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. Editorial
Dear friends,

Hanukkah is characterized by
miracles and wonders. Read the
story of a Hanukkah miracle
which took place in Bergen-
Belsen concentration camp in
1944 - the exciting story of
Rabbi Shmelke.

The front page presents a
very significant personal
achievement: As representative
of the Bergen-Belsen Israeli
Organizationonthe International Board of the Niedersachsen
Memorial Foundation, together with Menachem Rosensaft,
the US representative, and Dr. Jens-Christian Wagner,
we were fighting for many years to convince German
authorities to consider the historical buildings in the camp
of the German army as part of the Bergen-Belsen site. The
buildings were part of Belsen 2 Concentration Camp and of
the DP camp. Finally we won, and the buildings are now an
integral part of the memorial. The photo was taken at the
delivery of the key to Dr. Wagner and the opening of the
first exhibition there.

The Board of our Organization is currently fully engaged in
taking action to stop Trade of the Holocaust. We decided
to fight the phenomenon of “Holocaust Trade’ with all our
means, after a ledger of the Rabbinical Court in Bergen-
Belsen DP Camp was offered for sale at a Jerusalem auction
house. The document deals with post-war court rulings
on personal marital status and includes rare evidence of
Jews’ murder during the war. This is a sensitive and most
important historical public document, which should not be
in private hands, but be available to historic research in a
public academic institution. Through communications and
interviews in the Media, we succeeded to raise the issue on
the public agenda. We appealed to the court, which ordered
the sale to be stopped until further discussion. We also
intend to initiate legislation on Holocaust Trade, similar to
the Antiquities Authority Law.

Thanks to the efforts of Arie Olewski, member of the
Board of our organization, the Ministry of Interior of
Niedersachsen will replace 11 gravestones of survivors,
who died after liberation and were buried in the cemetery
in the Bergen-Belsen DP camp.

Shraga Milstein, Chairman of the Bergen-Belsen
Organization, was elected Chairman of the International
Council of the Niedersachsen Memorials Foundation,
Germany. For the first time, an Israeli representative was
elected as head of the council.

On January 27, 2020, International Holocaust
Remembrance Day, Shraga Milstein will make a speech at
the Central ceremony at the United Nations in New York,
75 years after he was liberated in Bergen-Belsen. It is a
great honor for Shraga and for the Israeli Organization.

What is the dark secret of Pavilion MB69 in the DP camp?
A suspense story!!

We present up to date reports on the recent activity at the
Niedersachsen Memorial Sites; the ceremonies in Bergen-
Belsen on April 2019; the exciting liberation day we
celebrated at Kibbutz Netzer Sereni; our New Year’s event
etc.

Happy Hanukkah,
Jochi Ritz-Olewski
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““Trade of the Holocaust must be stopped!”’

Bergen-Belsen ‘,W /4 T e e early testimonies of the various methods of
Survivors in  Israel o, o A, ¥, murder used by the Nazis.

petition court to halt B faly ¢ 20 e i ) T
camp ledger sale: ; The Bergen-Belsen organization is in principal

Trade of the Holocaust
must be stopped!

Arie Olewski

The Tel Aviv
Magistrate’s  Court
has put a hold on
the sale at auction .
of a ledger from =
the Bergen-Belsen
concentration camp
following a petition by
the Organization of Bergen-Belsen Survivors in Israel.

The organization insists the ledger is public not private
property, that the private ownership of the document
is illegitimate, and that it opposes “trade of the
Holocaust.”

The ledger in question is a record of some 100 pages
detailing 85 incidents in which a rabbinical court of rabbis
in Bergen-Belsen DP camp, released other survivors from
being bound to their marriages (“‘agun’” or “agunah’’)
because of the disappearance of their spouses. Because
Jews murdered by the Nazis were cremated or buried in
mass graves, many survivors required rabbinical courts
to formally release them from their marriages to allow
them to marry again. The rabbinical court summoned
witnesses to testify about people whom they saw
murdered, testimony

against trade in the Holocaust. Such public
items of a historic nature about the Holocaust
are not the property of private people, and the
ledger needs to be given to Yad Vashem or an
academic institution, since historic documents
have research value, and because it is an
important testimony that should be available
to the public.

There is also a concern about who may buy the
 ledger, which has a starting price of $4,000.
- What if a Holocaust denier bought it? He could
destroy an important piece of documentary
evidence. In the future we intend to promote
legislation against trading in the Holocaust.

The ledger was scheduled to be sold at auction in the
Auction House on Tuesday evening 3/12/2019, but the
Tel Aviv Magistrate’s Court has issued a temporary
injunction against that sale, and the sale was cancelled
up to further discussions in court on March 2020.

Attorneys David Fohrer, Limor Levy and Yaniv Levy
representing the Organization of Bergen-Belsen Survivors
in Israel will argue that the ledger belongs to the camp
survivors and their descendants; that any private
individual currently in possession of the document has it
in trust and that seeking to sell it violates that trust; and
that as a historically important document it should be
available for public access.
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The ceremony in Germany
on the 74th anniversary

of the liberation of
Bergen-Belsen

On Sunday, April 28, 2019, Germany marked the
74th anniversary of the liberation of Bergen-Belsen
concentration death camp in northwestern Germany. On
this occasion, the Bergen-Belsen Organization in Israel
published the official journal of the camp’s survivors -
“Our Voice” Issue No. 17. The camp’s liberation day,
April 15, took on a symbolic and emotional significance
for the survivors, and they saw it as their second birthday.
The proximity to Passover - the Feast of Liberty, and
later since 1948 - to the Independence Day of the
State of Israel, caused great excitement among Jewish
survivors. For the survivors of the Bergen-Belsen camp
and refugees, as well as for the entire Jewish people,
Bergen-Belsen remains a name which will live in infamy
and stay a disgraceful stain in the history of Germany.

The camp’s forlorn history, the horrors of tens of
thousands of starved prisoners and huge piles of corpses
discovered upon liberation, after they died of starvation
and diseases in inhumane conditions, caused Germany to
declare the site of the Bergen-Belsen camp as the official
site in Germany to mark the Holocaust.

The Bergen-Belsen camp was totally burned after the
liberation for fear of a climbing epidemic spread, and
the survivors were transported to a DP camp at a nearby
base that used to belong to the German Armored Corps.
The Bergen-Belsen DP camp became the largest one in
Europe.

At the ceremony in Germany, Bergen-Belsen survivors in
Israel and members of the organization were represented
by the chairman of the organization Shraga Milstein
and Jochi Ritz-Olewski, vice-chairman. Milstein was
liberated in the concentration camp as a 12-year-old
young boy. Jochi was born two years after the liberation
in the Bergen-Belsen DP camp. Her parents Rachel and
Rafael Olewski were liberated there.

On Friday, April &
12, 2019, dozens of
survivors and 2nd
and 3rd generation
members of the |
Bergen-Belsen |
organizationinlsrael §
commemorated the
74th liberation day
at Kibbutz Netzer-
Sereni, which was
founded by Bergen- ¢
Belsen  survivors. §
(Read pp. 12-13).
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Celebrating

Rosh Hashana B
Sarah Golandsky &

then a revolutionary step: a cantor
' who defines himself as orthodox
would join women in singing Cantor
chapters and especially in singing
prayers?? The orthodox synagogues

This year we held the meeting

on Sunday, September 8, 2019 at the Zionist of America
House ZOA. Many of our members gathered from all
over and attended the event. After enjoying a buffet of
various drinks and refreshments, all joined the Annual
General Assembly. They listened to the reports of the
Executive Board about the extensive activity that was
taking place during the past year, as well as the program
planned for next year. The members voted and approved
the members of the Board as well as last year’s budget.

At the end of the official part, we entered another hall
to watch together the play of the Yiddish-Spiel Theater
“The Malavsky Family, the Story of the Classics of the
Cantorial World.” The Malavsky family was a Jewish-
American famous Cantor family who performed all over
the Jewish world in programs of Prayer songs and Jewish
cantor and Jewish music. The father of the family, Shmuel
Malavsky, was a cantor, a composer and a soloist. He was
accompanied by his four daughters and two sons. It was
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refused to allow the family to appear
in this ensemble, but the family’s
popularity and reputation was not hurt and this integration
was well received by the public. The Malavsky family has
performed at concerts throughout the United States and
around the world, in Cantor Chapters and Jewish folk
songs, jazz songs in Hebrew, Yiddish and English, and
even in Prayers. The family visited Israel twice: in 1952
and 1967 after the Six Day War.

We watched some of the best Israeli artists recreating
the life story of the Malevsky group: Sassi Keshet, Dorit
Reuveni, Duo R’eim and an ensemble of actors and
singers. The play was accompanied by Jewish folk songs,
jazz songs and some prayers. We were touched by the
performance and enjoyed some moments of nostalgic
pleasure and longing past times.

We parted wishing each other again a good year, hoping
to meet soon at our next event. In our Chanukah Party
we will gather together all generations: grandparents,
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.
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Celebrating the 74th
Bergen-Belsen off
liberation In Kibbutz Netzer
Seremi

On Friday, April 12, 2019, we held our yearly event of the
liberation of Bergen-Belsen Concentration camp at Kibbutz
Netzer Sereni. This year we celebrated 74 years to the
liberation.

The date was set on a day that children and grandchildren
could also attend - at the beginning of the Passover
holiday.

Kibbutz Netzer Sereni is affiliated with Holocaust survivors
who co-founded it, including many members who were
liberated in Bergen-Belsen.

We decided that this year the event would take place at this
kibbutz, which is extremely meaningful to us emotionally, as
many of its members have been members of our organization
for many years.

Kibbutz Netzer Sereni, near Beer Yaakov, also has an
interesting history that we became acquainted with during
the tour.

The tour was guided by Tzipi Batia-Serbi, a kibbutz member
and a professional guide.

Tzipi is the daughter of Aharon and Rivka Batia, both
liberated in Bergen-Belsen. They were active and dedicated
members of the organization for many years, until they
passed away. Nurit Batia-Cohen, their younger daughter,
was the one who suggested that we celebrate this year in
Netzer Sereni. Aharon Batia was one of the pioneers of the
Kibbutzim’ Industries in Israel. He founded Netzer Sereni
Metal Industries and headed these Industries for many
years. Rivka was in the Women’s Orchestra in Auschwitz-
Birkenau, and in the Kibbutz worked devotedly for decades
with children from Aliyath Hanoar.

We started our tour at the Allenby House (Havat Allenby)
situated at the entrance to Netzer Sereni. There we learned
about the historical background.

After enjoying some refreshments, we started our program
at the Assembly Hall.

The program included a fascinating meeting with the kibbutz
member Hilde Simcha, liberated in Bergen-Belsen, who
was also in the Auschwitz- Birkenau Women’s Orchestra
and is a member of our organization for many years.

We were moved as we heard Lior Simcha, Hilde’s grandson
and the secretary of the kibbutz, speaking about the
contribution of the survivors to the building and developing
of Netzer Sereni.

We held our traditional ceremony of lighting 6 candles in
memory of those who did not survive, and listened to some
fascinating personal stories of the liberation of the members
of our organization.

We ended our tour with a visit at the impressive Memorial
Room and at the Memorial.
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to terms with their shattered universe.

They coped by creating life in every meaning of the
term. In the aftermath of destruction, the process of
both national and individual rebirth took on an almost
mystical quality. Left to their own devices, the Jewish
DPs of Belsen tried to replicate the life they had known
before the Holocaust, with as many as possible of the
religious, cultural, educational and political structures
of their pre-war Jewish communities that had been
destroyed. Most importantly, they supported one another
physically, emotionally and spiritually. And so faith and
love were able to blossom. Mourning soon gave way to
thousands of marriages, and new families emerged from
the ashes. Jochi and I were among the more than 2,000
children who were born here.

My father used to describe the Belsen DP camp as the
last shtetl in Europe. As Elie Wiesel once wrote, “Upon
the ruins of Europe, on the scorched earth of Germany,
yesterday’s candidates for death began to build a Jewish
future. . .The people of Belsen chose life.”

As early as June of 1945, the first school was opened
in the DP camp for the children who had been liberated
at Bergen-Belsen, with separate classes in Polish,
Romanian and Hungarian. Other Jewish children from
different parts of Eastern Europe soon joined them. In
due course, Belsen had a kindergarten, an elementary
school, a high school and a vocational training school, as
well as a full complement of

anyone else’s orders blindly. They had had a national
Jewish consciousness before the war; now they insisted
on transforming that consciousness into and having it
recognized as, a national identity. As my father told
the British military authorities on one occasion: “You
liberated us from slavery and we became free people
again, so we have the rights of free people to decide
about our lives and future.”

When he believed that the living conditions of the Belsen
DPs were severely inadequate, he protested publicly and
for the most part obtained results. In 1946, when the
British sought to prevent thousands of additional Jewish
refugees from Poland from entering the British Zone,
my father and his Committee openly defied the Military
Government by giving them sanctuary in Belsen.

He repeatedly and publicly criticized the British
Government’s anti-Zionist policies. For the Jewish
survivors of the Holocaust who had no families or
communities to return to, the dream of a Jewish state in
the land of Israel gave them the hope of a new homeland.
Testifying before the Anglo-American Committee of
Inquiry on Palestine in early 1946, my father told its
members that if the survivors would not be allowed to
go to Palestine, “We shall go back to Belsen, Dachau,
Buchenwald and Auschwitz, and you will bear the moral
responsibility for it.”

At atime when neo-Nazism, antisemitism and xenophobia
are resurging across Europe, we must express our

Jewish religious education Sre
institutions. In addition, | =
the camp had a rabbinate,
its own Jewish police force,
a library, two theater
companies, an orchestra
and a host of youth and
sports clubs.

Yiddish was the official
language of the Belsen DP
camp. The first issue of the
Belsen newspaper, Undzer
Shtimme (Our  Voice),

Rafael Dlewskl geb 1914 in Ozlgciny (Polen) wuchs
inminer jidsch-orthodoxen Familie auf. Ab Juni
1541 befand er sich in verschiedenen Lagem, u.a. in
Augchwitz. Mach der Befresung im MNebenlager
Bergen-Betsen traf er seinen Bruder Isroel Mosche
wieder Sie wisren che enzapen Uberebendsn infer
Famila. Olewskl war Mitbegrinder der DP-Zetung
Jnzer S2tyme’, Leiter der Kulturabtaikung und

profound and heartfelt thanks to our good friends
Dr. Jens-Christian Wagner, the Geschaftsfiihrer
of the Stiftung niedersachsische Gedenkstdtten,
Dr. Thomas Rahe, the academic head of the
Gedenkstatte Bergen-Belsen, and their colleagues
who are the guardians of Bergen-Belsen every day
of the year, together with Michael Fiirst and the
Jewish community of Niedersachsen. We are also
deeply grateful to Kultusminister Grant Hendrik
Tonne and the Landesregierung of Niedersachsen,
as well as to Bundesverteidigungsministerin
Ursula von der Leyen, to Staatssekretdr Dr.
Peter Tauber of the Federal Defense Ministry,
and to Monika Gritters, the Federal Minister

1 i/ Hiztorinchen Kommession dis Jeniralkomilses G
:ﬂlc}ethc? ’ otﬁ%ﬁhlsir\fia\llt)hresr befreiten Juden in des beitischen Zone ImJanuae— fOr Culture and the Media, for their ongoing
appeared on July 12 1945’ 1546 heiratete er du Auschwitz-Uberebende support for the protection and perpetuating of the
/ . Rachela Fedmanowicz. Ein Jabr spditer, im Maz : : _
The first book published [ER& arblcits Torer dochevet im DP-Cormp physical site of Bergen-Belsen and the memory of

in Belsen on September
7, 1945 was a listing, in
English and German, of the
camp’s Jewish survivors to
facilitate the reunification
of family members and

Bergen-Belsen das Licht ther Walt. Dwe Familie
wanderte im April 1249 nach ISrae aus. Rafasl
Olererikd war 1950 Mabegrindar und spater der
Vorsiizende der Vereimgung der Uberlebenden
Bargen-Beisens in sl (,Irgun Sheerit Hapleta’)
Er starb am 24, Movember 1981 in lsrael

all that happened here, both before and after the
liberation. We need Bergen-Belsen and its lessons
to remind us of the tragic consequences of racial,
religious and ethnic bigotry and intolerance.

It is our hope that the five buildings that are
formally handed over to the Gedenkstatte today

friends. Some 60 other

publications followed,

including a religious tract relating to the status of Jewish
survivors whose spouses were presumed but not known
for certain to be dead that enabled many of them to
marry anew.

An equally important dimension of the Belsen DP
camp was the Jewish survivors’ fierce determination
literally from the moment of their liberation to assert
themselves politically. They were grateful to the British
for ending their captivity, but unwilling to obey their or
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will strengthen and become an integral part of this

educational process, and that they will inspire the
German officers who will be stationed here in the years
and decades to come to want to learn more about what
this place signifies in our shared history. Here is where
human beings were forced to suffer pain and confront
death during and immediately after the Holocaust, and
here is also where they found the strength to embrace life
after they were free once more.

(Speech at the ceremony when the buildings were handed
over to the Stiftung).
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Menachem Rosensaft

For most of their existence since they were first built
in 1935, soldiers lived in MB — Mannschaftsblock —
87, MB 88 and MB 89 — German soldiers from 1936
until the spring of 1945, and British and other soldiers
between 1950 and 2015 when these buildings belonged
to a British-led NATO base. But in between — from early
April 1945 until the summer of 1950 — these buildings
entered history in a totally different way.

When some 17,000 prisoners who had been evacuated
from the Dora-Mittelbau concentration camp began
arriving at Bergen-Belsen on April 8, 1945, the SS were
only willing to accept 2,000 into the main camp which
had become an overcrowded center of human misery and
horror. The remaining 15,000 — including my father,
Josef “'Yossel”’ Rosensaft and Jochi Ritz-Olewski’s father,
Rafael Olewski — were brought about one kilometer away
where 33 buildings of a Wehrmacht Panzer Training
School, including MB 87, MB 88 and MB 89 as well as
WB 23 and GB 6, had been sequestrated to become an
auxiliary of the Bergen-Belsen concentration camp, the
so-called Lager 2 — Camp 2.

From then until and beyond April 15, 1945, when
Bergen-Belsen was surrendered to the British, inmates
of Lager 2 suffered here, were mistreated here, and
were murdered here. Let us not lose sight of the fact
that the ground on which we are standing is a part of the
geography of the Holocaust. Lager 2 was nowhere near
as horrific as the main camp of Bergen-Belsen, which
the British appropriately called the “Horror Camp.”
And yet, we must never forget that the moment innocent

human beings were imprisoned
here, the moment that the first of
them was beaten here, the moment
that the first of them died here, this
became a site not just of tremendous
suffering but of genocide. Not
far from here are the graves of
those who died here both before
and after the liberation. They are
all victims of the Holocaust, and
these graves, including those in the
Zelttheater cemetery and another
smaller cemetery inside what is
today the German military base,
are as sacred as the mass-graves
of Bergen-Belsen beside which we
stood only a few hours ago.

Josef Rosensaft

And then, when British troops took
charge of Bergen-Belsen on April
15, 1945, these buildings were
transformed yet again. While much
of the Wehrmacht facilities became
the emergency hospital to which
thousands of critically ill men,
women and children from the main
camp were taken to have a chance
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Josef Rosensaft, geb. 1911 in Bedzin (Polen) kam
nach der Haft in Auschwitz und weilteren
Konzentrationslagern im April 1945 in das
Nebenlager Bergen-Belsen. Nach der Befreiung
gehdrte er zum provisorischen jlidischen Komitee
Dessen Mitglieder, die die Interessen der jldischen
Displaced Persons vertreten soliten, wurden im
September 1945 durch Wahlen legitimiert. Bis zur
Aufidsung des DP-Camps im Sommer 1950 hatte
Josef Rosensaft den Vorsitz des Zentralkomitees
der befreiten Juden in der britischen Zone und des
Jiidischen Komitees in Bergen-Belsen inne. Im
August 1946 heiratete er Hadassa Bimko, im Mai
1948 kam Sohn Menachemn zur Welt. Die Familie
emigrierte zunachst in die Schweiz, 1958 in die
USA. Josef Rosensaft grundete 1963 zusammen
mit weiteren Uberlebenden die .World Federation of
Bergen-Belsen Associations”. Er starb am 10.
September 1975 in London.

of survival, the healthier recent arrivals from Dora and
elsewhere were determined to take control over their own
destiny. Immediately after the liberation, a group of them
met in MB 88 and elected my father, a 34-year old Polish
Jew who had survived Auschwitz-Birkenau and other
Nazi camps, to head an ad hoc committee to represent
their interests and advocate on their behalf. Two other
barracks elected similar block committees, and on April
25th a joint committee was formed. In short order my
father became the undisputed leader of the Jewish DPs
of Belsen. Leo W. Schwarz, an official of the American
Jewish Joint Distribution Committee in Germany during
the post-war years, observed that already in April and
May of 1945, my father left nothing undone to assist
his people. When the British military were selecting a
limited number of the sick for convalescence in Sweden,
he interceded for members of families who were again
being separated. With an unfailing nose for German and
Hungarian collaborationists, he hunted down dozens
who had concealed themselves among the liberated.
He spurred British soldiers to collect clothing for the
thousands being discharged from the temporary hospital,
in the former Panzer Training School. He possessed an
uncanny ability to locate danger spots and to hammer at
the highest authorities for action.

I quote these words not only because they are about my
father, but primarily because they reflect the spirit that
prevailed here between 1945 and 1950.

For more than five years — longer than the concentration
camp of Bergen-Belsen had been in existence — what
had been the military barracks of a regime dedicated to
annihilating European Jewry, including the five buildings
that are being transferred today to
the custody of the Gedenkstatte,
became the Displaced Persons
camp of Bergen-Belsen, one of the
largest and most vibrant Jewish
communities in the world in the
immediate post-Holocaust era.

Together with the Polish DP camp
that existed here until August 1946,
the Jewish DP camp of Bergen-
Belsen provided a sanctuary for
men, women and children who had
been persecuted and victimized by
the Hitlerite regime.

Following the liberation, Jews from
Western Europe left Bergen-Belsen
and returned to their homes as
soon as they could, leaving behind
primarily those from Poland,
Hungary, and some other parts
of Eastern Europe. Within a few
weeks, the camp’sJewish population
stabilized at around 12,000. Most
had lost entire families. On their
own, they were now forced to come
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of MB 69

Maidanek to Auschwitz and now Bergen-Belsen. Many
had died under his supervision and more would follow in
the few days before the camp was liberated.

“The S.S. were having a hard time of it, too. Making
arrangements for so many thousands of prisoners in true
“‘concentration camp style” was no small task. But it did
provide August’s evil genius for murder with the ideal
setting, and he went to work with a will. Accompanied
by his “aides”, the Kapos from the German underworld,
he rushed from barrack to barrack, killing and maiming
prisoners to the right and left, robbing the helpless of
their last bit of food and hastening the death of the sick.
On his sleeve he sported an armband identifying him as
the “Camp Elder”.” (Paul Trepman: Among Men and
Beasts)

Finally, liberation came to Belsen on 15th April 1945 as
British forces of 11th Armoured Division passed through
the area in their drive north. The task of taking control
of Camp No. 2 fell to 58th Anti-Aircraft Regiment and
acting Captain W E Roach commanding G Troop of 174
LAA Battery. He and his men were escorted to No. 2
Camp by a Captain of the Hungarian Army whose troops
were left behind by the retreating Wehrmacht to guard
the prisoners.

“We had been prepared for much; but not for the scene
which greeted us. Two pitch battles were taking place.
The first in the square between the huts immediately in
front of us, which was full of men fighting with sticks
or any weapon they could pick up. Not knowing what
was going on I ordered my jeep-driver to go straight at
the melee. He did so slowly and I stood shouting and
waving my revolver, followed by Lt. Pickard putting on
a similar performance in his jeep and the six guns, the
crews brandishing their Sten guns. The fight broke up,
leaving a number of dead, injured on the ground, and,,
taking care to avoid the bodies, we placed ourselves
between the combatants. I made a short speech, saying
that we were British troops, come to free them and that
we would do our best for them, but that we would stand
no nonsense and have no disorder. As I spoke in English
I didn’t suppose a word was understood, but our gestures
seemed to put over our meaning and the groups slowly
dispersed back towards their huts. Later we found out
that it had been a Polish-Russian fight.” (Lt. William
E Roach, 58th Anti-Aircraft Royal Artillery: The First
Four Days in Belsen)

Captain Roach’s first task was to make contact with the
SS administration and the camp commandant Franz
Hoessler. He found them, not surprisingly, barricaded in
their barracks fearing for their lives.

“Having cleared the area I went in to meet the SS
camp administration. There were about 30 of them as
I remember. As they had been in fear of their lives they
were glad to see me. It shortly appeared that their fears
were not groundless. One or two, who had not succeeded
in reaching shelter in time, were lying dead between
the huts together with the bodies of several German
prisoners.

This was an unexpected complication. In addition to
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the SS guards there were two groups of Germans in the
camp. One group were criminals who were serving their
prison sentences in Belsen. Very serious offences as we
found, such as manslaughter or robbery with violence.
They acted as a sort of under-warder and were as hated
as the SS themselves. The other group was made up
of German political and Jewish prisoners who were no
better off than the other inmates.” (Lt. William E Roach,
58th Anti-Aircraft Royal Artillery: The First Four Days
in Belsen)

The prisoners were very weak but overjoyed at being
free. They came to stare at their liberators and for a
short time they had forgotten the past horrors that had
befallen them, even the Kapos were not given a thought.
However, as liberation began to sink in, so did thoughts
of revenge. Over the next day or two the Kapos were
rounded up and killed by the prisoners.

In those couple of days it has been estimated that between
140 and 160 Kapos were stoned or violently killed in
Camp No.2. “In 1953 Dr. Kurzke, the same SS-doctor
who is also mentioned by Paul Trepman in his report,
wrote a letter to the “Gemeindefreier Bezirk Lohheide”,
the local community, where he stated that shortly after the
liberation of Camp II altogether 140-160 former Kapos
were killed by other inmates.” (Communication from
the Gedenkstatte Bergen-Belsen) As for Kapo August,
well he disappeared for a few days but was eventually
discovered hiding in the cellar of one of the WB blocks
by some Russian Prisoners.

“His two Russian captors would not let anyone lay a
hand on their precious find. Instead, they led him into
their barrack - No. 69 (MB 69). There, they politely
asked him to strip. When he stood there stark naked,
with thousands of eyes piercing his body, his face took
on a waxen hue, and his hands began to shake. The foxy
little eyes had become humble and pleading. That was
the way we had wanted to see August, and the sight was
balm to our eyes. One of the Russians ordered him to lie
down on the floor. August obeyed without a word. Then,
first the Russians and, after them, all others, began to
pelt him with rocks and stones. No one tried to beat him,
or kick him; they simply threw stones at him until the
blood spurted from his nose and mouth. It was an act of
primitive justice- Kapo August was stoned to death by men
who had been sustained by one desire; to take revenge for
their dead comrades and for their own shattered lives.”
(Paul Trepman: Among Men and Beasts)

The bodies of Kapo August and his fellow Kapos were
taken from where they were slain and were interred in a
mass grave dug in a quiet spot not far from the blocks of
Camp No. 2. The cemetery is located behind MB 90 near
to what is now the cricket ground. A wooden gate opens
into a small piece of land surrounded by hedges, fir and
silver birch trees. The grave itself is now covered with
heather and various other plants of the area and only
the three headstones give a clue as to what lies beneath.
Such a peaceful scene makes it hard to believe that
beneath the soil should lay the remains of those who all
those years ago, wreaked so much terror on their fellow
prisoners.
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By April 1945 the Nazi
concentration system was in _
complete chaos. The Russians

advancing in the East had already
over-run the massive extermination
and slave labor complexesin Poland
and with the allies advancing in the
West the pressure was on the SS to
evacuate prisoners into the German
heartland. All this put pressure on
the German Concentration Camps,
who were already well over full
capacity and Bergen-Belsen was
no exception. In Bergen-Belsen the
prisoners of the camp were suffering
from overcrowding, starvation and
disease. There was no more room
in the original camp so the SS used
part of the Belsen Panzer Training
School (Hohne), just a couple of
kilometers down the road, as an
over-flow accommodation.

One such group of evacuating
prisoners was those removed
from the Sub-Camps of Ellrich
and Harzungen, which was part of the Dora-Mittelbau
Concentration Camp in the Harz Mountains. These
prisoners were survivors of the larger camps in Poland
and had been moved to Ellrich to work in the underground
rocket manufacturing factories. By early April, they
were moved on in the face of the advancing US forces.
Prisoner Paul Trepman describes their harrowing journey
to Bergen-Belsen.

“For six days our train, consisting of forty-some cars,
dragged nearly 4,000 prisoners along a route which could
normally be covered within seven hours. One hundred
and thirty persons were crammed into each car, pressed
together like sardines in a can and reeking like rotten
garbage. One S.S. man and one Kapo were assigned to
each car to keep these pigsties in order. A tiny window
heavily barred, let in a miserly bit of fresh air. No one was
allowed to get off the train at any of the stops, and there
was no place for the prisoners to relieve themselves. If
a passenger finally lost control of his bladder or bowels,
the Nazi overseers would beat him till he bled and toss
him from the moving train, and the S.S. man would fire
a bullet after him to make sure he died.”” (Paul Trepman:
Among Men and Beasts)

On the 10th April 1945, this train, like many others
before, arrived at the Bergen railway sidings. The
prisoners, only 1579 survived (Eberhard Kolb: Bergen-
Belsen 1943 bis 1945), were marched from the train to
the recently opened Camp No. 2 in the Belsen Panzer
Training School (Hohne). Already in such poor condition,
many prisoners did not make the short journey to the
camp and the road became littered with the bodies of
those who died of their condition or who were shot by
their SS guards.

The SS Camp Administration had requisitioned six of
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Paul Trepman after the liberation

= the squares located in the southern
part of the camp. By the time that
the British liberated the camp
on 15th April 1945 there were
approximately 15,000 prisoners in
Camp no.2.

Camp No.2 comprised of the
following blocks:

MB67, MB68, MB69, MB70,
WB18 for Russians & Poles
MB71, MB72, MB73, MB74,
WB19 for Russians

MB75, MB76, MB77, MB78,
WB20 for Poles

MB79, MB80, MB81, MBS82,
WB21 for Russians

MB83, MB84, MB85, MB86,

WB22 for Jews, French & others

MB87, MB88, MB89, WB23 for
Czechs, Germans and Gypsies

MB90, MB91 and WB24 allocated
to Jews, French and Hospital

GB6 presumed to be occupied by SS Camp Administration
staff.

(William E Roach OBE: “The First Four Days in
Belsen’)

Having survived the train journey and the march from
the Bergen railway sidings, Paul Trepman and his fellow
prisoners were in for a further shock when they arrived
in the camp.

“We enter the camp and were herded into military
barracks. There we found tens of thousands of earlier
arrivals who, like ourselves, had been brought to Bergen-
Belsen from other concentration camps and were now
waiting to be assigned to their “permanent’” barracks.
From them, we learned that Kapo August had been
appointed Camp Elder in charge of the entire area. We
took the news as a bad omen. It could only mean, we felt,
that we did not have long to live, because August had
become the very symbol of death. True, the Allies were
no longer far away, but we knew that the Germans were
capable of mowing us all down even five minutes before
our liberators could arrive.” (Paul Trepman: Among Men
and Beasts)

Kapo August was a cruel and violent man. Born in Berlin
he was a habitual criminal who was always in and out
of jail for his criminal activities before and after the
Nazis came to power. He had been a concentration camp
prisoner for years and was a “Green’” which was the
name given to those who wore the green triangle of a
“Regular” criminal on their prison uniform. “Greens”
were often used as Kapos, the name given to trustee
prisoners who were more often than not more vicious
and crueler than the SS camp guards. Kapo August had
struck fear into his fellow prisoners from Dachau to
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narrowly escaped the attack by Palestinian terrorists.
The exhibition at the Bergen-Belsen Memorial runs
until end of December 2019, after which it will travel to
another location.

The use of M.B. 89 as a place of learning with a total of
five historical buildings in the Lower Saxony barracks by
the Bergen-Belsen Memorial opens up new perspectives
for the Research and Documentation Department as well
as the Education and Encounters Department. In both
departments a new position was created that is dedicated
specifically to the M.B. 89 learning site: For the Research
and Documentation department, Katja Seybold is working
on the history of the military training area Bergen and
the Lower Saxony barracks, including the former DP
camp. She is also responsible for any questions related to
monument conservation of the memorial and barracks.
Sarah Ullrich joined the Education and Encounters
department and is working on new educational formats
for the learning site M.B. 89.

M.B. 89 offers not only a new site of learning, but also
servesasameeting place forsurvivors of the concentration
camp, their relatives, as well as for those born in the
DP Camp Bergen-Belsen. The M.B. 89 building, which
still displays the architectural features of the 1930s and
1940s, is an example of the type of building used to
shelter survivors after liberation. In this way, it connects
to the past through one’s own experience.

Since late April 2019, numerous visitors have been
guided through the building and the historical area.
Among those who visited are survivors, former displaced
persons, residents, and children or grandchildren of the
former civilian employees at the barracks during National
Socialism and the British occupation. Another important
target group are the Dutch and German soldiers stationed
in the Lower Saxony barracks.

The travelling exhibition “‘Children in Bergen-Belsen
Concentration Camp’ opened in April 2019 at the
Historical and Ethnological Museum St. Gallen
(Switzerland). The programme accompanying the
exhibition in St. Gallen was developed and realised by
Diana Gring in cooperation with the St. Gallen Museum.
Between April and September 2019, the museum hosted
a thematic introductory lecture, conversations with
contemporary eyewitnesses, a lecture on the psychological
trauma of children survivors, and the closing event was a
round table discussion on the culture of remembrance. It
was particularly pleasing to see the great public interest
in the exhibition and the accompanying programme. The
Historical Museum St. Gallen enjoyed a record number
of visitors and all events were well attended. In October
2019, the exhibition moved to Schengen-Lyzeum in Per|
near the Luxemburg border. A programme to accompany
the exhibition was also developed for Schengen-Lyzeum.
In April 2020, the exhibition can seen at the Museum
Liineburg.

The memorial’s employees are working diligently on the
preparations to mark the 75th anniversary of liberation
of Bergen-Belsen in the coming year. The commemorative
year begins on January 27 with various events in Lower
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Presentation of the exhibition “Children in Bergen-
Belsen,” April 2019. (Diana Gring)

Saxony. It is a great honour for the foundation that
our advisory board’s chairman, Shraga Milstein, will
deliver the main address for International Holocaust
Remembrance Day at the United Nations in New York
on January 27, 2020. We regard this as a tribute to
survivors and victims of the Bergen-Belsen concentration
camp and would like to extend our warm congratulations
to Shraga Milstein for this distinction!

The formal commemorative events for the 75th
anniversary of the liberation of the Bergen-Belsen
concentration camp will begin on April 15, 2020 with
the opening of the exhibition “‘Liberated. And then?”’ at
the Parliament of Lower Saxony. I am developing the
exhibition together with my students from the University
of Hanover. It addresses the different paths survivors
took after liberation: such as returning home, life in
a DP camp, or emigration to another country, e.g. to
Palestine and then Israel.

Around 300 guests from abroad are expected to attend
the events — they will be personally guided through a
multi-day programme at the memorial. Among the guests
will be 70 survivors and 50 other attendees who were
born in the DP camp. The World Jewish Congress (WJC)
will cover the travel expenses of the latter group.

Here is a short introduction to the programme: On the
evening of April 15, 2020, the guests will be welcomed
to Celle by the city and the foundation. Visits to the
Bergen-Belsen Memorial, Wolfenbuttel and Mittelbau-
Dora or city tours of Hanover are planned for April 16.
On the same day, commemorative events will take place
in Fahrsleben and Trobitz, as well as a Shabbat service
in the Hanover synagogue that same evening.

On April 19, 2020, the main commemoration of the State
of Lower Saxony, the Regional Association of Jewish
Communities, and the Bergen-Belsen Memorial will take
place in various locations, such as the POW cemetery, at
the memorial as well at the barracks (Zelttheaterfriedhof
and perhaps also the Round House). The final programme
is still being developed. What is certain now is that the
event will be broadcasted on German television. Once the
programme is finalised, it will be posted in due time on
the liberation1945.de website.
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Jens-Christian Wagner

Director, Niedersachsen Memorials Foundation

Without a doubt, the most important event for the
foundation in recent months was the opening of the
new documentation centre at the Wolfenbiittel Prison
Memorial. After seven years of preparation and intensive
research efforts, the new building and exhibition were
presented to the public on November 17, 2019 with 400
guests in attendance from across Europe.

A new opening through the historical prisonwall leads into

Opening of the new documentation centre at the
Wolfenbittel Memorial, November 17, 2019.
(Helge Kriickeberg)

the newly built documentation centre at the Wolfenbiittel
Prison Memorial. Although the new addition of the
museum is physically situated inside the Wolfenbiittel
prison, it is nevertheless accessible to the public. This is a
real milestone in the development of the museum, whose
historic spaces are located inside the prison’s security
area. For this reason, only pre-registered groups can
visit the centre in the future.

The main focus of the new addition is the exhibition “The
Law, Crimes, Consequences. The Wolfenbiittel Prison
during National Socialism.” Hundreds of documents,
photographs, and objects are exhibited in a space of 400
square metres. The items displayed were meticulously
collected by historians at the memorial from around
the world and provide a comprehensive glimpse into
the history of the legal and penal system in National
Socialism, as well as the Nazi legacy in the Federal
Republic of Germany. Multimedia stations and modern
digital aids, such as augmented reality apps, offer visitors
the possibility to explore the past independently.

Based on a multitude of sources, many of them presented
here for the first time ever, the exhibition depicts the
interconnectedness between the justice and penal
systems and the National Socialist system of terror and
persecution. Between 1937 and 1945, the Wolfenbittel
prison was one of the main sites of capital punishment in
northern Germany. More than 500 people from different
countries in Europe, including many resistance fighters,
were executed by guillotine. A further 500 inmates
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died as a consequence of hunger and malnourishment,
disease, and forced labour. Those directly responsible
were state prosecutors, judges, and prison officials. Their
biographies are presented in the exhibit as well as ego-
documents of their victims.

The exhibition focuses mainly on the Nazi period,
however, it is not presented in isolation. The historical
periods before and after are also depicted, such as the
Weimar Republic’s penal system or the liberation by the
Americans in April 1945 and the use of the prison by
the British occupation forces, who continued to apply
the death penalty in Wolfenblittel. The exhibition takes
a broader look at continuities and discontinuities in the
early years of the Federal Republic of Germany. The
primary focus here is on the continuity of personnel in the
judicial and prison system as well as the persecution of
communists, gay men, and “preventive detainees.” The
topics are presented for the first time in a memorial’s
exhibition on the Nazi justice system.

A section on the culture of remembrance concludes the

N exhibition, in particular the history of the memorial itself,

which was founded in 1990 thanks to civic engagement
and the efforts of former inmates. Moreover, an entire
section is dedicated to the family members of the people
were who imprisoned or executed in Wolfenbittel
during the Nazi period.

Bergen-Belsen Memorial

On September 5, the anniversary of the attack on the
Israeli Olympic team in 1972 in Munich, the travelling
exhibition “Life Lines. Persecution and survival as
reflected in the Shaul Ladany collection” opened in
the Forum, Bergen-Belsen Memorial. In addition to
Shaul Ladany, the envoy from the Israeli Embassy,
representatives from the German Federal Foreign Office
and the German Olympic Sports Confederation were
also present at the exceptionally well-attended opening.
As a child, Shaul Ladany made it safely to Switzerland
via Bergen-Belsen concentration camp as part of the
so-called Kasztner Train. Later he was a member of
the 1972 Israeli Olympic team as a race walker and

On November 1, 2019, the Vice-President of
the German Bundestag Claudia Roth visited the
Memorial.(Martin Bein)
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