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. Editorial
Dear friends,

On April 15, 1945, the British
Army liberated Bergen-Belsen
concentration camp, the
largest hell on German soil.
This year marks the 75th
anniversary of liberation.

The world was shocked at the
sight of thousands of unburied
corpses scattered everywhere,
and thousands of skeletons on
the verge of death. 60,000
people were crowded in the camp barracks, starving, sick
and exhausted.

Bergen-Belsen was the only camp which turned into a
DP camp after the liberation and the center of activity of
Holocaust survivors in the British zone. It became a model
of the initiative of the survivors, who created a Jewish
system of self-government as a model for an independent
Jewish state! They engaged in national organization of the
survivors and the struggle for immigration to Eretz Israel.

With the immigration of thousands of DP survivors to Israel,
including leaders of the Central Jewish Committee, Bergen-
Belsen Survivors Organization in Israel was established in
1950, active to this day. The Israeli organization is the
largest of its kind in the world with hundreds of survivors
and descendent generations.

Memorial ceremonies to mark 75 years of Liberation,
planned this year in Germany with the participation of
VIPs from all over the world, have been canceled. Instead,
a symbolic ceremony took place. Our Board planned to
mark the event this year with great solemnity, in Israel and
in Germany. An Israeli delegation of about 80 people was
about to attend the ceremonies in Germany, until the corona
virus stopped everything.

President Reuben (Ruby) Rivlin published a personal
letter to the survivors of Bergen-Belsen on the occasion of
the 75th Liberation Day (p. 10).

We are very proud of our Chairman, Shraga Milstein,
who spoke at the UN General Assembly on International
Holocaust Remembrance Day. We dedicated the front page
to him and we bring here his speech.

This year we have marked a tremendous achievement: We
won in our struggle to prevent trade in Shoah items! We’ve
manage to cancel a public auction of Agunot Permit Book
of the Rabbinic Court in Belsen DP camp with the help of
volunteer lawyers and the support of the Attorney General
and the Public Prosecutor’s Office!

Unfortunately, Covid 19 stopped our intensive annual
activity. Therefore, precisely during the epidemic and lonely
period, we initiated a personal delivery to active members,
of a unique art kit called “‘People - You Are Not Alone”.
This was received with excitement and gratitude.

We would like to thank Dr. Jens-Christian Wagner,
Director of the Lower Saxony Memorials Foundation,
for his extremely dedicated work and his support of our
organization during his work. We are sorry to see him leave
and wish him good luck in his new position.

I hope you enjoy this festive, rich and expanded issue
focusing on the 75th anniversary of liberation of Bergen-
Belsen and on our activity in the past year.

Jochi Ritz-Olewski
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An outstanding victory of Bergen-Belsen Organization

Israel in the struggle to prevent trade in Shoah items

“Agunot Permit Book of the Rabbinic Court in the Bergen-Belsen DP Camp”’
is not anymore for sale and will not be sold at public auction

Our organization’s struggle to prevent in principle the
sale of public documents from the Holocaust began in
November 2019 and has ended with a great achievement
which honors the survivors and

the memory of the victims. In [

the legal battle we waged, we £

Vashem, as we had demanded at the beginning.

The position stated by Bergen-Belsen She’erit Hapleita
Organization in Israel was that the Knesset
should act to pass legislation in the spirit of
the Attorney General’s position to the court,

were able to recruit the Israel ;‘Ju :
Attorney General and the | 1{ A A e
State Prosecutor’s Office who  Foip
supported our stand. e |

Bergen-Belsen She’erit Fepsfgpede M

Hapleita Organization in . = | |

Israel petitioned the court ==
by attorneys David Forer and = '~
Limor Levy, claiming that f.»r.,l-.-. '
the “Agunot Permit Book” -
of Bergen-Belsen, which was | | | we
about to be sold at a public S

auction, is not and cannot be private property and is
held illegally in private hands. Furthermore we object
in principle to the trade in Shoah items and we will do
legally everything in order to stop this kind of trade,
especially when public items are concerned. These items
should be handed over to and kept in Yad Vashem.

The affair caused a great deal of controversy and public
interest and became one of the main topics in the media
in Israel and abroad. The Attorney General was called
on to intervene and act in principle to protect documents
from the Holocaust from being traded with. Following
this, the auction house announced the removal of the
item, which is in private hands, from the sale.

We also decided to initiate a legislation by the Israeli
Parliament that items of the Shoah are not to be sold,
and must be donated to Yad Vashem. We will promote a
law similar to the Israeli law of archeological items.

We further stated that we will not cease or recoil and
until such legislation is passed, we will continue to file
legal proceedings in appropriate cases to prevent the
illegal sale of documents from the Holocaust period.

The Attorney General, Dr. Avichai Mandelblit, applied
to the Jerusalem District Court to deposit in trust with
the Yad Vashem Institute the “Agunot Permit Book’ of
Bergen-Belsen, which was to be sold at auction.

The petition states that the Attorney General believes
that the book is a clear public property, highly evaluated
because of its being a public document, and that there is
no doubt that it was a property of the rabbinical court
that was essentially a public institution, acting for the
benefit of the Bergen-Belsen DPs - and the Jewish nation
in general.

Following ourstruggle, and the Attorney General decision,
the holder of the “Agunot Permit Book’ of the Court in
the Bergen-Belsen DP Camp, decided to donate it to Yad
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. according to which the documents from the
Holocaust should be kept in Yad Vashem.

The book is an extraordinary historical
testimony - preliminary documentation of
the extermination of European Jews in the
Holocaust. In order to allow the camp inmates
who had been married before the war, the
Rabbis needed to thoroughly research the ways
of extermination, and thoroughly investigated
the chances of Jews being saved from various
events. To this end, they collected testimonies
from Holocaust survivors. Evidence in it reveals
that no one survived from the Auschwitz hospital
block. One of the chilling testimonies describes how a
prisoner shared his name, the name of the place he came
from and that he had a wife and two children, shortly
before his murder. Another testimony recounts the story
of a man’s death during the death march, when witnesses
to the horrific moment were forced to move on without
being able to bury him.

The book was a propeaty of the rabbinical court of the
DP camp: Rabbi Yoel Heilpern (whose three children
were murdered in the Holocaust), Rabbi Israel-Arie
Zalmanovich, Rabbi Issachar-Berish Rubin and Rabbi
Yitzhak Glickman - all survivors of the camp. The Rabbis
consulted with Rabbi Shlomo-David Kahana, who was
living at the time in Jerusalem, and immediately after the
outbreak of World War 11, he began preparing a permit
for Agunot from the countries where the war took place.
He formulated a principled “Agunot permit” that could
be used in many cases, and began collecting evidence and
permitting (freeing) Agunot.

At the top of each page in the court’s register, the name
of the survivor is stated, followed by the testimony given
about the couple and the signature of the witness. The
Rabbis then wrote a marriage permit based on the same
testimony, and attached their signatures. First appears
the testimony signed by the assembler of the testimony,
and then the marriage permit signed by the Rabbis.

Our organization, the Board and all Members are
extremely proud of this achievement of our struggle and
would like to thank from the bottom of the heart the
dedicated lawyers, who acted voluntarily, Adv. David Forer
and Limor Levy, as well as express special appreciation
to the Attorney General, Adv. Dr. Avichai Mandelblit,
and the Public Prosecutor’s Office for supporting our
position. Unfortunately, due to the conclusion of the legal
proceedings, the court did not give a ruling in principle on
this issue of private possession of Holocaust documents.
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After the annihilation of six million Jews, some three
million Jews remained in Europe, including concentration
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camp survivors. The liberation of the camps began with
Auschwitz in Poland, which was liberated on January
27, 1945 followed by the camps in Germany, until the
Germans’ final surrender on May 8, 1945. However,
the liberation of Europe and of the concentration camps
from the Nazi regime did not bring about the freedom
longed for by Jews seeking to escape from the horror
and establish new lives for themselves. The gates of
immigration to America and Aliyah to Eretz Israel under
the British Mandate were locked. Concentration camp
survivors who refused to return to their native countries
were considered to be “displaced persons’” and placed
in camps under the auspices of the Western Allies in
Germany, Austria and Italy.

Thus, concentration camp survivors found themselves
once again behind barbed wire fences where they were
“liberated but not free”’. They were joined by tens of
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thousands of Jewish survivors and refugees from countries
that had been conquered by the Nazis, including many
who survived and returned from the USSR to Poland,
only to encounter murderous anti- Semitism which
forced them to flee to the displaced persons camps. The
number of displaced persons and refugees in these camps
reached 250,000, mostly in Germany and mainly in the
American occupied zone of Bavaria.

Despite the harsh conditions and while struggling against
the occupying authorities, the Jewish survivors created an
autonomous authority of sorts and turned the displaced
persons camps into centers of widespread social, cultural,
educational and political activity. They considered
themselves to be the “‘surviving remnant” of European
Jewry and strove toward national resurrection, uniting
to fight to open the gates of Eretz Israel and establish
a Jewish state. Their efforts were supported by envoys
from Jewish aid organizations, especially those sent from
Eretz Israel, who came together to demand a solution to
the problem of the displaced Jews by allowing Aliyah
and forming the State of Israel. Displaced Jews played
an active role in the illegal immigration to Eretz Israel
“Ha’apala”, despite being deported from the shores of
Eretz Israel to internment camps in Cyprus. The height
of this struggle was symbolized by the ship Exodus in
1947 and victory was achieved with the passing of the
United Nations Partition Plan for Palestine on November
29, 1947.

When the State of Israel was established, Holocaust
survivors became free, rather than only liberated,
completing the journey from Holocaust to resurrection.

The Bergen-Belsen concentration camp was liberated
by the British army on April 15, 1945. The largest
concentration camp on German soil, it was the only
camp that was turned into a displaced persons camp once
liberated and it became the nerve center for survivors in
the occupied British zone. Bergen-Belsen was the model
for the survivors’ initiative, national organization, for the
creation of a self governing system as a sort of State in-
the-making and for the fight for Aliyah to Eretz Israel.
Participants in the Congress for the Surviving Remnant
held in September 1945 in Bergen-Belsen were met with
the Central Jewish Committee’s declaration: “Open the
Gates of Eretz Israel”. These included representatives
of the survivors, envoys from Eretz Israel and Jews
from Western countries, representatives of the British
authorities and journalists from around the world. The
declaration, as featured on the stamp, also appeared
on the cover of the festive edition of the Bergen-Belsen
surviving remnant journal called “‘Our Voice”.

Prof. Hagit Lavsky
The designer of the declaration was Ber| Friedler

The tab features a Jewish Brigade soldier instructing
children at a school for refugees in Florence, Italy.
The First Day Cover features a play performed by the
children of Bergen-Belsen for the camp residents.
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In October 2020, our friend Mrs. Sabine Mahnert,
director of the municipal archives of Celle, the district
town of Bergen-Belsen, retired. Sabine worked for
decades to document the Jewish community in Celle,
including the community of Belsen survivors who lived
in the town after the liberation. Sabine also took care of
the small museum in the municipal synagogue at 24 Im
Kreise Street, where many survivors of the DP camp got
married or became engaged under the auspices of the
late Rabbi Israel-Moshe Olewski, the “'Celler Rabbi’’.

Over the years, Sabine has also assisted in the extensive
activities of the Christian-Jewish Association in Celle,
which held weekly and varied cultural events in the
synagogue. She has curated many exhibitions, concerts
and lectures about Judaism and Belsen survivors. Sabine
was also responsible on behalf of the municipality for
liaisons with Mazkeret Batya, the twin town of Celle in
Israel, and for the youth exchanges in the two towns.
Alongside Sabine, we are thankful also to her husband
Carsten, who as a journalist has written and photographed
over the years many events related to Belsen survivors.
Both, by the way, also began to learn Hebrew, visited
Israel several times, and toured extermination camps in
Poland.

The organization of Bergen-Belsen Survivors in Israel
appreciates the ongoing activity of Sabine Mahnert
and Carsten and is extremely thankful for their hearty
support all these years.
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Bergen-Belsen Organization Israel condemns
manifestations of Anti-Semitism in France

Arie Olewski

The Bergen-Belsen survivors Organization in Israel
vigorously protests against the desecration of the picture
of the late Simone Veil, a survivor, liberated in Bergen-
Belsen and friend of the organization and its members -
Belsen survivors and their families. We condemn as well
the blurring of the investigation of the sabotage of Anne
Frank’s memorial tree in Corsica.

The picture of Simone Veil, French politician, a survivor,
was damaged by anonymous persons. The painting, work
of Christian Guemy, a street artist, was placed in the
area of the Pantheon in Paris, where Veil was buried
beside other Greats of the Nation. Anonymous blurred
and distorted the portrait of the survivor of Auschwitz
who became a Minister in the French Government and
was even appointed the first President of the European
Parliament.

A memorial tree from a cut of Indian
chestnut that Anne Frank wrote in
her diary during World War II was
vandalized on the French island of
Corsica, on August 3, 2020. The damage
to the tree, donated in 2010 to Corsica by |
the Anne Frank Museum in Amsterdam,
was discovered just hours before an
annual event which was held on the
Mediterranean island to commemorate
the Holocaust.

Jewish teenager Frank found
encouragement in a white chestnut
tree she could see from a window in
a hidden apartment on Amsterdam’s
Keizersgracht where she and her family
hid from the Nazis for nearly two years.

On February 23, 1944, she wrote in her
diary, which has become one of the most
widely read books in the world: “*We both
watched the blue sky, the bare chestnut
tree glistening with dew, the seagulls
and other birds glistening with silver so.
They were flying in the air.

Anne Frank, whose diary recounts her two-year stay
in a secret Nazi-occupied Amsterdam annex with her
family and several other Jews during Nazi-occupied
Amsterdam.

Anne Frank died in 1945 at the age of 15 in the Bergen-
Belsen concentration camp in northern Germany.

The nearly 200-year-old tree, diseased and supported by
a steel frame, was finally toppled by high winds in 2010,
but not before the saplings were sent to recipients around
the world, including the village of Pianello in eastern
Corsica.

Prosecutor in the nearby town of Bastia said that the tree
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trunk had been stripped of some of its bark, potentially
threatening its survival.

An investigation has been opened for the intentional
destruction of property. Bastia prosecutor said that no
one had claimed responsibility and that the vandals had
left no entries. It was therefore impossible to say for sure
that the act had an anti-Semitic aim, she added.

The damage was done on the same day that Pianello
hosted an annual day of debates, lectures and concerts in
commemoration of the Holocaust, the slaughter of some
six million Jews at the hands of the Nazis.

The Israel She'rit Hapleita Bergen-Belsen Organization
takes a stand and protests in these cases as part of its
duty and devotion to commemorate the memory of the
Holocaust, its victims and survivors wherever they are
and fight with all our might against Holocaust deniers.

We call upon the French government to take immediate

i

Simone Veil and Rafael Olewski 1964 'po271N 1IN0 DY 1 1I0'D

action to protect their memory by all means. The
organization views with utmost severity the disgrace
caused by the failings to protect the memory of Simon
Veil and Anne Frank.

We also vehemently protest the attempt to direct the
sabotage of Anne Frank’s memorial tree in Corsica into a
trivial direction that would help whitewash the detection
of anti-Semitism.

Holocaust deniers should not be given any right to act
freely, whether in France or in any other democracy in
the world.

The protest was submitted to the French Embassy in
Israel.
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Especially during the covid 19 lonely period:
Bergen-Belsen Israel organization supports
survivors and Israeli art

Bergen-Belsen She’erit Hapleita organization in Israel,
the largest organization of its kind in the world, uniting
the Bergen-Belsen survivors and their descendent
generations, has successfully completed a unique project
of gift donation for its active members.

For about a week, survivors and members of the second
generation received, through a special courier, an art
kit for painting at home called “People - You Are Not
Alone”, by the Israeli artist Liat Levy Koppelman (www.
[Ikshop.co.il). The kit includes a large frame of canvas,
with an illustration of Liat in black and white and special
markers for painting.

Sharon Horovitz Alter ﬁ
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Liat Levi-kopelman Ronit Ritz-Bue

“Recognizing the healing power of painting and the
importance of creation” - reads the accompanying letter,
- “For everyone, at any age, we send you a gift from us to
make your time pleasant in creation and action.”

“We wish that you enjoy the process of painting and
dive into moments of calm, creativity and quiet, alone
or together with your family.
You are not alone — we are all
together. Even far away — we
think of you.”

This unique gift delivery is a
joint initiative of the Board
of Bergen-Belsen Israel
organization conducted |
by Jochi Ritz-Olewski, her
daughter Ronit Ritz-Bueno
(third generation) and Liat
Levy Koppelman.

The gift was highly appreciated
and received with great
excitement by the members.

“There is no one like you.

15 Our Voice Bulletin No. 19
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Thank you very much dear people. It’s a great idea.
Thank you!” (Yudit Yitzhaki); “I take off my hat to
you!! How do you succeed to “invent” yourselves time
after time again, preserving the memory and keeping in
touch. Well done. Really a big “Chapeau’’!! T salute to
all those involved.” (Ziv Begon); “I wanted to thank you
for the special gift you sent us. Thank you for the original
thought due to the special situation we find ourselves
in (the corona plague). You made our hearts rejoice!”
(Naomi Amitai); “I was very excited to receive the gift.
It is really a wonderful idea. Well done. Thank you very
very much.” (Sarry Bar Noy); “I would like to thank you
for the gift. Thank you for the initiative. It’s not obvious.

And most important, “Abbi-Gesunt”. Thank you!”
(Yossi Zeevi); “Thank you so much. It is an exciting and
heartwarming project which brings us all closer.” (Orna
Berman-Cohen); “Thank you Jochi, for visiting me with
your daughter Ronit. I was very honored by you visiting
me personally. The meeting took place outside because
of the epidemic. I salute the
board for keeping thinking of
us and trying to make our life
pleasant: Hikes, Newspaper,
various events and now these
paintings.” (Lola Berman).

During the delivery to
. the recipients, the driver
occasionally found out that his
grandmother was liberated in
Bergen-Belsen concentration
camp and then she was married
in the DP camp ...His and his
mother’s excitement and that
of our members of the board
was unimaginable. It’s a small
world...
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Sarah Golandsky

In July 2019, the members of Bergen-Belsen Israel
Organization met on a unique tour of the large Druze
village of Daliat EI-Carmel.

As surprising as it may be, we discovered that there is
a Holocaust memorial art gallery in the village of a
painter named Buteina Halabi, a member of the Druze
community.

In 2007, Buteina read an article on the subject of the
Holocaust, which contained pictures and stories of
Holocaust survivors. The article shocked and moved
her to tears and at that moment she decided to paint
and express the unimaginable pain and disaster that
befell the Jewish people. She exhibits her paintings in
her gallery.

In 2011, Buteina initiated a “‘dialogue of neighbors”
with the Holocaust Museum in Beit Terezin (Givat Haim
Thud). Daliat al-Carmel and Usafiya students visit Beit
Terezin and students from various schools around the
country visit Daliat al-Carmel, meet Buteina and she
presents her works and tells her story. Students show
openness and sensitivity and listen with interest.

This project is growing year by year and many thousands

appreciation we presented her as a gift the latest issue of
“Our Voice” - the organization’s magazine.

In this special gallery we also heard the story of the Druze
community, its tradition, and its belief in reincarnation.
We listened with interest to a lecture on the special

Bergen-Belsen survivors
visit Buteina Holocaust

Art Gallery in
Daliat EI-Carmel

connection of the Druze in Israel with the Jewish people,
the enlistment to the army and the fateful partnership of
the Jewish and Druze soldiers fighting together.

For lunch we were invited to an elegant restaurant called
“Taj Mahal”” where we were greeted with a delicious
meal in the best Druze tradition of hospitality.

Later we continued to the next station “Herbal and
Heritage Center’’, which is located in the old quarter of
the village.

AL

of students have already taken part in it. In April 2014,
Buteina was invited by the chairman of the “March
of Life” to join the delegation to Poland, as a sign
of appreciation for her work in commemorating the
Holocaust.

All our friends from Belsen looked intently at the
outstanding paintings, were tremendously impressed,
and listen attentively to her unigque story. As a token of

Our Voice Bulletin No. 19
November 2020
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The center is actually a dream come true for the couple
Moin and Futa Halabi, who has been connected to nature
since childhood and considers plants to be the ideal
means of healing. Their store has herbs, olive oil and
its products, soaps, ointments, and blends for making
special kinds of beverage to cure various known diseases.
We heard explanations about the products and of course
we did not resist the temptation and purchased some.
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Hanukkah Party
December 2019

Sarah Golandsky

Every year on Hanukkah we meet and remember the past but rejoice in the
present. Especially, at the sight of the four generations gathering together to light
candles in memory of the great Hanukkah miracle of ancient days. At the end of
each such meeting we wish ourselves to meet again in good health and joy.

On Hanukkah 2019, we met at the Reich Center, survivors, second, third and fourth generations:
grandparents, children, grandchildren, and even great-grandchildren, to light a sixth
Hanukkah candle. The joy was great. The party was opened by Jochi Ritz, who invited
the Organization’s chairman Shraga Milstein to greet friends and family. Our friend
Tirza Zeevi read a passage for Hanukkah and won applauses.

The lighting of the Hanukkah candles was conducted by Arie Olewski and we all joined
in the singing of “These candles we light”” and “Maoz Tzur Yeshuati”.

The youngest speaker of all was Shira Benvenisti, fourth generation, who was very excited
to meet all those present and asked to greet them in person. Here are her words:

“My name is Shira, I'm 11 and a half years old, and I’'m the granddaughter of Jochi
Ritz-Olewski and the great-granddaughter of Rachel and Rafael Olewski, and 1
wanted to talk about how lucky I am to have the privilege to meet so many
Holocaust survivors ... I’'m glad I meet all of you at all the Bergen-Belsen events.
I love to hear every time more and more stories and I want to wish you all a
Happy Hanukkah!”

The guests enjoyed a variety of delicious refreshments. There was an assortment
of both sweet and savory foods such as pancakes and donuts, tasty salads, snacks,
and sweet pastries. And of course the special traditional Hanukkah jelly doughnuts.
All this was prepared for the enjoyment of the many participants who gathered
and came from all over the country.

The artistic program was attractive and captivated everyone’s attention, from
old to young. We were amazed to watch the magic that the lovable magician Sam had taken out
of his hat. The young children enjoyed the show the most. They didn’t stop volunteering for the
comic tasks the magician gave them and kept staring at him, adoring every act of magic that he
performed.

When the duo of musicians Julia and Shaul started their performance, it was difficult for the
participants to remain seated in their chairs. Dance circles were formed, grandmothers held the
grandchildren’s hands, mothers encouraged their children and all together danced happily on the
dance floor.

At the end of the party we promised ourselves we would meet again next year.
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Farewell to Dr. Jens-Christian Wagner

Jochi Ritz-0lewski

The Board of She‘erit Hapleita Bergen-Belsen
Organization Israel and all hundreds of members of the
Irgun, are sorry to part with Dr. Jens-Christian Wagner,
Director of the Niedersachsen Memorials Foundation,
who left the foundation on 1 October 2020. We extend
him our deepest thanks.

Dr. Wagner is a very impressive and diligent director.
He is clever and very active, honest and decent. He has

TAME ey

r

B

fought reluctantly for the Foundation, especially in a
hard time and complex circumstances, when the AfD
party got stronger and more influential in Germany and
manifestations of anti-Semitism grew. Still, he acted
without fear of confrontation, not once endangering
himself in order to achieve his goals. Some of his
important contributions we bring before you.

All these years Dr. Wagner has been a devoted and loyal
partner and an influential supporter of the Bergen-
Belsen Organization in Israel. He always had the best
of our organization in his heart. All members, survivors
and following generations cannot thank him enough for
his extraordinary work with us — always cooperating
and manifesting good will and a pleasant approach. We
enjoyed working with him and we will miss him very
much.

We are sorry to see him leave and wish him good luck in
his new position.

We also wish all the best and much success to Dr. Elke
Gryglewski, who will replace him.

Dr. Wagner has contributed much to the foundation since
he started as director in summer 2014. We asked him
what in his personal opinion, are his major achievements
in Bergen-Belsen Foundation in the years 2014-2020.
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Here are some of them:

- Opening of M.B. 89 (with the exhibition ,, Armament,
War and Crimes. The Wehrmacht and the Bergen-Hohne
Barracks") and a part of the Bergen-Hohne barracks
(2019/20)

- Change of the Foundation’s law (no AfD members at
the Stiftungsrat) (2018)

- Conservation/restoration of the mass graves, the
obelisque and the inscriptions wall (2015-2020)

we - Appointment of a scientific

' International Advisoriy

Board for the Bergen-Belsen
Memorial (2017)

- Exhibition ,,Children
at the Bergen-Belsen
Concentration Camp™
(2018)

- Exhibition ,, Lebenslaufe.
Verfolgung und Uberleben
im Spiegel der Sammlung
\‘ von Shaul Ladany” (2019)

- Exhibition , Roter Winkel.
Politische Haftlinge im KZ
Bergen-Belsen“ (2017)

- Exhibition ,,From Harz to
Heath. Death marches an
Evacuation Transports in
April 1945" (2015)

| - Exhibition , Befreit! Und
dann? Wege der Befreiten
im Frihjahr 1945" (2020)

- Opening of the Documentation Center at the Wolfenblittel
Memorial (with the new permanent exhibition)

- Relaunch of the Foundations’s website

- Website ,,Novemberpogrome 1938 in Niedersachsen"
(2018) https://pogrome1938-niedersachsen.de/

- Website ,, 75 Tage Gewalt, Mord, Befreiung“ (2015
and relaunch 2020) https://blog.befreiungl1945.de/

- Website ,, geschichte.bewusst.sein* (2015 and relaunch
2020) https://geschichte-bewusst-sein.de/

- Different social media accounts for the Foundation and
for the Bergen-Belsen Memorial (Facebook, Instagram,
Twitter)

- A lot of books, booklets and articles, among them
,+Menschen in Bergen-Belsen. Biographische Skizzen
zu Haftlingen des KZ Bergen-Belsen* (2019), ,, Kinder
im KZ Bergen-Belsen* (2018), ,, 70 Tage Gewalt, Mord,
Befreiung. Das Kriegsende 1945 in Niedersachsen (2016)
and ,,Recht, Verbrechen, Folgen. Das Strafgefangnis
Wolfenblttel im Nationalsozialismus™ (2019).

19 |I''A  119W P 00
2020 12711




172 AWD ‘9N TIAINAN DY I'XY
1™2-]12122 *X2X 2D W

Mmnn 9 DN PTI2 NIVIT I0D19NN 1945 1M19N2
V121 NINDN .JNNAIT IN1 NTW NIVIT DY ,a'72MmW 'NI
YW NXI27 DY ANX 79N 18-2 .9M9N2 15-2 0ruMdY
120712 NOIVN NTW 12NN .NINRN NN NINY D'NINY 10N
17200 .N1MIN2 NNIN INEY DWN1 A7 Ui N272 Wi
0900 O'N' 3 125W NINNRY 'N112 NIN NAINR2 2XPRW 129
nwanh 1791 N7 Dnwl L,0W NIPW NN '2'0101N |9IN2
N Np DAl 0I9'0 YW N'NT'ON DW W'W DIWR NINnT 0121
.0M0N NNWY N7 D127 IN YIN2N Y'XN'7 0'710' ;NINNN
D"INXN NIVW2 719N2 18-2 .2X1PN NN 117 NN '0M2 11
NN - 0"0M2N DNXPN 2 NIXVYTNN2 TNE NAINRY 12Van
117 12N21 'O T T2 1IININ 100N - N'0N2 N'NI9Y NNTWN 12D

.NAINNY 1202221 0290 1Y NdoN

N7 UIWO AT ,NININX WA N 'WDY 17 INNND "INWD 02
NNINYT 771 LOINANYT 712! DTN JINAT N2
,22N1N2 NNTION NIMIAYOIN 'OIN .A'W NN
D17 127 12Mm N7 .07 ,0'wWA ,0'WAN
DN7 YNNI 0'0'X2 .0M00 NP NIN
"N 9201 ‘N2 INWN 0P 0MaIn N
DNIN IXT'N D'0M2NW 02PN YW DNnx
50 7'22 D'IN7A NINWY .0'NRN NN 1R
NONW ONI9NT 2 I'N .N2X2 I'N DM'UXD 1D
NN 190N NIVE NI'NWN DV1 NIPAY NINTW
TUW 129 NBN .NNRY [NIN 109001 NN
,0'NN 3000-N 1NI' 172j7 12D 12V2N ININW
TV .0'NN 1IN 20-7 2Nj7 W' DNdVN 971
TINYT M7 PN 20T 71 N7 aN DI
D'NVW-NYWO OW NWNW QTN NNIN2
199'w O'WAIND 79 NN DYND 1'2VN TN 1201
NINN ,NI9PIN2 'T, TN IPINN 0N .07
DM0NITP NN PNIN2 AW 71T 'N2X
DW I'NW ON-DNN ™1"'N - 071D NN INYXINI
1v3N7 17'NNN qQ2'N1 - DNTNINOWN NNI
NXP 2AINTT 172'W 2XN2 I'NW N'IN NN DWY
n212 0N N IRTINN 0N .0nNXVY
.0"71INN NN 10001 0'2N12N NN 12'9, 010
.72 X2 012l o2 Innnn
NWPW INWN NN 1T N10N20 N'Yon
Y152 .N991 wnn ,N791 12T 1IWY 0N .ANNY
TIV 1NN DRIWNID O"YIDWN (W2 NNT
1IN2 1ININWD .W'N 0'99N NwyY 21 |
,019'0 1IN D2 .'N112 2X0N2 011N 99N 1IN
niwwn 2XNY 1VANW NAITN-NN1E NoNwW

AN

MIWNIN .0™MIX"I NN OV 12T 'NNYXN
VOTTIN W INWN NN )2 INNW ,ANTIN 0T ANOIN NN
1772 n79'0 1232 1D ,210 2XN2 AN N L[PRR nOTal
D210 .ON-OND 'WAN OV 1277 1297 12m N7 .ON-DND 'WAN
127 12N2 N7 72N IRNTE NN 12T INOD .XVA NINWY NRD L INN2
DM2TN TANI D210 09N QP10 AN NIN0N .IN'N 12T
DMANN D'YU'NNN NNPY 0 IWY 0'0M20W DRIWNIND
D2 .2TA7 20PNNW 'D YV N TY DnW 0N LPwan NN
n Y NITRYNN 1N' 0N ,N'0N2 NN 12V NINRNW 1NNT
N7 72 ...01I12NN DN I'Nw NPT ONNN2 1T 2pNnW
D'NTPNN, D200 NN 0NN NP7 .AWN D21 [IWNIN 0 00
09712 NN 1ITIN 0'N' QYU2IN IN NWIi7w NN NWIRNNNI
.0"M211N 200-d I'N .[N1'NWN ITANN]

21 Our Voice Bulletin No. 19
November 2020

WOIANIX MIX

,11N2 AWN 110921719 ,0011900 121NN 22N 2018 1202112
ININ 'NWIA9 INTNINT 0NIW 99 ,VIT'N "IN 070NN NT,)D
ININN2 7'vo ,0TN [1N2'T 0V 711X1 T 0N, ]A-NN12 1022
YINOY ,'AN NN 20'N 1N NINW NiMY myunoin .o 1Y
JIWNIN VI2WA TND |T72-]272 DNIPVYR NANN2 12D ,'PO27IN
JV WTN JIN N9'0IN MIWNIT N2 NN2INAD INITY aNnnwY
|IN2 N2 NNDI9NN NI ,NNWA INNT NaNRn NITIN

a7V

NMIUN WIN DTN XN DUANWD MW XN 2 't
0'2 NIn MIWNIN 07Yn NRNYR N7'NN 0V T'D .NMwn
' 71210087 T'PoNn2 NYwWa D NN CIVDIND NaXT
12'pW ,N121"0XN2 N2 NO'DI2MAIN 1212 LIVIXTR2 112N
21 NN 0NN NNIN
NP Yw armani
4 712100'N2  N'TDWNN
nTN My 7y nmInnnl
D'"VDIND NINPN YW
NMoNIN2 "W
NIN 1918-2 .NIINN
XN N L,N2i7 TN
N'omINIT - nphnna
N7V 1920 N'WNI2I
D2 1920 2'2N2 .NXIN
NXIN 1IN2 "INl 'DN
D7 nawn T
Dwinn 'Y T
DN ,TING TN N2
n'nw v Topn
D0 PN DAl NIIXD
.22 'WNIN 20 N
NT 190 N2 NN
jPN7 DAl DYwNR
,NND2 "W 0NN . NT
2"0N1 A TNN
TNNI [q70n DTN
nDNNw OIN-Po0 0N
N 0'wpn Nipa
NINDXVYD  NNNIN2
D"19'D0 0O NPNYN2I

ANN .[[FUXX 'ND]
TNt mvoa )
NI N2'l NO'DI21IND

Jonnn 17nnnY nn
nio'oh 71nw N2
NO'DI21IIN2 TINTT 'NYDAI N2 NN 2TV .12 NMVDIN
NINNNI NM2VUN NV'DN21IN2 'TRY ,NXIN 'MATn 1Tk
TIv N2 TI2Y7 'MINNn .18-19 |2 M LN TIRYY
n>vnY Mol YN LJImih2 noixn” Yw andd Imiha
1944 Q102 .2'2N 12 "W~ N'1o0IN2 'NTR™MI M NoIXD”
“NOIXNTI “YIND” - INT D'TIN'N 0INWYT 1WXD 01020
:DDINY W2 'NT2Y .N21I'N2 NiTNYT 'N2X 2D niwh -
D'2ND 0019 |MODINO” NMAIN2 DI N2 YNoIXD”
72177 'NND>DN1 "'W2 [N NXD DT 72N DTN 120 1Nn N7 0NN
.24 12 'N"N.NOININYT TNINXY 1945 NI NT'NN2 . T'PONN NN
N2X 'TN2 NN 'NYD1 DY9T DYoN DWNI [IMIT7 nuan

1197 'nTn DYo 1 INNTI M2

19 |I'9'A 1YW PA
2020 147111




172 AW ‘9N TIANAN DY I'X)
1™2-]12122 *X2X 2N) W

DNl NY 2N NT'N N'XINYT 17110 NInW TN ™7 1IN NIR .0'DY9
N7 NN INYXIN Q102 72N 0T AN 0'0TR7 NINNWON D'Wonn
.10'OTN 12D 0N DININDD NN NN T 2ND2

,12TV 120 D'WAINND 77N .1945 12009202 DY TIV 'NITN
N1'N NANNN 72N ,7122 120 9N ,11TNYT 107 IN DNNIXANT 1NT
D'NIN'W 1IN CNNW L NIND NNTW CTIND 19! [21IND 12D
D'0™M20N ' NINRN N2 N2 N7 0™ 79N ...0"MINXID
0'N20N 71N2 0™71X1I0N NN 12'WIET1221721 1'7X2 02 11NN
N1 17'oN ,0'2 YW NI DNWY IRtINn .0RnMan w
02 ;ITN DN7 NP''NW NWA DAY .O'WIND NN 0N 122'W]
I'N1 1NN NOND ' 01221, 1T NIREY 1 0N i NY
or-or 192'91 211122'72 T 192 0'WAN D L|ITN '0P10

.NINDN T 1IN

0VOWNN 1200202 17 119D OI' 27V 'NNN T2 VoW
1J027IN INOY 2N NN '"WA9 NI .NIVIRW NwITwd Jwn)
NID .“UN'0W WWTTAN TW 1" "7 [N N0 19 0und
,"UN'OW TUTTAIN NIN 12N 'N 7 19'0,210 NN 2XN2 N
TIND NIINDT 7 W' .0M2T '2'n 721 AXAN My Yy T
DN "NIN INW 17'ON NIN .J'2N DY NIN'WAR 0'N'JAI DTN
2w NN TRTT 17 VXN awn 17'ON 1IN NI Y we
DIV'W DW 1N 72N .M ITNON N7 0T 72N ,NINN2 INaw! YN
.ZYIN2 2N NN W9 M T Niw ™7 720 .yIND Ny
JINUn v Vinw' tNnna TIND 1N .ARWA DTN 1R ANt

20N NINW NN VINWY 02 N TN W 10T

712122 12N T2 D™ Nt N7 P vown2 NiFt 2N TN
n7'on anvn 119D 0 nhonn Nanp2 n1'ont NdIN
N0 D' NINLNINIPR NIND AR ' JINON . [INUNN2 N2
JTION N NWN 79N ANTD .0 ININ2 D170 OON TV
1FOTI ™MIDTN NV NYRINW) .[TN OV NAVP NINPR NN
N2WN ...07NND NX'W TN AN, ™IT RN [NTIWn Yy
"7 ATN INWAN YN N2 0W D LLNIN V920 TNNW

..]NON'TIN 7W NAXD AT 19 O INXINAIL I AT Nl

0'0M2NW 17 1017 DX ANC.APTIN YW 02T 17202 VoWN2
MIN'N2 TINYY 172! N7 D DoWNA NN 1P'0920 D'OoIWN
,ON-OND NIWl 0192 ,0'W1 YW NIMDN .NIND NIMTDNN

.2 NN 21N INXID [N DTNW

17 NN INNIPW 19'0 NINBN AN 72PW 02N TPoNN
NI'DT'ON DW W' 1, NI 12'T 0123w 'N D NINnY 013N IN”
,MNNY 1020'N IN7 .DW MIPW AR 122 VT NID NPT
N7 AN INNAPELVITA INW 10120 TN M0 ININ IT'NWA

» ...Ini' 071> 0'N' NN

VIWO AT [T722 A'AW AN 12N, Y'1WIN2 NIMTIND AN NN
n'n N7 L0192 v 0'WAN 1200 ,0'WIN2 1799Nn N RN NY
NITNY 4 OV |07 DIMIVPIP AN NI LN LN DAND
D'WIN 1200 .NTRWN NINB ' N7 07 92N Nioinn noawh
.0N2 1N TN TN TAINNNT D212 12PNNW 10T 1I2PNnW
niMguNN 1N .0MN TN 0RXVYIWY 0Nl 23N TIM NN
1N IN L IWATIW AR 1wy N7 IN 19XNNNW D'WaN YW D1jpni

.01 0w 'n N7 0'NN .0N2

01020 0NN TAN .UoWPNN P12 D'WAIN OV 'NRT
1INAN 2,9 [1I1'IN] 12NANN” 'O 112 'X{I'7 1IN 0MIN1AN
T'yon NXIN N7 NINW TID pwa wr 190107 .00 1T TIV
ININ 7'W9! NIN '0MPN Y212 .Wo1 TV 0O'N 1V ON NN ININ
11230 TANNN 170 .MI0VIPAN 122 NINTIN NIPXYNRN 11
.O'XNIN W DTN POVY2 WOl AN NN NN 0DYN .0MIDW

Our Voice Bulletin No. 19
November 2020

I'N .0 TIN'D 0™7IXN0 NRD OV 'NI2IT.2IVN TV DW 1INW)
NINN2 .N71IT NUN9N "W NN 1T ,NM2Y 1N2TW R
72N NINXVI Y 171D N TAN TN W21 DONINW 'N2XN
,110 '2X NIN 2'IN 712 1'2N "IN ON 'NIN 'INWI '3 'T 2XN2
N2X |'Xj7 DY D2 'NI2'T .IAIN "IN NPn2 LITIT |2 NInw
AwoNT DN PN ININ NINWIL'0M2N 2W2 AW N
0"0M2N 0NNV PN 21N A 7 an Y?n 12T
IVMNDN TN .10 02 1277 70'w 'R DN IVInW

"

.|IT]ILILI ININ TN N2IVAN NTWY 21W 12NIN 1V'DN 272

1IN NT179 21w NNRY .071N WRR,NANNNR N71IN 'NTTN N
nin ' N'N .019'02 NPT N7 ON PIT27 12 0N N2 NIN
AN 70 N1 N2
N7 .0"nir Dw A
2107 N D" At
“I9mn wNer™
.0M2TN NN 'N2ndn
| N7w 1NN NiprTan
Lhnnnn npam
NN12D NNUn 1T NIN
NND JWN2 .NINI0XN
(] [Ty JT  LF I n 0 1
nin " o N1 .Y
nwWp orn TV 9N7
JWON I'N 207 M
DT N ot
WINA NInN NI

.NT NN 091N N7

qQndn v 1 nnvn
SrooiNo” NN
OV INW'n OW NN
NINl ,21 ANI1D [T
OXTYUY 17 9 NN
' N7 "TV 0N N300 W 12T AAN - MAN T W
11949 .NWTNN NIN'XPN NN 1090 N7 01WO ,0TN "2 W 2XN2
NNT1IIN NIMTIND 79 DY NN Q0 9 I'N 0N nwiw-ornre
"0DI9 |"UDINO™Y ,“NDIXN™D V'OIN DTl 'N2ND .OW NN W

JITAN2 "M WINEtI

|IN'WN OI9T2 'PO2T7IN INON
Rafael Olewski at magazine’s print

,0Nnn 99 NN 1271 MANNN NN PNW INN7 ,0'0M20
N9” ,“W'N 5000 D112{7 N9” ON™MV 2UN2W 0N NN
I'N .WN 1IN 30-) DW 11271 19N 02 .“W'N 3000 DN
N4 ,n"IN82 0N 'Y DNIN 1VUNY 0'N2IR AW NIND

.W9o1 1N 0™MN3 071N 02 I'N .T192 'TIN' 01N

MNN .ATND DT IAINNA )N AT Y vowaw an
J1onnnl pten Npitn2 0'om2Y NTY LTV N 12D VW
0'n' "MWV INNT 122 NN N INT 1INnnl

YNOY 2N NN MWD NI L,D'R' 10 IN 8 112VD 'MITN
D'7'UoN 'WND |2 I'n 0N D VOTATIN A0 NN PO2NIN
wnNn ,NNIXY N2171D'09 NYown At nnta LNt My
122INW 0'7'U0 W NIVP NXI2P .NI0I NXIRP I'N DN INNIXY
J2AINANT T'NNN L, OWIN 120N ,0M1V'W 122N, 0T 71910
NNN NWN 21WN 790 1702 NONAN (1IN [JNONN 17'0N

[pT1To-npo2IP X2 NfID]

,0'NVYO NND VOTITIN NN,IPN2 NN 'NI'NY .O'ND! 3-4 'NINW)
nnNJ1 NND 'N2'T 'FIDD.LHN INOY J7'2N OV .NDINN DNNIW

19 |I'7'A 1YW NPA
2020 11711

22



,IN2W NIND NP .ONOIN 10,070 N2 NIX2 ATyl
IN'2N ,MINNND NIW2 ANI9TY 0'0ATIVD 1NN DI9'V2 11N
.NINPAN INNI 1VA9) DNB NND ,0NIN

D'2'MIYN I'N DN D 0210 TING DNWP ™ ' 0'0MN20 DY
JIVI2W2 NjJIT - NIND D' TN 7w 0NN 9y - 07 v innmw
INTN 0"0M2 DY NW DMP0 DM WINEY TN
12N DT DINNY DIN I'NW 01N W Mvn .0'x1Y 0T
N1X2 0'71INN N2 A AT.0NT7W DTN AN'2P7 IX N O
IWIIN 0NN 101N 0'XNIN W 71Ivnwd Q2w 01Inaa I
X7 IN, TV 100 DN NN DYDY NWYd N Inwnw
;1121712 109WIW NIND I'N 92N .0ITO2 O TX W'w NDINY

.IpMN oV W NI Ywp2 onuT Yy Imnyw

N NT.NYINXID DTV DNIYV'WE NDID 02 102N AX 12
,OIT'W NND OW I'N1 [71°XT P02 NIN AWN-INIW 21A] | TIT
...0N"MV '"NYNww

DMIPYN NINN2 NP K720 A'N20 7722 Mpw an
AN 12N NIND TIV21 TININDI22I INDT2 'NIP2 .0 INND
=112 1n> n'a N1 "INnN

AT'ON

1PTIUND 1N9T NN N2 'o1N9Y 'NPavn |'ND Do)
uUn MY DN T BN CGATT ot INon N e
A2 NN VT AN, N0ON

MW 101 NNIN 2020 12NN AN W2 W 'O
MINTTNN TP N 1Y 1 DT PRTNND NDANL NTNNY
DMIN'N 11 ANTWE toNaINMn v [ T2 N

210 NI D' NN

Our Voice Bulletin No. 19
November 2020

11112 AWN ‘9119 T1aIXan DY J1X1
1172-12122 "xax 2N) Y

NNNW N'D .OMIND DTV OV 1947 DORIN2 NINRY ‘Mt
N2 ,NNNW2 'PO27IN 1IN 2N NN 2IW 'NWIAD NI .0I' DW
INA7 120 NN12 N NANBRNI O 'XN 0W ‘AT 0501 0T
21WTN XN ,0'NMW 1N L,DV0"0N 1D 11 LNnon 1 LGNanN
1N2'T D'WAN N21N1 121 NIT'YO ANTA ...0W ' 12D TN

N2 NNN NN ANt NNy

["TYW) ,NINKN 1NNW INNT VI2W 0 N 0'wann 12N
wnNn .NIMIND NMT'Yo 11201 ,N17NN0N 1NN D'WAN
17'NNN TN 1221 ,NI2'0N ,0'00IP , 0NV L NYINXID DTy
nNn N MU 0T DAY T L NMYI0NN Do 1IN
Dl A"INN 12NN DNIN TN AYINA D'WINA TN DWIN
0'010 N2 INYXN, 0000 12X ... ]NONA PN DD'IN

'2IND

D2 NI 72N 71T TRIN ' N7 mannn 7w '0M2n TPonn
NI .nINN2 7NINNWw an 95 NN NIDNAND AN YNun
.NT NN y"un 01NN

n72 ™Y UNT NIV NNtnLNININY DNEXCN W Y DW
.DITIN' TXN D2N122 NIV1A9 D2 ' 1NNWN NN, NN
107 |NINN D' JNIRPN NN 17 1T IR0 Vo)
J0M2N TIP'ON NN TN T AT .N1R1AN 0'0N2Y7 DN
TIND D'2012N DY 120NN 0'0M20 .07NNN2 1 N AT 72N

Jain 2IN2 N0

NINN2 NOYWN NOWN 72N 210 'T NN IVT 071X0N 01N
NUNN NNIEN NIXRY N2 1''NANWw 2IND DLW e
.N71X21 2112292 POV N2 1INND 17'9N 0'0YN 01PN

270 NN DI 1IN0 'NY2 DN 0'0N20 YW Niknannn
NONNN VIWOW O'TIN-NT D2 I'N 92N .17 "IND "WNOIND 'NaXD

1717 NIxXW 'ON9
M1pa 17an1 0*1n N1 0N

19 |I'9'A  119W 1PN
2020 1327111



Interview with Prof. Moshe Brawer

Excrys; ve

Who was a Military reporter in Bergen-Belsen

exciting. There was a small choir with a cantor. When
it was time for “Yizkor” and they knocked on the table
and announced “'Yizkor”, I was the only one to leave the
hall ... T thought the ground would swallow me... There
was a heart breaking weeping! Don’t ask what a terrible
“Yizkor” it was!

And when Yom Kippur was over, on the same evening
there was a theater performance...

During the trial many acts of cruelty were discovered.
[ want to tell you that the British judges stopped the
trial a few times because they could not face these cruel
descriptions. The cruelty of women, in particular the SS
women was unbelievable; two of them were subsequently
executed.

The British commander, who took over the camp, said
that Kramer told him: “Do not enter the camp because
it is a death camp; there are terrible epidemics there”.
He already knew what was going on there. “Don’t go
into the camp, keep it closed.” So the British asked
why, and Kramer said: “In a few days everyone will die
anyway...”

Many described the cruelty in Auschwitz, but what was
in Belsen was simply unbelievable. How they abused
and tortured people, killed them for no reason, it
was a terrible, awful, awful camp. There was a small
crematorium with 4 positions for cremation although it
was not an extermination camp. People approaching the
fence were killed. Some were deliberately approaching
in order to commit suicide, so they were immediately
shot. They brought in a Hungarian battalion who was
especially cruel. There were tortures and incidents of
people who spoke up or did not do what was expected, so
they shot and killed them. Life was worth nothing.

[ spoke about this with people during the trial. One
German officer, a lieutenant general, told a British
officer: “You better be nice to us, because we will come
back here. Hitler has a secret weapon which he will use in
a crucial moment and all the armies who fight against us
will collapse.” Hitler committed suicide two weeks later.
The German people were mentally ill in what concerns
the Nazis.

[ returned to the camp in August 1947 with the United
Nations Commission which spent a day there. I was
glad to meet again your father Rafael Olewski, like old
friends. The camp looked completely different. A lot of
activity was going on and many people spoke Hebrew,
there was a totally different spirit. Many representatives
came from Israel - half of the Jewish community was
already there...

But the most impressive memory I have is of the week
after the camp was liberated, when people were still
dying of illness, and there were already organized
activities: social help, classes, courses, parties, and even
theatrical activities, entertainment, evenings of singing.
[ was under a tremendous impression then. These people
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were just taken down from the hanging rope and they
were going to organize a theater... They showed movies,
and even succeeded in bringing movies from England.

I spoke to the British commander of the camp. He was
not a big fan but he also admired the organization and
everything going on in the camp. He certainly admired
it.

[ did not see, but I heard that there were disobediences
to the instructions, there was an activity for illegal
immigration, and right after the liberation there were
also injuries to the Germans by the Jews. A German who
was travelling was hit badly; a German translator who
translated to English from German was beaten. It pretty
much irritated the British command, but it happened only
in the beginning. The British behaved with the Germans
very nicely, fairly.

Many survivors knew German quite well, but the dominant
language in the camp was Yiddish. Some tried to find
sources of occupation there; few even opened businesses
in Lineburg and Celle.

The behavior of the British Jews was something unusual.
I remember well Chief Rabbi Harry Levy. But there
were also non-Jews who simply devoted themselves
exceptionally to this matter, such as the doctors. Some
of them got infected of the disease and died; some were
medical students in their last academic year.

I had a very good relationship with the British because
they were interested in reporting the welfare of these
Jews - precisely in the Jewish weekly “Jewish Chronicle”.
There were occasions that British soldiers donated blood
to the survivors. There were Germans who were willing
to donate blood but Jews did not want to receive their
blood. It was in the hospital in Celle. There were Germans
who as soon as the burden of the Nazis was removed
from them, felt that something terrible was done by the
German people and they were trying to help, or wanted to
prove that there were righteous men in Sodom. But there
were those who were brought to trial in Nuremberg, who
still argued about the superiority of the German people.

In the town of Celle, they organized a synagogue and
classes and social assistance. It was your uncle [Rabbi
Israel-Moshe Olewski zt”l] and there were some
matchmaking, which I heard about...

What happened in Belsen culturally did not happen in
any other DP camps. I visited Dachau and Buchenwald
and other camps but no camp was like Belsen”.

Epilogue

At the end of the interview I gave Prof. Brawer the new
edition of the book of my father, the late Rafael Olewski.
If this is not a Historical closure, I do not know what is.

Prof. Moshe Brawer celebrated his 101 birthday in
November 2020. Our newspaper thanks him for his
historic role in Belsen as well as in the world of Geography.
We send him best wishes for good health.
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Interview with Prof. Moshe Brawer

Exe/ Usiye

Who was a Military reporter in Bergen-Belsen

his cousin Zvi Terla in Tel Aviv. I happened to know him.
I also spoke with a German officer who was a British
captive, and asked him “how could you allow such a
thing?’” What could he say? Of all the British journalists
who came with me, I was the only one who spoke German.
So I could assist them with the translation.

In the evening, they drove us to the airport and we went
back to London.

I got sick from camp, really sick. The day after my
return to London they took me to a hospital to see if
I got infected. I had high fever and couldn’t eat. I was
there for two days. I also wasn’t able to write. I dictated
the article to the Jewish Chronicle. The medical exams
proved that I didn’t catch the disease; it was probably
just a cold. For a few days I was completely shocked. I
could not eat. To this day it is hard
for me to grasp how it is possible
to watch such sights; the human
brain cannot perceive it.

I wore a “Palestine’” tag on my
shoulder. Someone with a beard,
probably a rabbi, came to me and
said: “you speak Yiddish like a
gentile”...

They were not in human condition
yet, they just did not grasp the new |
reality. Two or three days ago, they
were on the verge of death with
all the terrible cruelty that was
there. I went back 8 or 10 days
later. I wrote and it was published
in  “HaZofeh”, The Palestine
Post, and The Jewish Chronicle in
London.

The British, after evacuating the
camp and burying all the dead, left
tombs that marked “5000 people
buried here,” 23000 people buried
here.” A total of 30,000 people
were buried there. Some had to be
transferred to hospitalsin England,
to a Jewish hospital in Paris. There
were also people mentally ill and
some with chronic disease.

What affected me most was how
these Jews were organized. After a
week there was already a committee, helping the British
in the distribution of food and medicine. After ten days,
they started to organize cultural activities!

Then I met your father, Rafael Olewski. I also met Yossele
Rosensaft because they were among the active leaders.
They had a huge psychological effect, really huge! They
were a small group. I don’t know what your father’s
condition was on the day of liberation, but then he was
fine. A small group of activists organizing child care,
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organizing classes, organizing events, even organizing a
theater! In organizing the theater, one woman took an
important part [Sonia Boczkowska-Feder-Lizaron].

So I stayed 3-4 days. I interviewed Bimko and Rosensaft
several times, and we spoke for a long time. I had long
conversations with your father Rafael Olewski several
times. He told me then, that he was going to publish some
magazine and they were looking for options to print it
but eventually put it out in handwriting. The later issues
they already printed.

I came back again; it was September 1945. Some
people had already left, returned to their countries or
tried to return, some had emigrated, but the DP camp
was already very well organized: health care, education,
social services... Some survivors did not live inside
the camp because the British
confiscated houses in Celle and
Lineburg and housed the survivors
inside the houses of the Germans.
Dozens of homes, even villas, have
. been boycotted for the people to

8 live in. There was a network that
distributed food to them; they
had no money to buy food, and
in Germany there was a severe
shortage and there were food
. notebooks and the net. Some
women were given an apartment in
Lineburg and received daily food
. from the camp.

The Belsen trial began on Yom
Kippur, September 17. The trial
lasted about three weeks. Then
I met your father Rafael Olewski
almost every day, and he gave me
a copy of “*Unzer Sztyme”. He was
in a good mood, told me how they
issued “Unzer Sztyme’. We talked
about immigrating to Israel and all
sorts of things. I have very strong
and fond memories of talking to
your father. He even asked me if I
had any suggestions. I even thought
of proposing to teach geography of
Israel in the camp, but that didn’t
work out for me. But there were
lessons about Israel. I am sorry
I hadn’t had the chance to meet
your father in Israel. There was a pleasant atmosphere
between us. I really enjoyed hearing about the paper. We
spoke Yiddish. It was always pleasant to hear what he
was saying.

I had to be present at the trial so I missed “*Kol Nidrei”
but in the morning I went to prayer in the camp. On
Yom Kippur there was a crowded prayer in the theater.
There were several hundred places in the theater and
it was completely full that day. The prayer was very
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Interview with Prof. Moshe Brawer

Exe/ Usiye

Who was a Military reporter in Bergen-Belsen

Arie Olewski

In November 2018, the famous Israeli geographer, Prof.
Moshe Brawer, well known for his “Brawer Atlas”,
celebrated his 99th birthday. I met him at his home in
Ramat-Gan, a sharp minded man of clear thinking and
an amazing memory, active in his field to this day. I was
surprised to find out that he was well acquainted with my
father Rafael Olewski whom he met in Bergen-Belsen DP
camp after the first week of liberation. His testimony,
presented here for the first time, adds new light to the
history of the camp after liberation, and it is published
exclusively here.

“] was six months old when we arrived in Palestine. My
father was from the second Aliya. Immediately after
World War I, he was drafted into the Austrian army.
He was then sent to Istanbul. In 1918 he returned to
Vienna, lectured in the Department of Geography for
about a year and a half, and immigrated to Palestine in
the early 1920s. My grandfather was the chief rabbi in
Vienna. I went to a religious school in Jerusalem and to
a religious high school. One of my classroom colleagues
was Chief of Staff [Mordechi Maklef] and another was
a lieutenant colonel who fought in the most dangerous
battles in the Independence War and in Yom Kippur
[Meir Chechikl. T went to study at the University of
Vienna. Then, a revolution started in Vienna which led
to the annexation of Austria to Germany. I left Vienna
and went to study at the University of London. I returned
to Israel, studied at the Hebrew University and started
working in the press. I was 18-19 years old at the time.
Already in London I started working as a reporter for
a Jewish newspaper there, “HaZofeh”. In Israel, I
joined “HaZofeh”’s editorial board, while teaching in a
gymnasium in Tel Aviv. At the end of 1944, the British
offered Jewish newspapers - “Haaretz” and “*HaZofeh”
- to send a military reporter to the front in Europe. I
worked in two newspapers: “HaZofeh”” and in the daily
English paper “‘Palestine Post”. Other reporters were
not so enthusiastic about it, but I liked the idea and
agreed to take the role. In early January 1945, I left for
Europe. I was 24. I arrived in London and from time to
time traveled to Germany in British army uniform but
did not stay close to the British or American army and
every time I returned to London.

In April 1945, news broke on radio and in newspapers
about a horrible camp that was discovered, with atrocities
that were never seen. The camp surrendered to the
British on April 15. On April 18, I went out with a group
of a dozen journalists to see the camp. We landed at
an abandoned German airport near the city of Celle and
from there drove in cars. We were told that the situation
in the camp was terrible even though for 3 days they
were intensively handling what was happening there, and
that we would not be allowed to enter the camp because
of an epidemic of typhus and other diseases. One could
only peek from outside or enter a few tens of meters. A
British General who was in charge described the situation
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to us. On April 18 at noon, we arrived at the camp and
then, in consultation with the British officers - a British
medical delegation was already there — they sprayed us
with DDT, we were given a mask on the face and entered
the camp.

In the camp - even as I describe it to you now, I feel
the creeps - it just can’t be described. One can collapse
only at the sight of what was there. Thousands upon
thousands of corpses scattered, men, women, children ...
We were not allowed to enter but about 100 meters. In
the barracks, inside and outside, were dead people. It was
unbearable. There were German teams who were forced
by the British to bury the dead. Dozens of Germans aged
50 because the younger ones were in the army. There were
2 bulldozers digging huge trenches and with small trucks
they collected the corpses and put them in the pits. We
were told that by the time we arrived, more than 3000
dead had been buried, and they estimated that there are
close to 20,000 dead. To this day I can’t understand how
I managed to stand there and watch.

We were there for about two hours and by then almost all
the people who could walk had been transferred to a large
military camp a few miles away. After they evacuated,
quite aggressively, the SS soldiers who were there and
their families, immediately they began to move those
who were somehow able to take care of themselves. They
confiscated a nearby hospital, evacuated the Germans
and put the patients in. They kept boycotting houses
and buildings in the towns nearby, in Lineburg, Celle.
This British activity was something difficult to describe.
They did a wonderful, really wonderful thing. Still, for
the first two weeks, nearly ten thousand people died.
When we arrived, there were thousands of sick people in
terrible condition, suffering from typhoid, tuberculosis
and malnutrition who have reached terrible exhaustion.

I was able to talk to some of the survivors. The first was a
Jewish pediatrician, [Hadassah Bimko] later Rosensaft’s
wife. She was in good shape because she treated the
children of the SS. We were not allowed to speak to the
SS. Most of them fled, several dozen were arrested. We
were shown Kramer but we were not allowed to talk to
him. The camp was surrounded by Hungarian soldiers
and one of the first things the British did was to take
the weapons from the Hungarian soldiers, as they were
still firing at those approaching the fence. Even after the
camp was taken over by the British, they went on firing
from their positions on those approaching the fence -
according to the orders they had from the Germans. This
happened on the first day, but on the second day their
guns and ammunition were taken away and after three
or four days about 200 Hungarians were removed [from
the watchtowers].

We stayed there until evening. I talked to some of the
Jewish survivors. There were some who spoke Hebrew;
it was a big surprise for me. In the confiscated military
camp, I was approached by one who was all skin and
bones but in pretty good shape, and he asked me if I knew
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““For the first time I realized
Just how low mankind can sink”’

Ian Forsyth was one of the
first soldiers to arrive at the
liberation of the Bergen-
Belsen concentration camp
in World War II and what he
saw that day has haunted him
for the past 75 yeats.

“For the first time I realized
just how low mankind can
sink,” says Mr. Forsyth, who
is now 96 years old.

Although he was still a
young man when he reached
the Northern Germany
concentration camp in April
1945, he had seen a lot of
action.

The 21-year-old, from
Hamilton in South
Lanarkshire, had fought his
way from Normandy in the days after to D-day and
through Germany as atank operatorwith a reconnaissance
force.

When he arrived at the gates of Belsen he says he did not
know anything about what had been happening there.

“There was a strange smell about the place,” he says. “I
asked a gunner what the smell was. We hadn’t a clue.”

Mr. Forsyth says the soldiers were told: “Don’t open the
gates, don’t let anyone out and don’t feed them”.

“When we got to first part of the corrugated iron fence
that was around the camp there were bodies everywhere,”’
he says. “Somebody who did not see this would not
believe what it was like.”

“There were people looking out of the barbed wire fence
wondering who we were.

We broke the rules and tossed over some food, which I
now regret because what we gave them they could not eat
and the folk at the back rushed forward to catch what
they had thrown.

[ did not know until quite a while afterwards that these
people had died of starvation, of every disease you can
imagine.

It’s really a horrible nightmare, which you can’t get rid
of.”

More than 50,000 prisoners from all over Europe were
killed there or died later as a result of their treatment in
the camp.

British troops found 60,000 prisoners, suffering from
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malnutrition, disease and the brutal treatment they had
endured. Thousands of corpses lay unburied on the camp
grounds.

There was no running water in the camp and there were
epidemics of typhus, typhoid and tuberculosis.

Mr. Forsyth says that active soldiers, who had no medical
experience, were not allowed inside the camp as those in
charge feared an epidemic.

Within a couple of days, his regiment had moved on, but
memories of the scene haunt him to this day.

When he returned from the war, his mother stopped him
from talking about his experiences. He was not allowed
to discuss it in the house.

“Many a night I walked the streets,” he says. “I could
not stay in the house.”

“When it is bottled up inside of you it is worse than
reality.”

“The one person who did understand was my wife and
she suffered because of me,” Mr. Forsyth says.

But was he proud to be part of the liberating force?

“I’'m not proud, I’m just glad that we got there when we
did,” he says.

“We did save some people, there’s no question. But when
you see the graves with about 1,500 folk in each one, it
rankles.”

By Steven Brocklehurst, BBC Scotland News
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to the United Nations

15, about 140,000 people were imprisoned in Bergen-
Belsen and over 50,000 of them, men, women and
children died in the camp after prolonged suffering.

To those who deny the Holocaust and want to re-write
history let me quote Brig. General H. L. Glyn-Hughes,
the Chief Medical Officer of the Second British Division,
who arrived on site with the advancing British forces:
“the British soldiers did not believe their eyes. They were
shocked and perplexed by what looked as the sight of
hell. Piles of corpses were scattered everywhere. One
such heap in the women’s camp was very high and about
80 yards long. This sight with all its horror was mild
compared with what we found inside the barracks. Living
people were lying next to dead corpses, there was no
hygiene, and there was no water. The walking skeletons
could not get up to take the little food we provided for
them...” end of quote.

On April 15, 1945 my world changed — from complete
neglect and apathy to human compassion and a true effort
to help the scarred, hungry and sick. Within days we
were taken by the British military commanders from the
squalor of the concentration camp to proper housing and
a clean bed in a nearby Wehrmacht military facility.

The Bergen-Belsen camp was burned and on it are today
mass graves and a memorial site, museum and seminar
center managed by the Lower Saxony Memorials
Foundation, keeping the memory of the atrocities alive
and presenting to visitors aworld of human understanding,
tolerance, freedom and democracy based on equality of
every human being.

[ was reunited with my brother and left in June 1945 to
Sweden for convalescence as guests of the Swedish Red
Cross and the Swedish government. I am grateful to the
British forces for freeing us in Bergen Belsen and to the
Swedish government and Red Cross for bringing us back
to life.

[ reached Israel just weeks before its Declaration of
Independence in 1948 and live there since. I Married,
raised a family of 3 sons and 9 grandchildren all of whom
are present with us today. As you recall I mentioned how
I last saw my father so when my second son was born
on Dec. 15, 1958 we named him Hillel. 7 years later
my brother’s daughter was born also on Dec. 15 and
she was named Hillela. A few years ago I was invited
to Buchenwald and learned from their archives that my
father was shot on Dec. 15, 1944... Makes you think....

Let me conclude by saying that the Holocaust is not only
a historical event without proportions but also a guide
to personal choices in present day life. Those of us who
survived this atrocity and people of good will across the
world firmly believe that it is our duty to condemn and
prevent any intolerance against people, based on ethnic
origin or religion.

Thank you for allowing me to share my story with
you today and may we never forget the lessons of the
Holocaust.

Shraga Milstein
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Shraga Milstein, Chairman of
Bergen-Belsen Organization
Israel addressed the General
Assembly of the United Nations
on 27.1.2020, The Holocaust
International Memorial Day:

Mr. Secretary General of the
United Nations, The President of the General Assembly,
Fellow Survivors, your Excellencies, Honorable
Delegates and distinguished guests,

On Sept. 1, 1939 I was six years old, eager to begin
school in the first grade. But on that very date — Sept. 1,
1939 — the German army crossed the Polish border and
WW?2 began. I never entered the first grade. I was never
able to learn in any school until 6 years later when I was
12 years old.

I was born in 1933 in Piotrkow in central Poland
into a Jewish middle class family. My father Hillel , a
businessman; my mother Rebeka, a housewife and I still
recall her playing the piano that stood in our living
room; and my brother, Mordechai, 3 years younger than
I.

The Nazis set up the first ghetto on Polish soil in my
town on Oct. 8, 1939. An area of houses, including ours,
was fenced off. The ghetto housed 22,000 people in an
area that was home to about 6,000 before the war. I was
confined to my room and strictly warned not to leave
it without any adult. This is my earliest memory of the
Holocaust: the switch from free and comfortable life to
being closed in a room at the age of 6 with constant fear
what the next hour will bring.

Life in the ghetto was bearable mainly because of the love
and protection of our parents, who tried to prevent me
from seeing blood or dead bodies, which were common
sights in the streets. Then in four days beginning Oct.
14, 1942 we were assembled in a big open square and
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had to walk, four in a row, past a ranking SS officer
who stood on a lorry. As we neared him in fear, he was
marking with his finger to turn right or left. At the end of
the day there were two separate groups. One was told to
walk under guard to the railway station and the second
to return to our homes.

This ismy memory of the infamous “selections’”” conducted
by the Nazis.

[ still don’t understand why and how my mother, my
father, my brother and me were not separated but ordered
to return home. But other members of my family — aunts,
uncles and cousins were not so lucky.

The population of the ghetto was reduced to 3,000 and
[ learned after the War that all the others were taken
by cattle trains to Treblinka. From July 1942 through
October 1943, 870,000 Jews were murdered there. The
Nazis not only murdered Jews but also tried to destroy
Jewish culture and rob our private and public property.
The struggle to return this property continues to this
day.

The people that remained in the ghetto were sent to two
nearby labor camps and we found ourselves in the Bugaj
Wood Factory. At the age of 11 I worked 8-10 hours a
day as an apprentice to a wood cutter.

In Nov. 1944 we were shipped in a cattle wagon to
Germany — my father, brother and I to Buchenwald, my
mother to Ravensbriick. When we parted at the train
station it was the last time I saw her.

A few days after our arrival in Buchenwald my father
came back to our barrack in the evening with a stern look
in his eyes. He took my brother and me aside and said:
“we have to part and we will not see each other anymore.
Take care of your younger brother, remember your names
and the fact that you have family in Palestine.” He gave
us a hug and we went to sleep. I later learned that the
next day he was killed at the age of 43. All my efforts,
during the years,
to find out what
happened and
how he knew
his fate, were in
vain.

A few weeks later
I was transferred
with a group of
friends my adge,
to Bergen- Belsen
Concentration
Camp. In Bergen-
Belsen there were
no executions
but people died
there from severe
hunger, cold
and ailments.
From 1943 until
liberation  April
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at the memorial site during Covid-19

testimonies of survivors of Bergen-Belsen concentration
camp were published in German at the end of 2019
and the beginning of 2020, respectively. The diary of
Jeno Kolb (“Glaube an den Menschen.” Bergen-Belsen
Tagebuch, Gottingen: Wallstein Verlag, 2019) describes
the living conditions for the members of the so-called
Kasztner train in Bergen-Belsen between July and
December 1944.

In her impressive book, “Ein aufgeschobenes Leben.
Kindheit im Konzentrationslager — Neuanfang in Israel”
(Gottingen: Wallstein Verlag, 2020), Dita Kraus gives an
account of her childhood in Prague, the Theresienstadt
ghetto and the concentration camps Neuengamme and
Bergen-Belsen, as well as building a new life in Israel
after 1949.

And just in time for the 75th anniversary of the liberation
in Bergen-Belsen, we recently published a companion
volume for our exhibition “Armament, War and Crimes.
The Wehrmacht and the Bergen-Hohne Barracks,”
which opened last year together with a media installation
on the history of the Bergen-Belsen DP camp in our new
learning site M.B. 89 (Armament, War and Crimes. The
Wehrmacht and the Bergen-Hohne Barracks, Gottingen:
Wallstein Verlag, 2020).

Site of learning M.B. 89

The M.B. 89 building officially opened posmmmge
inApril 2019 asanewplace of learning &
in the Bergen-Hohne barracks. From
1940 to 1945, the M.B. 89 building
housed guard soldiers working at the B
Bergen-Belsen POW camp. In April E
1945, prisoners evacuated from E
Mittelbau-Dora concentration camp
were given shelter here as well as
in the neighbouring buildings. After
liberation, the building was part of
the Bergen-Belsen DP camp housing
first Polish and then, until 1950,
Jewish DPs. Since the Lower Saxony
barracks are in active use by the
German Bundeswehr, visitors had no
access to the M.B. 89 building. This
has now changed. The area used by |
the memorial is separated from the
military security area by a new fence,
and starting August 1, the new learning site M.B. 89 will
be open to visitors and the above-mentioned exhibition
“Armament, War and Crimes. The Wehrmacht and the
Bergen-Hohne Barracks’” will be freely accessible to
visitors. In addition, seminar rooms are available for
groups. This new site of learning is now fully operational
and the opening of the building marks a milestone in the
development of the memorial site. The building’s history
is inseparable from the history of the Bergen-Belsen POW
and concentration camps and can now be integrated into
the memorial’s educational work.

My farewell

This current contribution to the ongoing work at the
Bergen-Belsen Memorial will be my last. I will leave the

Our Voice Bulletin No. 19
November 2020

Lower Saxony Memorials Foundation effective October 1,
2020 to assume a professorship at the University of Jena
in conjunction with the management of the Buchenwald
and Mittelbau-Dora Memorials Foundation, where I
previously worked before moving to Lower Saxony in the
summer of 2014.

The decision to leave was anything but easy for me,
especially since 1 have enjoyed my work with my
colleagues and committees at the Foundation immensely.
But the hardest thing for me is to say goodbye to the
survivors, their families and associations, in particular,
the close and constructive cooperation with Irgun Sh’erit
Hapleta. To all the readers of “Our Voice,” who have
supported the Foundation’s work over the years, I would
like to extend my deepest thanks!

Ultimately, there are two main reasons why I accepted the
new position in Jena and Weimar: Firstly, the Historical
Institute in Jena is a excellent place to work for historians,
not least due to the Jena Center 20th Century History
and the Kértesz-Kolleg Institute of Advanced Studies
as well as the new professorship for Museum Studies,
which will be filled in parallel to my future position as
chair. This combination provides excellent opportunities
for teaching and research and their integration into
memorial site work. Secondly, there is a certain sense of
respon5|b|I|tyV|s a-vis the foundation’swork in Thurlngla
: a state that currently finds itself in a
& difficult historical political situation.
In Thuringia, right wing extremism is
not only visible, but has strong political
representation in the state parliament
¥ around the AfD (Alternative for
. Germany) regional chairman Bjorn
Hocke. It is our job at memorial sites
to strengthen democratic thinking
and counter historical revisionism,
antisemitism and  racism  with
substantiated, progressive historical-
political education. I welcomed the
responsibility I had in this realm of
work with the Foundation in Lower
Saxony, but against the current
political backdrop in Thuringia I
| believe my work there could be even
more effective, most notably in the
political arena.

I would like to express my heartfelt thanks to all our
friends around the world for their steadfast support and
trust in the past and for their continued support in the
future under the new management! The decision for my
replacement has already been made: The new managing
director is Dr. Elke Gryglewski, a historian from Berlin
and the deputy head of the House of the Wannsee
Conference Memorial. I have the utmost respect for
Elke Gryglewski and we have worked closely together
in the past to develop a concept for a future memorial
to Colonia Dignidad in Chile. She is a distinguished and
pioneering colleague in the field of memorial education,
both domestically and internationally, and I am confident
that the Lower Saxony Memorials Foundation will
continue to flourish under her tutelage.
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}\ . Jens-Christian Wagner
.‘

: Director, Niedersachsen
Memorials Foundation

The global corona pandemic
has resulted in far-reaching
changes for the Bergen-Belsen
Memorial and the work of the
Lower Saxony Memorials
Foundation. In order to minimize the risk of infection
for visitors and staff, guided group visits at the Bergen-
Belsen Memorial have not been offered since March 10,
2020. Moreover, we closed all exhibitions between March
16 and May 6, 2020. They were eventually reopened to
individual visitors, albeit under the proper hygiene and
distance restrictions. The outdoor area, on the other hand,
has been open to the public throughout the pandemic;
however, there were few visitors until the beginning of
May. Since the exhibitions have reopened, the number
of visitors to the memorial has steadily increased, but
the numbers are still significantly below the level of the
previous year (mainly due to the cancellation of guided
group Visits).

Several exhibition openings had to be cancelled due
to Corona — such as, the opening of our exhibition
“Children in Bergen-Belsen Concentration Camp” at
Museum Liineburg scheduled for March 2020, as well
as the exhibition “Liberated! And then? Paths taken
by survivors after liberation in 1945, which I curated
together with students from the University of Hanover
and was set to open in April 2020 in the Lower Saxony
state parliament. In addition, our exhibition “Life
lines. Persecution and survival as reflected in the Shaul
Ladany collection” could not open at the Lower Saxony
State Sports Association in Hanover as originally
planned. Nevertheless, we were able to show it shortly
before the outbreak of the Corona pandemic in January/
February 2020 to mark the Day of Remembrance for the
Victims of National Socialism in the Lower Saxony state
parliament.

Since many events at the Bergen-Belsen Memorial are
no longer possible, some of our services have been made
available online: for example, live virtual tours of the
former camp grounds via Instagram where users can
ask questions. Our transition to online tours was quite
improvised, thus we are now working diligently on
professionalizing them technically and further developing
the content. Tours are offered in German and English.
(https://www.instagram.com/belsenmemorial).

75th anniversary of the liberation of Bergen-Belsen

After months of intense preparation, we regrettably had
to cancel the visitor program for the 75th anniversary
of the liberation of Bergen-Belsen concentration camp
scheduled for mid-March 2020 due to the Corona
pandemic. At least 120 concentration camp survivors
and 50 people born in the Bergen-Belsen DP camp were
invited; in addition, we were expecting around 300 of
their relatives from all over the world to attend. The
planned commemoration ceremonies were also cancelled
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and transferred to a digital format or celebrated on a
very small scale. The central commemoration event on
April 19, for which we had originally expected more than
2,000 guests, was attended only by Minister President
Stephan Weil, President of the State Parliament Dr.
Gabriele Andretta, chair of the State Association of
Jewish Communities Michael Fiirst and the leaders of the
state parliamentary factions of the SPD, CDU, Greens
and FDP. Despite the extraordinary circumstances, it was
a dignified event befitting the occasion, and its broadcast
on NDR television was widely received, especially by
survivors and their relatives, for whom, in cooperation
with the State Chancellery, we had the film translated
into six languages and placed online. This broadcast,
as well as many other contributions (video messages,
welcome greetings, and three recent films produced by
us on the POW cemetery, the memorial site, and the Tent
Theater cemetery, including building M.B. 89) can be
found here: https://www.befreiung1945.de/de/75-jahre-
befreiung/gedenken-2020/

If possible due to Covid, the cancelled main event for
the 75th anniversary in Bergen-Belsen is rescheduled for

PM Stephan Weil and La
Andretta at the jewish monument.
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Sunday, April 18, 2021.
New project: Preventing antisemitism in football

Our new project “Who is against whom? Violence,
exclusion and the stereotype of the Jew’ in football —
development of best practice recommendations for fan
projects’” started on June 15, 2020 (initially to run
until 31.12.2020). The aim of the project is to develop
recommendations for historical-political education with
football fans as a way to combat and prevent antisemitism
and to implement these recommendations in a follow-up
project starting in 2021. The project is funded by the
Lower Saxony Ministry of Justice and carried out in
cooperation with the World Jewish Congress.

New publications on Bergen-Belsen

Following an intense phase of work, two important
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75th anniversary of
liberation of
Bergen-Belsen

Without survivors and hundreds of visitors from around
the world, including Israel, the central ceremony was
held in Bergen-Belsen on April 19, 2020 on a very
small scale. The event was attended only by Lower
Saxony Prime Minister Stephan Weil, President of
the State Parliament Dr. Gabriele Andretta, Chairman
of the Jewish Communities Michael Fiirst, Director of
Lower Saxony Memorials Foundation Dr. Jens-Christian
Wagner, and several other senior officials. Flower
bouquets were placed at the general monument, including
one of the Organization of Bergen-Belsen Survivors in
Israel. A Jewish memorial service was held near the
Jewish monument. The NDR television network covered
the event, during which an Israeli stamp was presented
to Prime Minister Weil to mark the 75th anniversary of
liberation.
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