocaust in the written press
and on the coast-to-coast television and radio stations.
This fact was not hidden from Joseph-Yossel Rosensaft,
who headed the Bergen-Belsen survivors’ organization in
the United States. The personal ties between Wiesel, the
survivor of Auschwitz and Buchenwald, and Rosensaft,
the survivor of Bergen-Belsen, initially ran aground and
created hostility in Wiesel. But Sam Bloch straightened
things out and led Weisel to accept Rosensaft’s invitation
and join a delegation of survivors who visited the
Bergen-Belsen camp. After the visit, Wiesel published
his impressions in the Yedioth Ahronoth newspapet,
the Forward Yiddish newspaper and in the excellent
Hadassah magazine.

Dr. Joel Rappel, Founder and Director of Eli Wiesel
Archive

Elie Wiesel

Rain began to fall. The wind pierced us to the bone. But
we were unaware of the weather. Had the clouds been on
fire we would have paid no attention.

“Here it is,” someone said, but did not explain what was
here. No explanation was necessary. There was nothing
to explain and no one asking for answers. There was
nothing to understand here. No one to understand.

Shmayahu Bloch, who came from New York, looked
straight ahead. His face chalk white, his eyes seeing
things hidden from me. I wanted to ask him something
but I forgot what it was. It is just as well that I forgot.

Itzhak Eisenberg, who came from Detroit, wandered
ahead very slowly, searching for something or somebody,
perhaps for himself. He shook his head in disbelief or
in protest. To whom was he saying no? I do not know.
Perhaps it is just as well that I do not.

And there were their companions. Clara Silbernick of
Chicago remained motionless, weeping. General Glyn
Hughes, the camp’s liberator, gently touched his wife’s
arm as though asking, “Do you remember?’ Berl Laufer,
veteran Zionist from Toronto, who passed through eleven
concentration camps yet still retained his Hasidic faith in
all its strength and purity, led his young son to the small
cemetery. “Sometime I shall tell you about my brother,”
he said. His brother died a few days after the liberation
and was one of the first to be buried according to Jewish
ritual.

I had joined these people in Paris, where the group was
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organized. En route we talked, exchanged memories,
and grew closer. Yet, at one point I suddenly felt that
[ did not know them, that I had lost them somewhere
at an unknown crossroad. Here, at Bergen-Belsen, they
had reached their own horizon, their ultimate loneliness.
Here, on this rainy day, they had gone back twenty years
and at the same time had aged twenty years.

The skies grew increasingly menacing, and it seemed that
all roads led again to Bergen-Belsen, exactly as they did
then. But then the Jews were being led to slaughter. Now
they came condemned to life, as free men, pilgrims. From
near and far they came, from Brooklyn and Chicago, from
Argentina and Canada. It made no difference where they
came from. The laws of geography along with all other
human laws had been abolished in this place, just as they
were then, except that then Jews were forced to shed their
past and forget everything. Now they strove to remember.
Not even to remind others, simply to remember.

The party consisted of twenty people. It was headed

by Josef Rosensaft, president of the World Federation
of Bergen-Belsen Survivors. From Paris they flew to
Disseldorf, continued by train to Hanover, and from
there traveled by car to the memorial site.

Strange: once I thought that surely in this generation
not one Jew would be found who had not entered, if only
for an hour, the confines of a concentration camp. I was
wrong. Only those who came from there return there. The
others are afraid and prefer to fear from afar.

We were wet and cold and trembling - but what of it? The
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But the suitcases were unpacked and put in the attic or
in the basement. There were still reservations about the
future life in the country of the perpetrators, and many
of them, but one had come to terms in and with Germany
and was prepared to be insulted by foreign Jews that
one actually wanted to live in Germany, but it was also
certain that Jewish life would only endure in the larger
Jewish communities.

But we Jews live from miracles and this new miracle
begins in 1988; a miracle that is indirectly related to
German reunification. The leadership of the GDR had
invited the President of the World Jewish Congress, Edgar
Bronfman. Through him, trade relations with the USA
were to be taken to a new level. Between the GDR and
the USA, the most-favoured-nation clause in commercial
law otherwise agreed with other western countries did
not exist. The USA denied the GDR this important
clause in view of the fact that the GDR had rejected any
reparations and compensation payments with regard to
confiscated Jewish property. The GDR leadership now
believed that they could change something with the help
of the Jews. Bronfman was promised compensation
payments of 40 million Ostmarks, which were worthless
internationally, but what was much more significant
from today’s perspective was that 5,000 Soviet Russian
Jews could now move to the GDR, who for fear of the
right-wing Pamjat movement in the Soviet Union wanted
to leave their homeland. The events come thick and fast.
Parallel to the immigration of these refugees to the GDR
(there were perhaps two or three hundred Jews in the
GDR), came the time of reunification, the opening of the
German border, initially the so-called “Green Border”.
5,000 Soviet-Russian Jews noticed that there was no
longer any Jewish life in the GDR and they traveled
on to West Germany, mainly to Berlin, Hanover and
Nuremberg, which were the preferred cities due to their
location on the »Green Border«. And this is where this
“Jewish miracle’ begins. From 25,000 to 28,000 Jews
they became about 250,000 to date, because the 5,000
“new’” Jewish GDR citizens followed others, first in a
disorderly process, later in the orderly process of the so-
called “quota refugees”, a process that previously applied
to the refugees from Chile - because of the political
Persecution under Pinochet - and later applied to the
Vietnamese “Boat People” with 30,000 refugees. But
there was a very clear rule for Jewish associations: we
expected and were able to enforce that there would be no
contingent for the Soviet Russian refugees arriving. For
us, this was the sine qua non for communicating with the
state governments and the federal government. In Lower
Saxony we were one of the pioneers of these negotiations
with the state government at the time, and I remember
every single conversation in the Ministry of the Interior
or the Ministry for Federal Council Affairs.

This refugee movement, however, was clearly told not
to do with the so-called “Russian-Germans”. Jews
were not Russian-Germans; they were “Jews” and were
referred to as such in Russian domestic passports. In
percentage terms, Lower Saxony has benefited the most

from the existing municipalities in western Germany.
The approximately 500 members of the community have
since grown to around 8000 who have located themselves
in the Jewish communities. Three communities, two
of which could no longer have existed in the medium
term, became communities in Hanover, Osnabriick,
Braunschweig, Gottingen and Bickeburg, Hamelin,
Oldenburg, Detmenhorst, Hildesheim, Celle, Bad
Nenndorf, most of which - about 90 percent - composed
of members from the former Soviet Union. There are
orthodox communities, conservative-traditional, liberal
ones, there are the schools of the Chabad-Lubavitch
movement from New York, there is even a Sephardic
Bukharan community in Hanover, whose members come
from Bukhara (Uzbekistan) and have their own rite in
their synagogue.

In Germany, Hanover is the city with the greatest
Jewish diversity in the religious area with three Jewish
communities - one traditional-conservative with about
4500 members, the fifth largest community in Germany,
another liberal with about 600 members, a third
Sephardic-Bukharian with about 300 members and the
Chabad movement.

More Jews live in Hanover and Osnabriick today than
before 1933. They are an integral part of the respective
town society. As early as 1984, the state association
of the Jewish communities of Lower Saxony concluded
the first state treaty in Germany with a federal state,
which was followed by a large number of other state
associations, and this state association is a recognized
dialogue partner in politics and society. Judaism has
emerged again that can look to the future with great
confidence...

Indeed? Am I not thinking too positively? Yes, I'm a
positive thinker, but I wouldn’t call that optimistic.
Optimism it’s more a matter of feelings, but as a rational
thinker 1 see the further development of Jewish life in
Germany positively. We have a great potential of Jewish
children and adolescents that we can build on. The current
political situation in Germany worries me as a democrat,
less so than a Jew. There was always and everywhere anti-
Semitism, sometimes more, sometimes less, but I don’t
have to invoke anti-Semitism either, make it stronger
than it actually is through constant repetition. We have
excellent relationships with the other faith communities,
with the Palestinian community, with the Muslims. We
are serving in the German army, as well as in the state
parliaments; Jews are mayors and can be found in many
national and international institutions.

We’re no longer sitting on »packed suitcases«, but due
to the political situation in all countries we take the
opportunity to see where the empty suitcases are.

And what about the answer to my initial question?

I am German and Jew — depends on the context!

Source: Neues Archive fiir Niedersachsen,
Jidische Kultur in Niedersachsen, Wachholtz
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I am a German and a Jew

Michael Fiirst

President of Jewish communities
in Lower Saxony

The eternal question of the diaspora Jews about »\What
am I7«, a question that seemed existential even before
the Shoah, seems to me to be of great importance for the
relationship between Jews and Germany today: am I a
»German Jew« or am I a “ewish German’’? And what is
the difference, if there is one?

Today around 250,000 Jews live in Germany again. A
surprisingly high number considering the development
of Judaism after 1945 in the land of the perpetrators
and even worse in the land of the deeds. Leo Baeck, the
last major German rabbi to survive the Theresienstadt
concentration camp, rightly said that German Jewry,
German Jewry, would never exist again. Baeck, who was
the spiritual leader of the Jews in Germany, naturally
had in mind a devastated, annihilated Jewry. Numbers
were not yet discussed, but Baeck and a few others were
aware that the number of surviving German Jews was
infinitesimally small and could be counted on the hands.
Unless they had emigrated beforehand, they were Jews
who were married to a Christian spouse and therefore
escaped the National Socialists’ killing machine, such
as my grandmother Henni and her children. That was
more of a coincidence than planned by the National
Socialists.

It was the few who survived the concentration camps,
destroyed in their souls, or those who had emigrated
beforehand and were ready to return. German Jewry
actually no longer existed. The intellectual elite of the
Jews in Germany with their large number of Nobel Prize
winners no longer existed. Germany had not only lost
its Jews, no, Germany had amputated itself through the
extermination of the Jews. Those who were left were
those who had been lucky or had emigrated to North
or South America, Africa or to Israel, which was then
called Palestine, with a real premonition of what was to
come.

What Baeck naturally could not think of, were the
survivors in the DP camps, the so-called Displaced
Persons, survivors of the concentration camps alienated
from their homeland, who had survived Bergen-Belsen,
for example. The DP camp in Bergen-Belsen, today’s
Lower Saxony barracks, was the largest DP camp in
Germany, an almost independent small town with its
own mayor, its own administration and a hospital. This is
where the new life of the Jews in Germany began, mainly
composed of Polish Jews.

In today’s Lower Saxony, Jewish life developed very
quickly with the help of Jewish, especially American,
foreign organizations, especially in Hanover. Cities
such as Osnabriick, Braunschweig and individual small
towns were shaped by Jews who had returned to their
homeland.

Hanover was and has remained the largest Jewish

community shaping post-war Jewish life. The post-
war Jewish community initially consisted of a larger
Polish-Jewish community and the smaller German-
Jewish community. Very quickly these two communities
grew together. It wasn’t easy, because for the “German
Jews” the “Polish Jews” the so-called Stetl Jews,
whose parents, brothers, sisters and children had been
murdered in the same way, were rather alien. But the
clever ones in the German community, such as Norbert
Prager, the long-time chairman, prayer leader and cantor
of the later united Jewish community in Hanover, and
some of the other survivors, including my father Helmut
Fiirst sel. And, recognized the great Jewish potential
of this, theirs People who were snatched from their
homes and transplanted into an uncertain future, who
brought with them a Judaism
that German Jews had hardly
been able to experience, if at
all, since 1933. Furthermore,
the German Jews were more
German than Jewish anyway,
and the dglorified German-
Jewish symbiosis was more
German than Jewish and often
more forced than voluntary.

Up until 1988, around 25,000
to 28,000 Jews lived in West
Germany, the same number
all the time, in Lower Saxony
there were around 500 in
the three spatial districts of
Hanover (around 350 people),
Osnabriick (around 100 people) and Braunschweig
(around 50 People).

The Jewish communities in Braunschweig and Osnabriick
and places of similar size throughout West Germany were
doomed to die out not only in the long term, but in the
medium term. The death of a community leader meant
that this community would fall asleep if a successor was
not quickly found.

The few congregations of the size of Hanover and the
larger ones like Berlin, Frankfurt, Dusseldorf and Munich
had a congregational life that was more important than
their numbers suggest. One had survived and one lived out
one’s new life with much exuberant joy at balls and events
in the Jewish communities, which had a far-reaching
effect on the city society. The Jewish celebrations and
balls were the talk of the town in all cities because of
their exuberance, their joy and also the guests. But one
thing cannot be denied despite all the overflowing joy:
the Polish Jews in particular, whether they were already
naturalized or still provided with alien passports as so-
called “homeless foreigners’”, sat on “‘packed suitcases”
well into the 1980s. People believed that they were only
living in Germany for a limited time and that after their
children had finished school - families had started again,
many of the spouses had converted to Judaism - they
would emigrate to the USA or Israel.



against the dangers of totalitarianism in the present and
future. Encounters with her and other survivors were
and are especially valuable and have always moved me
personally. They bring home the suffering, horror and fear
of the people in the camps in an emotionally powerful
way and burn the memory of it especially deep in our
consciousness. Sadly, Dr Koch died this year. She is one
of the survivors we lost in the past year — we will hear
the names of others later on. We honour the memory of
all of them.

We have the privilege of still being able to hear from the
survivors themselves. This gives us a responsibility to pass
on their stories to later generations. At the same time,
we know that we will need new forms of remembrance
in the future. It is more important than ever to have a
memory culture that is not frozen in rituals and formulas,
but that makes the crimes that were committed and
the fates of the persecuted cognitively and emotionally
comprehensible for future generations as well. Knowing
the facts is essential for grappling with the past. It is
equally important to develop a sense of understanding
and compassion for what was done to individual people
and families. The ability to feel empathy for the victims is
important for acknowledging the suffering of the survivors
and their descendants, and it is also a critical requirement
for drawing conclusions from the past to apply to the
present. We want to continue to commemorate with our
hearts and our minds in the future.

The work of the Lower Saxony memorials is vital to the
future of remembrance. It is especially important not
least because the concrete existence of the sites makes it
impossible to deny what happened. The memorials remind
people of the crimes of the Nazis, they clarify, document
and raise awareness. Among other things, video interviews
have been and continue to be conducted with survivors
and other eyewitnesses. These are a valuable source for
academic, educational and museum work, and they are a
key component for future remembrance. They will make
it possible for future generations to trace people’s fates
and recognize the personality of individuals in the mass
of countless victims. This is one way of returning to the
victims some of the dignity that was deliberately stolen
by the National Socialists.

The commemoration ceremony in Bergen-Belsen is taking
place on a historically important date this year. On 8
May 1945, just a few days after the liberation of Bergen-
Belsen, the Allies conquered Nazi Germany. This brought
an end to the immediate suffering of countless people. The
8th of May gives us an opportunity to confront the crimes
of the Nazi period. The day of liberation was what made
it possible for us to live in freedom and democracy today.
In an age when groups on the extreme political right are
unacceptably trying to undermine the foundations of our
democratic state both outside and inside our parliaments,
this historical experience also obligates us to remember
and to defend democracy and human rights.
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The end of the tyranny in Germany brought the hope
of permanent peace on our continent. But to our great
dismay, war has returned to the centre of Europe after
77 years. It has brought appalling suffering, death and
destruction to Ukraine and forced millions of people to
flee from their homes — mainly women, children and older
people. The reported attacks on civilian targets and the
humanitarian disaster they have caused are unbearable.

We were particularly shocked by the death of Ukrainian
Holocaust survivor Boris Romantschenko. He died when
his home in Kharkiv was shelled. Boris Romantschenko
experienced terrible things as a young man. As a 16-
year-old he was transported to Dortmund by the German
military and forced to work underground. He tried to
escape but was caught. In January 1943, he was deported
to the Buchenwald concentration camp. He was also
imprisoned in Mittelbau-Dora and Bergen-Belsen. He
later dedicated himself to preserving the remembrance of
Nazi crimes. He was Vice President of the International
Committee of Buchenwald-Dora and its Subcamps for
Ukraine. It is deeply dismaying that, 77 years later,
Ukrainian survivors of the National Socialist dictatorship
are being killed in an illegal war of aggression and others
must once again fear for their lives.

The experience of our own liberation compels us not to
remain impassive in the face of the suffering and death of
people in Ukraine, but instead to do all we can to bring
an end to the violence.

I would like to thank the organizers of today’s events
for their sensitive approach to this extremely difficult
situation. They have ensured that this day will not be
misused for political propaganda and disinformation.
At the same time, we commemorate all victims of
Bergen-Belsen today, regardless of their origin. The day
of encounters and reflection after this commemoration
ceremony will be a suitable opportunity for grappling
with this difficult issue.

Even 77 years after the liberation of Bergen-Belsen,
hours of remembrance like these are extremely important
because they send a message. It is about creating a
society of tolerance, humanity and peaceful coexistence.
We must never again allow human rights to be trampled
and people to be persecuted and murdered because of
their religious or political convictions, their origins, their
sexual orientation or disabilities.

We must therefore remain alert and vigilant against
every form of extremism and totalitarianism, every form
of intolerance, antisemitism and xenophobia. What is
required today and in the future is the courage to speak
out and the willingness to take a decisive stand against
extremist tendencies from the outset. And we must do all
we can to bring an end to the war in Europe.

Thank you for your attention!
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Bernd Busemann

Vice President
of the Lower Saxony Parliament

I am honoured to be able to speak to you today at this
ceremony commemorating the 77th anniversary of the
liberation of the Bergen-Belsen concentration camp. I
also want to pass on greetings from the President of the
State Parliament, Dr Andretta, and the members of the
State Parliament of Lower Saxony.

Due to the ongoing coronavirus pandemic, we are
unfortunately only able to gather in a small group once
again this year. It is especially painful that the vast
majority of survivors cannot be here in Bergen-Belsen
today because of the risk of infection. I hope all the more
that they can join us digitally from around the world to
take part in this commemoration with us.

Britishsoldiers liberated the Bergen-Belsen concentration
camp on 15 April 1945. The pictures of the horrors that
the soldiers encountered were seen around the world.
They unleashed shock,
grief and rage. A
total of more than
52,000 women, men
and children died in
the Bergen-Belsen
concentration camp.
Even long after the
liberation, many
prisoners died from
the effects of the
hunger and diseases
in the camp. The
name Bergen-Belsen
came to symbolize
the terrible crimes in
the National Socialist g
concentration camps. Fet %
Today we remember %
the Jewish men and
women, the Sinti and
Roma, the people who
were sick and disabled,
the homosexuals and
political dissidents and everyone else who was considered
an opponent by the National Socialists. They were victims
of incomprehensible acts of violence, persecution and
murder. Around 20,000 prisoners of war, mostly from
the former Soviet Union, also died in Bergen-Belsen.
We commemorated them earlier at the POW Cemetery.
They were all amongst the millions of women, men and
children who fell victim to German crimes in the name
of an inhumane ideology. We know that nothing can ever
make up for the suffering inflicted upon these people. We
cannot undo what was done. But it was, is and always
will be our duty to keep alive the memory of the National
Socialist period. We must know about the terrible
deeds and acknowledge the victims in order to have the
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possibility of consciously creating a different present and
future. Although the sons and daughters of the post-war
generations bear no personal, individual guilt, we have a
responsibility to never forget.

As the events of the past grow more distant, remembrance
of them changes. There are now very few eyewitnesses
who can report on the horrors from their own experience.
The pictures and audio documentation of the completely
overcrowded and squalid camp that were recorded
by British photographers and camera teams after the
liberation keep the atrocities of Bergen-Belsen vivid in
our minds today. But no archive, no document, no film
and no history book can recount the painful experiences
the way survivors themselves can.

One of them was Dr. Yvonne Koch, who survived Bergen-
Belsen as a child. The daughter of a Jewish family in the
Slovakian part of what was then Czechoslovakia, she was
deported to Bergen-Belsen in 1944 at the age of ten. Dr
Koch did not consciously experience the liberation of the
camp because she was sick with typhus and in a coma.

But she survived and was found again by her parents after
the war. When she was over 70, she found the strength
to talk publicly about her experiences. She did this at
many events. She cared especially deeply about speaking
with young people. She eventually wrote a book about
her childhood memories. The title was taken from a pair
of mittens that a fellow prisoner in the Bergen-Belsen
concentration camp knitted for her. Yvonne Koch kept
these mittens all her life. Today they are in the exhibition
at the Memorial.

Yvonne Koch took part in many events here in Bergen-
Belsen and in the Lower Saxony State Parliament.
She recounted the inhumane conditions and incidents
in the National Socialist period and urgently warned

119w 21PN
2022 "I’

21 |1'7'A




mnyh 120 ,1192-1212 "1nenn 1% 11

The hero who liberated Bergen Belsen passed away at the age of 96

Bernard Levy was a 19-year-old corporal when he entered
the gates of Bergen-Belsen Nazi concentration camp in
April 1945. He was one of the few British Jewish soldiers
who liberated the Nazi concentration camps at the end of
World War II. This week he died at the age of 96.

Bernard Morris Levy was a 19-year-old corporal when
he entered Bergen-Belsen in northern Germany in
April 1945. He played a key role in the aid operation,
disinfecting survivors with disinfectants as they were
transferred from the camp. Overcrowding, famine
and poor sanitation made typhus, dysentery and other
diseases common throughout the camp, in which more
than 50,000 people perished. Among them, famous
Anne Frank and her sister Margot, deported from the
Netherlands, who stayed there between 1941 and 1945.
The British Army treated more than 60,000 survivors
upon their arrival and had to bury about 13,000 bodies.

Bernard was also responsible for examining Germans
suspected of war crimes, sending some of them back
to their families after not actually participating in the
murders, and others were prosecuted for their crimes
against humanity at the Linburg Trials In 1945 (also
known as the Belsen Trials),
in which he participated
as a reporter. After the
war, Bernard returned to
his hometown Hal, where
he worked at his father’s
men’s clothing company.

In a speech in 2015, when
he returned to Bergen-
Belsen to mark the 70th
anniversaryoftheliberation
of the place together
with Queen Elizabeth II,
Bernard said: “There were
wires everywhere, chaos
and corpses. They looked
like skeletons.” He added: /I think the initial shock was
so huge I blocked it. I’'m glad I came back here, because
this is the last time I’ll be here. I just feel like I came to
say goodbye to all of this, and I hope everyone rests in
peace, I wanted to do more, I did the best we could in
those days considering the conditions that were.“

Bernard’s niece, Linda Seymour, told the Jewish News
“Bernard was a very kind and caring person, to all who
knew him. He was unique, humble and loved.”

Karen Pollock, Director General of the Holocaust
Education Foundation: “We are very sad to hear about
the death of Bernard Levy. After the liberation of Belsen
by the British Army, the sorting of the living from the
dead became Bernard’s responsibility. The experience
stayed with him and he did not talk about the atrocities
he had seen for 70 years.“

https://news.middleeast-24.com/
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Report from the Bergen-Belsen Memorial

DR. Elke Gryglewski

Directorz Lower Sacs_ony
Memorials Foundation

After we had to restrict the offers of the memorial for
the public in winter due to the increased number of
Covid-infections, we have been continuously increasing
contact with our visitors since January. On the one hand,
of course, this concerns the educational offers, which we
continue to offer digitally, but which we are fortunately
increasingly able to carry out on site again. Inquiries by
survivors and relatives can also gradually be accompanied
by visits to the memorial site again. On the other hand,
it concerns special exhibitions and events that we hold
in the memorial, in Celle but also in other towns. For
example, the exhibition Children in Bergen-Belsen was
presented in the Museum of the City of Liineburg. It is
currently being shown at the Neuengamme Memorial
until 26 June 2022.
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Lights against the darkness

Togetherwith the Topography of Terror Foundation and the
Haus der Wannsee-Konferenz Memorial and Educational
Centre, we organised the “Lights against Darkness”
campaign on 27 January, the Day of Remembrance for the
Victims of National Socialism. More than one hundred
memorials and places of remembrance all over Germany
illuminated their buildings in different ways to set a sign
against anti-Semitism, racism and the trivialisation and
relativisation of history. At the Bergen-Belsen memorial,
we placed the illumination as the beginning of this year’s
thematic focus: the 70th anniversary of the founding of
the Bergen-Belsen memorial. For this purpose, photos
from the history of the memorial were projected onto the
wall of the documentation centre: https://www.lichter-
gegen-dunkelheit.de/gedenkstaetten/gedenkstaette-
bergen-belsen/

Project Special Exhibition on Perpetration and Project
Occupational Group Seminars

Since last autumn we have been working intensively on
questions of perpetration and responsibility. These are very
important for dealing with contemporary Antisemitism,
racism and right-wing extremism in Germany. It is also
a question of justice for the victims to show how their
suffering came about and who was responsible for it.
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Who were the perpetrators in connection with the
Bergen-Belsen prisoner of war and concentration camp?
How do we define perpetration? Do we speak exclusively
of the SS or members of the Wehrmacht or also of other
participants, for example in the Foreign Office? How did
the neighbourhood behave towards the prisoners? Who
benefited from the camp? What motives did different
groups have for their behaviour? How did individual and
collective factors enable perpetrators to act? We are
discussing these questions in connection with a special
exhibition that will be opened in 2024. At the same
time, we are developing an educational programme in
this context that is particularly aimed at groups with
professions of of systemic importance: Police officers,
lawyers, administrators and soldiers.

Visit of Israeli teachers

From 7 April to 14 April, we hosted a group of
Israeli educators who work in schools and educational
institutions and organise memovial trips to Poland. We
visited different memorials in Lower Saxony with them
in order to look together at the development of National
Socialism, to understand ideological connections and to
understand how the Bergen-Belsen concentration camp,
which we all know from the Israeli memory narrative, is
embedded in the system of concentration camps. Already
the visit to the Wolfenbiittel Memorial, a prison that
was in operation during the National Socialist era and
where criminals still serve their sentences today, made
a central difference between Germany and Israel clear
to the group: the events took place here - everywhere. It
would not have been possible to turn all the crime sites
into memorials after 1945. Prisons are still in operation
today, as are psychiatric hospitals where the sick were
murdered as part of the euthanasia campaign. So there
should be an awareness for the presence of the past — but
in all places the participants heard about the difficulty to
create the memorial sites, how the past was blended out
and how long it took until there was a will to remember
the committed crimes.

Commemoration and visit by survivors and relatives

The commemoration of the 77th anniversary of the
liberation of the concentration camp took place this
year on 8 May, the anniversary of the end of the war.
Already in December we had decided to decouple the
commemoration day from the visit of the survivors. As
painful as this decision was for us, we still consider it
the right one in view of still more than 100,000 people
infected with Covid every day. The actual commemoration
therefore took place with few people involved.

At the same time, the war in Ukraine is of great concern
to the German public and our visitors - just like ourselves
- are looking for answers to what this means for our
work. Therefore, on the afternoon of 8 May, we provided
various discussion opportunities for a public audience.

All the more we are looking forward to organising
a visiting programme for survivors and relatives on 4
September 2022. The focus will be on coming together.
As usual, there will be discussion groups and excursions
to Farsleben and Trobitz.
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clockwise: Noa Olewski, Israel; Dr. Elke Gryglewski, SNG;
Bernd Busemann, VP Landtag; Minister Grant Hendrik
Tonne & Dr. Gryglewski; Menachem Rosensaft, USA & Arie
Olewski, Israel; Arie & Noa Olewski, Israel

Photos: Martin Bein, Germany





