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Editorial

I am more proud than ever to
present to you this issue, which
will be published at the end of a
challenging and not easy yeat.
How symbolic that the issue
comes out towards the end of
the civic year and it sums up
the fruit of doing and activity,
despite and alongside Covid
19, which has accompanied
our lives for a long time.
Although we have not been able to realize all the plans
we had for this year, and this is the only issue that will
be published this year, we have managed to do everything
we can despite the difficulties.

Dear friends,

You will find here new Beginnings alongside Farewells. Dr.
Elke Gryglewski started exactly one year ago, on January
1, 2021, in her role as director of the Niedersachsen
Memorials Foundation in place of our friend Dr. Jens
Christian Wagner, from whom we parted in the previous
issue. She addresses you here, personally, in Hebrew and
English.

Another new beginning will be mine, as at the last
general meeting, I was elected Chairman of the Bergen-
Belsen Organization in Israel starting January 1, 2022.
I will replace Chairman Shraga Milstein, who decided to
resign after years of fruitful and fascinating work. For
me it is a personal and historical closure because my late
father Rafael Olewski was the Mythological Chairman
of Bergen-Belsen Organization and one of the founders.
No doubt he affected all my activity in commemorating
the Shoa.

Despite everything, we were able to hold three meetings
of the organization’s members during the year: we
celebrated Bergen-Belsen’s 76th Liberation Day (late..)
in June; we held a toast for the New Year, a general
meeting and a farewell event for Chairman Shraga
Milstein, in early October; and finally we had a festive
merry multi-generation Hanukkah party at the beginning
of December, with Zechariah Zederman lighting the
candles.

In the field of commemoration, we present to you a
festive special concert marking the centenary of the birth
of Rachela Zelmanowicz-Olewski, liberated in Bergen-
Belsen, who played the mandolin in the Auschwitz
Women’s Orchestra conducted by Alma Rose. Raanana
Symphonette held an exciting concert with the mandolin
virtuoso Yaki Reuven, who also played on the original
mandolin that Rachela brought with her from Bergen-
Belsen.

It is a great honor for us that our friend and member of
our Organization Rachel Rubin, liberated from Bergen-
Belsen, was invited by Knesset Speaker MK Miki Levy
to light the fourth Hanukkah candle in the Knesset.
See back cover. We were also honored that three of the
torchbearers this year are Bergen-Belsen survivors.

I wish you all a Happy New Year,

Jochi Ritz-Olewski
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This music can never he stopped:

Mandolin concert in memory of Rachela Olewski,
who played in the women’s orchestra in Auschwitz

On October 7, 2121,
“.. Raanana Symphonette
held an exciting tribute
concertcalled “'Rachela’s
Mandolin”, accompanied
by a presentation in
memory of the late
Rachela Zelmanowicz-
Olewski, who played the
mandolininthe Auschwitz
Women’s Orchestra.
It was the initiative of
Rachela’s children, Jochi
Ritz-Olewski, and Arie
Olewski, who are involved
in commemorating the
Holocaust, and volunteer
on the Board of Bergen-

The late Rachela Olewski
and her children Jochi and

Ari Belsen Survivors’
rie. L ]

Organization in Israel.

The  two introduced

the idea to Orit Fogel-Shafran, General Manager of
the Symphonette, who very sensitively organized the
production of the concert.

“My mother was an optimistic and unique woman,’” says
Jochi, “*We grew up in a happy home, full of music. Our
parents were Holocaust survivors who talked about what
they went through, always emphasizing the aspects of
friendship and optimism. Today I‘m looking at it from a
grown up person’s point of view: they were really in the
lowest stage of life, and succeeded to rise up and build a
new life. They decided to choose life despite everything
they went through and knew how to appreciate it.”

Jochi and Arie both emphasize that they grew up in a
home where music was present and appreciated. “*Mother
taught us that music is significant and meaningful and
brings beauty to the world, heals the soul and empowers
it,”” says Jochi. “From a young age she taught us that a
person who plays music on the street is not a beggar; he
does what he knows how to do best, and contributes to
beauty in the world. Therefore, it will not happen that a
member of our family will pass by such a person and will
not donate money to him.”

Inaddition, the brothers explain that the main importance
of the concert is the perpetuation of the story, that soon
there will be no one to tell it. The concert, which mostly
included works played by the Women’s orchestra in
Auschwitz, was accompanied by a presentation based on
the amazing life story of their mother. Her story was
published in a book called “'Crying is Forbidden Here!”
which has been translated into English and German. The
presentation also includes excerpts from two exclusive
interviews, on the occasion of the event, with two members
of the orchestra, best and devoted friends of Rachela,
who live in Israel and in London, as well as authentic
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excerpts in Rachela’s own voice, from her testimony at
Yad Vashem.

Arie explains: “The presentation describes her
fascinating life story, starting from her happy childhood
in Poland, through her rescue from death by playing
in the women’s orchestra conducted by Alma Rose,
alongside the crematoria in Auschwitz; the wonderful
outstanding sisterhood relationship, in the most difficult
conditions, of the Jewish orchestra girls, who were
deported from Auschwitz to the infamous Bergen-Belsen
concentration camp; the liberation by the British army;
starting a new family in the DP camp in Bergen-Belsen;
her immigration to Israel and the building of her new
life.” Jochi adds: “'Since the book was published, music
departments and researches from universities all over
the world are requesting copies and the subject of the
Auschwitz Women’s Orchestra has been learned from
our mother’s story.”

The Auschwitz Women’s Orchestra was formed in
June 1943 by order of the SS (source: Wikipedia).
The orchestra included more than 40 inmates, whose
membership in the orchestra protected them from being
sent to the gas chambers and enslaved to death, and
was conducted by Alma Rose, Gustav Mahler’s niece.
SS officer and music fan Maria Mandel, supported
the orchestra. Mandel, who had been the unofficial
commander of the Auschwitz-Birkenau women’s camp
since October 1942, also engaged to allocate a special
barrack for the women of the orchestra near the track
that led to the gas chambers. The barrack, number 12,
and later in 1943 number 7, contained a bathing place
and an oven for protecting the musical instruments from
cold and moisture. The orchestra played at the camp
gate during the hours when the prisoners departed for
work and on their return.

The concert was conducted by the talented Keren
Kagarlitzki, the Deputy Musical Director, who was
associated with the mythical conductor of the women’s
orchestra - Alma Rose. The Mandolin Artist Yaakov
(Yaki) Reuven, came especially from Spain to play
virtuously Rachela’s part in the orchestra. The most
moving moment was when he presented to the audience
Rachela’s original mandolin from Bergen-Belsen, and
then played on her mandolin.

The audience clapped and wiped away tears. The reactions
were thrilling and kept coming for weeks after the concert.
Those present expressed appreciation for organizing the
project of this concert, emphasizing the professionalism
and incredible sensitivity of the performers, and longing
for Rachela and their parents as well.

Concerts on this subject will now be performed around
the world in a chamber ensemble by Yaki Reuven and
composer and pianist Amit Weiner.
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Hilde Simche, (98), Kibbutz Netzer Sereni,
was a member of the women’s orchestra in
Auschwitz: “The fact that I have a grandson in
the army is the highlight of my life”” Col. Oren
Simcha, Hilde’s grandson: “‘The motivation to
contribute to the country runs in the family”’
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3 of the Torchlighters in Yad Vashem 2021
are Bergen-Belsen Survivors
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Zehava Gealel was born in 1935
in the Netherlands. In 1942,
Zehava, her mother and brothers
were imprisoned in Westerbork
transit camp, and in April
1944 they were transferred to
Ravensbriick concentration camp
in Germany. “The fear was so
great that no child dared to cry,
even in the harshest conditions.”
Then they were transferred to
Bergen-Belsen concentration
camp where “There was almost
nothing to eat,” Zehava says.

In  March 1948, Zehava
immigrated to Israel, she married
and had three children. For the
past 50 years, Zehava has been
a nurse at Sheba Medical Center,
continuing to work even after
her retirement. She has received
medals of excellence and awards
for her service. Her dedication
to her work and helping the sick
are considered by her as a victory
over the evil and human suffering
she experienced as a child.
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SaraFishman (née Berkovich) was
born in 1927 in Czechoslovakia
(today Neresnytsya, Ukraine),
to a Hasidic family. During the
war Sara and her two sisters
were transported to the Halmi
ghetto, and then they were sent
to Auschwitz. There they were
reunited with their younger sister.
Sara was sent to a weapons
factory and from there she was
transferred to Bergen-Belsen,
where she was liberated by the
British army. Two of her sisters
had survived Auschwitz. The
three were the only survivors of
their family.

In 1949 she immigrated to Israel
and served in the IDF during the
War of Independence. In Israel,
Sara set up a successful knitting
factory. She has two children,
five grandchildren and five great-
grandchildren.
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Shmuel Naar was born in 1924
in Greece. In March 1941, the
Germans occupied Thessaloniki
and persecution against Jews
began, and Shmuel’s father was
brutally beaten to death. In March
1943 Jews were deported, mostly
to Auschwitz, and Shmuel too. In
January 1945 Shmuel was forced
on a death march. He arrived at
the Bergen-Belsen concentration
camp where typhus raged. In
April 1945 he was liberated
by the British Army. His entire
family had been murdered in the
Holocaust. In November 1945
he arrived in Palestine illegally.
Shmuel fought in all the wars of
Israel including the Yom Kippur
War. Shmuel and his wife Miriam
have 3 children, 10 grandchildren
and 11 great-grandchildren.
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The special evening of Marlene Dietrich
and Bergen-Belsen survivors in Israel

Marlene Dietrich was a German-born
film actress and singer (27.12.1901- 6.5.1992)

Playing the role of “Lola-Lola’” in director Josef

von Sternberg’s film “The Blue Angel” earned her
international success.In1939 Dietrich received American
citizenship, and during World War 11 she volunteered to

entertain soldiers on the battlefields. Dietrich recorded
a number of propaganda songs in 1944, including the
popular song “Lily Marlene”. The Nazis tried to motivate
her to return to Germany and take an active part in the
Nazi propaganda machine. Being anti-Nazi Dietrich
refused to return. She was later referred to by the Nazis
as “‘a traitor whose long ties with the Jews influenced her
character and made her non-German.” During the war,
her sister Elizabeth, her brother-in-law and her nephew
ran a cinema in the town of Belsen, near the Bergen-
Belsen concentration camp, and it is very likely that SS
men from the camp visited this cinema...

During the 1960s, Dietrich visited Israel twice.

Her first visit was in June 1960, immediately after her
frustrating visit to Germany. She was a guest at an
evening of Bergen-Belsen survivors at the Hasharon
Hotel in Herzliya on June 18, 1960. There, her famous
picture was taken, in which she bends over and kisses the
number tattooed on the hand of a woman, an Auschwitz
survivor and liberated in Bergen-Belsen. The excited
survivors lashed out at the well-known actress and asked
her for her signature as a souvenir. The gala evening
was also attended by Dr. Nahum Goldman - President
of the World Jewish Congress, Minister of Trade and
Industry Pinchas Sapir, and former Prime Minister
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Moshe Sharett. Sharett saw the need for relations with
West Germany, as he understood that Germany was once
again becoming a significant factor in the international
community. He saw no purpose in boycotting Germany,
while no country in the West or in the Soviet bloc was
doing it.

As of June 19, 1960, Dietrich has made
four performances in Israel: at the Tel Aviv
Cinema, at the Buildings of the Nation in
Jerusalem and at the Tamar Cinema in
Haifa. She appeared before Israelis who
emigrated from Germany, including many
Holocaust survivors and even Bergen-
Belsen survivors. In her performances she
even sang a number of songs in German
despite the taboo against the language at
" the time.

On her second visit to Israel in 1966, she
met with President Zalman Shazar and his
wife, visited Yad Vashem, where she was
shocked by the display and lit a memorial
candle. In her travels around the world she
collected donations for the Bonds saying: “'I
run around at meals and collect every check
from the table, I kiss everyone, no matter
how much they donate,” she wrote.

An episode of the series “The Unimportant”
about her first visitin 1960 was broadcasted
‘ in November 2021 on Channel 11.
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In those days at this time

Hanukkah party
December 2021

“These candles we light for the miracles and the
salvations and wonders you did for our ancestors
in those days at this time”’, “*Maoz Tzur Yeshuati”,
“Hanukkah days”, “We carry torches” “We
came to drive away darkness” and other happy
Hanukkah songs were sung by all who came to
celebrate in our merry and lively Hanukka party
in early December 2021.

" Dozens of members of the Bergen-Belsen She’erit
HaPleta Organization in Israel and their families
filled the WIZO hall in Tel Aviv to light a
Hanukkah candle together in our annual tradition.
It was an exciting reunion of four generations:
grandparents, parents, children and grandchildren
- we all celebrated together in a joyous festival of

light and joy.
‘ Zechariah Zederman, liberated in Bergen-Belsen,

accompanied by his son, was given the honor to
light the candles and lit the sixth Hanukkah candle
in the organization’s magnificent and impressive
Menorah.

We all enjoyed Dafna Yanai‘s fascinating
" xylophone show in which the audience, especially
the children, took an active part: playing and
performing musical pieces. All present enjoyed
rich and varied refreshments that included of
course donuts properly for Hanukkah.
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Due to the Corona virus it was impossible to hold
activities planned for 2021 on time. At the same time,
the organization has been active throughout the year in
all areas. In April 2021, a memorial service was held
in Bergen-Belsen, Germany, on the occasion of the 76th
liberation day of the camp. The format of the ceremony
was changed due to Covid-19, so speeches and greetings
from the organization’s chairman Shraga Milstein and his
deputy Jochi Ritz-Olewski were projected on huge screens
throughout the memorial site, in the museum and in the
DP camp.

We celebrated Bergen-Belsen’s 76th Liberation Day in
June 2021 instead of in April. We were happy to meet
after such a long absence. A happy meeting of members
was held, memories of the day of liberation were
brought up and the traditional ceremony took place as is
customary in celebrations to mark the day of liberation.
All participants enjoyed rich refreshments. Sarah Shamir,
a stand-up comedian made everyone laugh as they had not
laughed in a long time. The participation was impressive
and everyone was happy to share experiences and bring up
memories related to the day of liberation and their return
to a new life.

In October 2021, we held a New Year’s Toast and General
Assembly at the Eretz-Israel Museum in Tel Aviv. This
was to be a special meeting in which we planned to host
Dr. Elke Gryglewski, the new director of the Memorials
Foundation in Niedersachsen. Dr. Gryglewski planned to
visit Israel in order to meet personally with members of
the organization. But due to Covid 19 epidemic, she was
barred from coming to Israel.

Shraga Milstein, Chairman of the Organization, announced
his resignation from the position of chairman at the end
of the year, i.e. starting January 1, 2022. Arie Olewski,
member of the board, thanked Shraga Milstein warmly for
his dedication to the organization, and gave him a unique
and exciting gift on behalf of the board and members. We
are proud of him, respect and appreciate him, and regret
very much that he decided to resign. Jochi Ritz-Olewski
was unanimously elected Chairman of the organization,
as his replacement.

Tamar Gilboa-Fischler was elected as member of the
board. Our warmest congratulations.

We sadly commemorated the untimely deaths of the late
member of the Board Ziv Begun and our late devoted friend
Riwka Rosenzweig, and asked to convey condolences to
Ariel Yahalomi, on the death of his late wife Keren.

The charming singer Ronit Ofir entertained us on the last
part of the event.
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Who Was Glyn Hughes?

and other relevant documents, and to search the records’
offices of the schools he attended. I endeavored to learn
about the making of a man who was by all accounts a
great humanitarian. I also tried to learn about his life
after the watershed he experienced in the summer of
1945, when he continued to visit Belsen’s DP camp
and witnessed the formation of a vibrant community of
survivors—individuals who while grieving grave losses
strove to create life anew. Was there any relationship
between Hughes’s post-war pursuits and what he saw
and felt and tried to do in Bergen-Belsen? How was he
affected by his inability, despite his moral intentions, to
save countless thousands?

Glyn Hughes served as first witness at the Belsen Trial,
the first trial to apply international law to crimes
committed by Nazi murderers. He stood at attention
during the many hours he gave testimony, providing
detailed information on the layout of the “horror”
camp, the number of inmates in each of five compounds,
and the conditions which “‘were absolutely suitable for
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disease.” In trying to describe the “indescribable’’—he
had seen “all the horrors of war, but nothing to touch
it”—he showed actual film footage of the liberation, the
first time such evidence was used in a war crimes trial.
Days later, while the trial was still in session, he attended
a forbidden event. Strategically planned for the period
in which many journalists would be covering the trial
in northwest Germany, the First Congress of Liberated
Jews, organized by Yossel Rosensaft, Rafael Olewski,
and others of their seventeen-member committee,
included 210 delegates representing forty thousand
Jewish survivors. Rosensaft extended a special welcome
to Brigadier Glyn Hughes, the adopted “Father of the
Jewish survivors of Belsen.”

Regretfully, I could not find the answer to one of my
research questions: By whom and when, precisely, was the
hospital at Bergen-Belsen named after the compassionate
military leader? If anyone knows, please contact me.

Bernice Lerner is the author of All the Horrors
of War: A Jewish Girl, a British Doctor, and the
Liberation of Bergen-Belsen. Bernice’s contact
information can be found at www.bernicelerner.
com
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Bernice Lerner

In the years after the war, roughly 2,000 babies
were born in the Glyn Hughes Hospital in Bergen-
Belsen’s Displaced Persons Camp. Perhaps some of those
children - now in their seventies - have at some point
wondered who was Glyn Hughes? The simple answer: Oh,

o

D™MWIN' N2 T2-]02 1Y YU VoI T '

he was the liberator. But there were many soldiers and
medical personnel involved in the liberation. Why would
the largest hospital in Europe in 1945 be named after
this man? Why would this British medical officer and
renowned sportsman be given the honor of planting the
first tree in Ya’ar Belsen, at a ceremony organized by
Rafael Olewski to commemorate the tenth anniversary
of the liberation? Why would a crowd of survivors give
him a rousing reception upon his arrival at Lod Airport
in 19657

I was born to an Auschwitz and Bergen-Belsen survivor
in 1956, more than a decade after the liberation. My
mother was fifteen years old at the end of the war; she
spent ten years in and out of tuberculosis sanatoriums
in Sweden before she was cured, married, and had
children. While I was growing up, we talked often about
her past. When I was very young, she told me about her
childhood adventures in Sighet, Transylvania, and about
the brighter episodes of her post-war years in Sweden.
When I was a teenager, she told me about Auschwitz, the
Christianstadt labor camp, the death march, and Bergen-
Belsen. But there was one blank space in her memory:
Having fallen unconscious, she could not tell me how she
was saved from certain death.

In researching the details of my mother’s rescue and
the steps the British Second Army took to try to save
the many thousands at death’s door, I discovered Glyn
Hughes—the man most prominently associated with
Bergen-Belsen’s liberation. I spoke with Sam Bloch,
Rabbi Isaac Levy, and others who knew the brigadier.
I traveled to London to meet with Hughes’s surviving
friends and family, to visit archives holding his papers
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To Meet In Hell

“D11""a1 waomy”
111% 0112 XN 190

A hook by Bernice Lerner

On April 15, 1945, Brigadier H. L. Glyn Hughes entered
Bergen-Belsen for the first time. Waiting for him were
10,000 unburied, putrefying corpses and 60,000 living
prisoners, starving and sick. One month earlier, 15-year-
old Rachel Genuth arrived at Bergen-Belsen; deported
with her family from Sighet, Hungary, in May of 1944,
Rachel had by then already endured Auschwitz, the
Christianstadt labor camp, and a forced march through
the Sudetenland. In “To Meet in Hell””, Bernice Lerner
follows both Hughes and Genuth as they move across
Europe toward Bergen- £ wm
Belsen in the final, brutal J
year of World War II. The 5%
book begins at the end: with
Hughes’s searing testimony at |
the September 1945 trial of sess
Josef Kramer, commandant ==L
of Bergen-Belsen, along with | P
forty-four SS and guards. ‘I
have been a doctor for thirty
years and seen all the horrors
of war,” Hughes said, ‘but I
have never seen anything to
touch it.” The narrative then
jumps back to the spring
of 1944, following both
Hughes and Rachel as they
navigate their respective
forms of wartime hell until
confronting the worst:
Christianstadt’s  prisoners,
including Rachel, are
deposited in Bergen-Belsen,
and the British Second Army,
having finally breached the
fortress of Germany, assumes
control of the ghastly camp
after a negotiated surrender.
Though they never met, it
was Hughes’s commitment to
helping as many prisoners as
possible that saved Rachel’s
life. Drawing on a wealth of
sources, including Hughes’s
papers, war diaries, oral
histories, and interviews, this

ROBERT G. KEGAN

gripping volume combines
scholarly  research  with
narrative  storytelling in

describing the suffering of Nazi victims, the overwhelming
presence of death at Bergen-Belsen, and characters who
exemplify the human capacity for fortitude. Lerner,
Rachel’s daughter, has special insight into the torment
her mother suffered. The first book to pair the story of
a Holocaust victim with that of a liberator, “To Meet
in Hell”” compels readers to consider the full, complex
humanity of both.
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IN HELL

BERGEN-BELSEN, THE BRITISH
OFFICER WHO LIBERATED IT,
AND THE JEWISH GIRL HE SAVED

‘A towering achievement’

SBERNICE LERNER

Foreword by JAMES LE FANU
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shatters unprotected

toward Your sky
Your stars
Your forever
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black eyes search for yesterday

above beyond shadow fragments
above beyond imagined hills
ne help

amid rags corpses vomit
"Mommy, are we going to live or die?” NWIT2 LNOITN NITAY YW Dun
his last words to our mother

as the sun murders with Your heat
the moon with its indifference

while atonal melodies bereft of life
ascend from their depth
through charred skeletal trees

and one more five-year-old soul

inta flames raging up

— Menachem Z. Rosensaft
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be at his side on paths
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Writing poetry helps me process

the unspeakabhle evils of the Holocaust

Menachem Rosensaft

Not long after the gruesome
reality of the Holocaust
had burst onto the world’s
consciousness, the philosopher
and social theorist Theodor
Adorno famously observed in
1949 that writing poetry after
Auschwitz was barbaric —
“nach Auschwitz ein Gedicht
zu schreiben, ist barbarisch.”

Less well known but equally
insightful was Adorno’s subsequent conclusion, expressed
in a 1966 radio address in Germany, that Auschwitz
itself constituted nothing less than a “relapse into
barbarism.”

Adornounderstoodthatthe Shoah’scalculated, systematic
savagery was an absolute deviation from the fundamental
norms of civilization and civilized behavior. To be valid,
anything written or said about the Holocaust, whether in
poetry or prose, must first and foremost encapsulate and
reflect its barbaric essence. Aesthetic sensitivities and
considerations must yield to the undeniable absolute evil
that sparked and perpetrated the genocide of European
Jewry, requiring us to absorb and try to come to terms
with the unprecedented, the unfathomable and, above
all, the inexplicable.

Perhaps the most cogent context for this inexorable
immersion into the unknown was given by my late teacher
and mentor Elie Wiesel, who explained in his essay “A
Plea for the Dead’” that “Auschwitz signifies not only the
failure of two thousand years of Christian civilization,
but also the defeat of the intellect that wants to find a
Meaning — with a capital M — in history. What Auschwitz
embodied had none.”

And yet, despite all these flashing yellow lights, I, the son
of two survivors of Auschwitz and Bergen-Belsen who
was born three years after the end of World War II in
the displaced persons camp of Bergen-Belsen, long ago
turned to expressing myself in poetry. Over the decades
I have tried to give voice to the dead in my poems, to
comfort ghosts, and to provide a memorial to the millions
who have none. A collection of these writings, “Poems
Born in Bergen-Belsen,” was published by Kelsay
Books to coincide with Yom Hashoah, the Jewish day of
remembrance for Holocaust victims on April 8, and the
anniversary of the liberation of Bergen-Belsen on April
15, 1945.

For me, conceptualizing my poems is often simultaneously
a refuge and an escape. An escape from the realm of
conventional human experience into a parallel internal
reality. And a refuge where amorphous phantasmagoric
thoughts and images emerge sufficiently from their
nebulous twilight to allow me to express them, however
inadequately, in words.
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We need poems, songs and parables. We need a
Kafkaesque, morbid language of dreams and nightmares
to be able to penetrate the nocturnal universe of Auschwitz
and Birkenau, of Treblinka, Majdanek and Bergen-
Belsen, of Belzec, Chelmno, Sobibor and Terezin, of the
Warsaw Ghetto, Transnistria and Babyn Yar.

A sparse inscription on a Birkenau barrack wall forces us
to identify with its author without knowing anything else
about him: “Andreas Rapaport — lived sixteen years.”
Aware that he was about to die, a Jewish teenager tried
to leave a sign, a memory of his existence on earth.
Without pathos, without self-pity, Andreas Rapaport was
the author of his own eulogy, his own Kaddish: Andreas
Rapaport— lived sixteen years. Andreas Rapaport—
abandoned, alone, afraid. Andreas Rapaport—hungry,
in pain. Andreas Rapaport — gas-filled lungs. Andreas
Rapaport—incinerated, black smoke, ashes.

In “Under Your White stars,” Avraham Sutzkever, the
Yiddish poet of the Vilna Ghetto, wrote, “stretch out to
me Your white hand. My words are tears that want to
rest in Your hand.” It is the beginning of a monologue
addressed to God that never turns into a dialogue because
there is no response. Against a “murderous calm’ that
permeated the precarious existence of the ghetto’s
inhabitants, the narrator writes: “I run higher, over
rooftops, and I search: Where are You? Where?”

The poems written by Sutzkever and other poets in the
ghettos and even in the Nazi death and concentration
camps were their way of refusing to become dehumanized,
of defying their oppressors and remaining sane in a world
gone mad.

Upon arrival at Auschwitz-Birkenau on the night of Aug.
3-4, 1943, a little boy named Benjamin was separated
from his mother and sent directly into a gas chamber
with his father and grandparents.

Benjamin was my half-brother. Even though my mother
rarely spoke about him, I know that she thought of him
every day of her life. Since her death in 1997, Benjamin
has continued to exist within me. I see his face in my
mind, try to imagine his voice, his fear as the gas chamber
doors slammed shut, his final tears. If I were to forget
him, he would disappear.

And T write about him so that my grandchildren, and
their children and grandchildren in turn, will remember
Benjamin as well. My poems are my legacy to them.

Menachem Z. Rosensaft is associate executive vice
president and general counsel of the World Jewish
Congress and teaches about the law of genocide at the
law schools of Columbia and Cornell Universities. He is
“the author of “Poems Born in Bergen-Belsen

This article was first published by the Jewish
Telegraphic Agency. Menachem Rosensaft’s poem,
“Psalm 121 On Fire,” is from his newly published book
“Poems Born in Bergen-Belsen”

20 |I'7'A 19W PA
2021 1ANT




“DMmuxI D1y’
1945 1172-1212 NMINN1 071X AMTY YW 190

M7 DX Y DAY

First Witnesses

Testimony of Survivors in Bergen-Belsen camp, 1945
Edited, translated and commented by Itamar Levin

On April 15, 1945, the British army liberated the
Bergen-Belsen concentration camp in Germany, finding
60,000 prisoners - tens of thousands on the verge of
death - and 10,000 bodies piled up outside. In the days
that followed, the British made great efforts to save the
lives of the survivors, and yet many thousands perished
after the liberation. Almost at the same time, British
investigators began collecting evidence of war crimes and
of war criminals from the survivors -
in Bergen-Belsen itself, in Auschwitz
camps, in Lodz and in many other
places.

These were the first testimonies
given by Holocaust survivors, a few
weeks after they regained freedom.
Hence their immense importance
for documentation, research and
mainly for the remembrance of the
Holocaust.

The testimonies are kept in the British
State Archives, and up to day only a
few of them have been published at
random. The book First Witnesses
brings together 140 particularly
important and thrilling testimonies,
plus extensive notes that point them
out both in detail and in context.

The uniqueness of Bergen-Belsen, as
a camp to which tens of thousands
of survivors of the death marches
were crammed, means that the
collection of testimonies is also
unique. Through the testimonies,
the events in the notorious camps
are depicted alongside the fate of
forgotten communities; a portrait of
arch-criminals is portrayed alongside
ordinary criminals; and unbelievable
personal  stories of  suffering,
extermination and survival are unfold.

The testimonies were edited, translated and transmitted
by Itamar Levin - an award-winning journalist and
Holocaust researcher, whose dozen previous books have
been praised in Israel and around the world.
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the judiciary, the imprisonment of domestic and foreign
prisoner groups and its function as one of the central
execution sites in Northern Germany. In addition,
particular importance is attached to the decision-
making situations and leeway for action of those

after 1945, based on focal points, highlights

The permanent exhibition was developed in close and
good cooperation with the design office bliroberlin and
the media designers schnellbuntebuntebilder.

responsible in the judiciary and penal system. An ‘,"l
expansion of the horizon to include the period \ | 2:1
' . . I

continuities and discontinuities in the justice and
penal system in the early Federal Republic of
Germany. Moreover, the exhibition addresses the
questions of how to engage with the historical
site, the history of the Memorial as well as
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relatives of inmates and those executed.
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with the remembrance culture of survivors and ?i'
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The majority of the exhibition, covering 300
square metres, is located on the first floor.
Leading exhibits and dedicated chapter colours
structure the exhibition and mark the different
thematic sections. All exhibition texts are
presented in both German and English language.
Reproduced objects and media technology provide
participatory elements for the visitors. Selected
biographies depict the community of prisoners as
well as the lives of their family members, thus
illustrating the personal effects of imprisonment and
persecution. The exhibitionalso showsthe (administrative)
agents and those involved in the crimes.

Right at the entrance on the first floor, visitors can orient
themselves by a reproduction of a historical model of
Wolfenbittel Prison, status 1939. Whenever there are
no prisoner movements on the prison court, visitors can
look through a large window to the historical sites within
the prison, including the former execution site and the
detention houses. If the window panes are kept opaque,
a media-interactive augmented reality enables a virtual
insight into the historical places with the help of iPads as
well as of a video projector.

“What is history if we do not pass it on?”, a visitor of the
Memorial commented. Exactly this is what Memorials
contribute to through their permanent exhibitions.

As head of the project, I would like to take this
opportunity to explicitly thank all those involved in the
redesign project for their work, especially the redesign
team: Bianca Armbrecht, Lukkas Busche, Anett Dremel,
Dr. Thomas Kubetzky, Sarah Kunte, Janna Lélke and Ina
Stenger as well as the Dr. Jens-Christian Wagner, the
overall project head.

Jean d’Ormesson as quoted by André Charon in his speech
at the ceremony for the laying of the foundation stone of
the new Documentation Centre, September 14th, 2017.

Maria Bering (BKM) in her speech at the opening of the
Documentation Centre, November 17th, 2019.

The Wolfenbiittel Memorial is located within an operating
prison (Justizvollzugsanstalt or JVA).
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During the British occupation period, 44 people who had
been sentenced to death by Military Government and
Control Commission Courts were executed by guillotine
in the Wolfenblttel Prison. The new occupation law listed
20 capital offences, including possession of a firearm,
espionage and attacks on Allied personnel. Murder also
continued to be a capital offence, and crimes against
humanity were defined in order to be able to prosecute
Nazi crimes.

In August 1945, Erich Zoddel, former block and camp
elder of the camp clinic of Bergen-Belsen concentration
camp, stood before a British Military Government Court
in Celle. He was accused of having killed the prisoner
Maria Konatkewicz shortly after the liberation. The
court sentenced him to death for murder.

The Military Government had the execution suspended
for the time being, as Erich Zoddel was also charged
in the War Crimes trial against the camp crew of the
Bergen-Belsen concentration camp (17.9.-17.11.1945)
at Lineburg. Accused of mistreating prisoners, Erich
Zoddel was sentenced to life imprisonment in this trial.

Due to the death sentence of the first trial, Erich Zoddel
was executed in Wolfenblttel on November 30th, 1945.

Janna Lélke, research associate at the Memorvial in the
JVA Wolfenbiittel
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Martina Staats

“"There is something stronger than death: it is the presence
of the absent within the memory of the living"'

“Places of remembrance and educational work such
as the Wolfenbiittel Memorial provide an important
contribution to rendering the role of a legal system as
the supporting pillar of a dictatorship — as well as the
fatal consequences for its victims and their relatives —
tangible."

After seven years of research respectively project work
and a three-year construction period, the Minister of
Culture of Lower Saxony, Grant Hendrik Tonne, officially
opened the Documentation Centre of the Memorial in
the Wolfenbittel JVA in November 2019. 400 guests,
including over 40 family members of those imprisoned

Among the locations are on one hand the complex
“historical places with learning environment”, consisting
of former prison cells and the execution site, which are
located in the present-day Wolfenbittel JVA and which
have been designed as annotated large-scale exhibits.
A visit to this area of the Memorial conveys a unique
quality of documentation and perception through the
interweaving of past and present. The newly built
Documentation Centre complements these facilities by
offering a modern museum with a permanent exhibition,
event facilities, a library, as well as collection rooms. An
interactive educational concept opens up both places for
visitors.

Beyond the tasks of a museum, the Memorial has the task
of preserving the history of persecution and resistance in
the people’s consciousness, to preserve and enhance the

remembrance of the suffering of

and executed during the National Socialist period,
took part in the ceremony. The redesign effort marks a
guantum leap for the social anchoring and perception
of the topic “Penal system and justice system under
National Socialism and their consequences’”. As with the
Bergen-Belsen Memorial, the Wolfenbittel Memorial is
part of the Lower Saxony Memorials Foundation.

Since 1990, the Memorial at Wolfenblttel Prison
has been commemorating the victims of justice under
National Socialism, those executed and imprisoned
in the prison, as well as the role of justice in view of
its radicalisation and self-mobilisation in the National
Socialist persecution and murder. Between October 1937
and March 1945, 526 men and women were guillotined
in Wolfenbittel Prison — most of these death sentences
were handed down by National Socialist Special Courts.
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victims of judicial crimes as well
as to conductongoing research. In
doing so, the interests and needs
of the survivors and their family
members must be considered.
For them, a place of mourning
and of coming to terms with the
National Socialist crimes is of
prime importance.

These various criteria and
obligations had to be taken into
account and met during the
redesign of the Memorial within
the Wolfenblttel JVA, and
consequently also for the new
permanent exhibition.

The new documentation centre
forms the outer wall of the JVA.
It is open to the public and
accessible  without thresholds
during normal museum opening
hours. Thanks to the sand-
coloured exposed concrete, the
monolith blends in well with the surrounding detention
buildings. The concrete facade is structured by historical
carvings of prisoners from a detention cell, which were
transferred to the outer facade with the help of stencils.
Furthermore, the building is characterized by cantilevers
on the first floor. A visual link between the new building
and historical sites can be created by the large window
located at the point of the widest projection. Visitors
enter the new building through an opening in the prison
wall and are thus immediately confronted with the fact
that the Memorial is located on the grounds of a prison.

The permanent exhibition in the new building is dedicated
to the subject of the justice and penal system under
National Socialism and its consequences. Embedded in
a holistic view of society it focuses on the persecution
system of National Socialism, the criminal activities of
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Inscriptions on gravestones
in DP Bergen-Belsen
cemetery

In 2017 was published the book by Walter Schiffer
“Das Andenken verlangern. Grabsteininschriften der
judischen Displaced Persons auf dem Zelttheaterfriedhof
in Bergen-Belsen’ (photos by Stefan Breuel. Lich/Hessen
2017). It deals with the inscriptions on the gravestones
of the displaced persons on “Zelttheaterfriedhof’”. The
“Zelttheaterfriedhof’” has been laid out in April 1945
after the liberation of the concentration camp Bergen-
Belsen, on the grounds of the former Wehrmacht barracks
(today called “Niedersachsen-Kaserne’). It depicts the
Hebrew or Yiddish (as well as the German, Polish and
Hungarian) inscriptions on the gravestones of the DPs.

The memorial stones tell of the people who have died
here in consequence of their imprisonment: during their

[ TRy |

‘Walter Schiffer
Nicht vergessen

Gedenksteininschriften auf dem
Gelinde des ehemaligen
K Bergen-Helsen

Mit Fotografien von Stefan Brewel

internment or shortly before or after the liberation by the
British Army on 15 April 1945. The inscriptions - the
Jewish ones have partially been written in the traditional
form of gravestone inscriptions - often give additional
information about the deceased. The memorial stones
keep the memory alive and serve as evidence of the will
to never forget the deceased. This is also the declared
intention of the book - to support the memory in photo
and word.

A new book, published in 2020 by Walter Schiffer
“Nicht vergessen. Grabsteininschriften auf dem Gelande
des ehemaligen KZ Bergen-Belsen” (photos by Stefan
Breuel, initiated by Katja Seybold, Bodenburg 2020)
now documents the complete stock in its current state
(up to December 2019) of the gravestone inscriptions on
the grounds of the former concentration camp Bergen-
Belsen in photographs, combined with the transcript
of the inscriptions and their translations and a short
comment. Additionally, biographical data has been
reconstructed in fragments.
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Walter Schiffer “Das Andenken verldangern.
Grabsteininschriften der judischen Displaced
Persons auf dem Zelttheaterfriedhof in Bergen-
Belsen” (photos by Stefan Breuel. Lich/Hessen
2017)

\Walter Schiffer “Nicht vergessen.
Grabsteininschriften auf dem Gelande des
ehemaligen KZ Bergen-Belsen” (photos by Stefan
Breuel, initiated by Katja Seybold, Bodenburg
2020)
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Dr. Elke Gryglewski -

In January of this year, the new director of the Lower
Saxony Memorials Foundation and the Bergen-Belsen
Memorvial took office. She replaced Dr. Jens-Christian
Wagner, a friend of our organization. On the occasion of
her entry into office, she addresses a personal letter to
all of you. We wish her best of luck.

My name is Elke Gryglewski and since January 2021
I'm the Director of the Memorial Bergen-Belsen and
the Managing Director of the Lower Saxony Memorials
Foundation. Dealing with the history of National
Socialism and the Shoah has become a topic in my life
very early. I was born in Berlin in 1965 but due to the
profession of my father, we left to Bolivia in 1970, where
I spent a big part of my adolescence. My father worked
with the Republikanischer Club — the federation of Jewish
immigrants in Bolivia — so I had the privilege to meet
survivors of the Holocaust at an early age. At the same
time Bolivia had been, such as many other countries in
South America, a place of refuge for Nazis who fled from
judicial persecution. Being confronted e.g. with Klaus
Barbie alias Klaus Altman the former Gestapo Chief of
Lyon I started to ask and read.

When I was fifteen we returned to Germany, where I
finished school but also decided to leave the country
again in order to make a civil service with Aktion
Siithnezeichen Friedensdienste (Irgun ot ha capara we
sherut ha shalom) in Israel. In that time the kibbutzim
had in their constitution rules saying, that Germans
should only be allowed as visitors when survivors living
in the place would agree. Kibbutz Be’eri also had this
rule — but shortly before my group arrived to Israel, the
board had sent all the British and Swedish Volunteers
home due to alcohol and drug problems, and facing the
necessity of new volunteers decided to take my group
without asking the survivors. Shortly after our arrival
we got a letter from a Holocaust survivor telling us, that
because of our presence in the kibbutz she would not be
able to visit the dining room and other public spaces for
the next three months. We were shocked and wanted to
leave immediately. Long conversations with the kibbutz
members followed, and we stayed.

I'm writing this because it was probably the most
outstanding event in my youth making me reflect
perpetration in my family — and this reflection led to a
professional interest, that has become a topic for life.

I studied political science in Miinchen, Berlin and
Santiago de Chile. During my studies in Minchen I
worked as a freelancer in the Memorial Dachau; in Chile
I wanted to write my thesis for the diploma about Nazis
in Chile, Argentina and Bolivia — which in the beginning
of the 1990ies was almost impossible; and in Berlin -
once the Memorial House of the Wannsee Conference
opened in 1992 - I worked as a freelancer until 1995.

Finishing my exam in 1995 I was asked if I wanted
to become a regular staff member, and so I worked
from 1995 until 2020 as a member of the educational
department and, during the last five years, as head of
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New Director of the Lower Saxony Memorials’ Foundation

the educational department and deputy director of the
House of the Wannsee Conference. When I read the job
advertisement for the director of Bergen-Belsen and
the managing director of the Lower Saxony Memorials
Foundation last year, I decided to apply because of two
reasons:

With the landscape of memorial sites in Lower Saxony
the complete history of National Socialism can be told —
all groups of victims are represented and all complexes
of crime as well. And working at the Memorial Bergen-
Belsen would enable me to continue dealing with the
Shoah.

The different personal and professional stages of my
life lead to what I want to contribute to the work of the
Foundation. I’'m very grateful for the excellent work
done by Jens-Christian Wagner since it gives me the
chance to continue his initiatives by broadening them
with my perception and experience. With the Foundation
we will initiate projects that connect the history of the
different historical sites and by doing so explain the
different steps of persecution. We will also focus on
the history after 1945 in order to make our audience
understand, that there is a relation between the history
and them. Finally, we will also look on the perpetrators
responsible for the crimes committed for example with
an exhibition already initiated by Jens-Christian. With
all these topics we want to address the German as well
as an international audience — right now we are planning
a seminar for Israeli teachers and educators. If corona
allows it, next year there will be seminars for British and
Spanish educators.

To finish T want to add one important thing — since I
started working for the Foundation I received many
warm letters and had the opportunity to personal video
talks with survivors of Bergen-Belsen. All these contacts
create the need for more contacts. If Corona allows it,
I will try to come to Israel and hope to meet all of you
personally then.

I thank you for having received me with such openness and
warmness and I wish all of you all the best — especially
health!
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Rachel Rubin lighted a
Hanukkah candle in the
Knesset

Rachel Rubin, a Bergen-Belsen survivor and member of
the Bergen-Belsen Organization in Israel, was invited
by Knesset Speaker MK Miki Levy to light a Hanukkah
candle at the event “‘Beauty Heroines Illuminate the
Knesset 2021"

In cooperation with the local authorities and the
municipal government, Holocaust women survivors were
elected from each council for a day of holiday. They went
through beauty care, fun and relaxation stations, and
later, in a solemn ceremony, they were presented with
the ribbon of the heroine of beauty and a crown on their
heads. The project emphasizes intergenerational ties and
also involved IDF women fighters. The ribbon for the
women survivors was presented by Minister of Culture
and Sports Hili Trooper, and the event was attended by
Miki Levy Knesset Speaker, Ministerin of Social Equality
Meirav Cohen, Chairman of the Holocaust Victims
Foundation Limor Livnat, author Lihi Lapid, and others.
Out of the 120 women, Rachel Rubin was chosen to light
a fourth Hanukkah candle
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