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Editorial

“In my wallet I carry a black
and white photograph of my
mother from Bergen- Belsen on
liberation day, still in the striped
pajamas of the concentration
camp.” Benny Gantz, former
Chief of Staff of Israel Defense
Forces, the Chair of Blue and
White party, said in his speech
at the AIPAC Conference in
March 2019. Benny Gantz is
the son of the late Malka Weiss,
a Bergen-Belsen survivor. Gantz added: “A few years ago I
placed another photograph next to it. This one is in color.
It is of my son, Nadav, dressed in the uniform of the Israel
Defense Forces. It was taken the day he completed his
Paratroopers training. Standing opposite him is an officer,
older than him, I must say, also in uniform: Me, as the Chief
of Staff of Israel Defense Forces.

Between those two photographs lies the story of Israel.

Three generations and three symbols: Terrible Bergen-
Belsen; The Western Wall; and the Hope of a young strong
and independent Israel.

But those photographs also teach us something else: They
teach us that strength and power must come with high
moral standards. They teach us that miracles do not happen
on their own. We have to protect them. And we will protect
them! Qur people live for hope! We live for the promise
of a better future which we constantly build. Those that
seek life are always stronger than those seeking death...
The secret of our strength is based on our ability to stand
together. Unity - that is the secret weapon of the Jewish
nation. Qur ability to stand united should not be taken for
granted. In Bergen-Belsen no-one asked who is reform and
who is conservative; who is orthodox and who is secular”.

I chose to quote from the speech of Benny Gantz, as I think
he best specified all we think and feel on the eve of the 74th
anniversary of the liberation from Bergen-Belsen, when this
issue is being published.

In this issue, focusing on the Liberation Day, we present
the speech of Gideon Hausner, attorney general at the
Eichmann Trial. His words are still relevant today.

On the back of this newsletter, you will find photos of a
unique Haggadah from the eve of Pessach 1946, which is
presented here by Prof. Hagit Lavsky, researcher of the
DP Camp.

Prof. Shaul Ladany, who survived Belsen and the Munich
massacre, shares with us his thoughts about anti-Semitic
and racist remarks of Jeremy Corbyn, leader of the British
Labour party.

We bring three personal stories of prominent women,
Bergen-Belsen survivors: Dr. Hadassah Bimko-Rosensaft,
Rose Rechnic and Rachel Zelmanowicz-Olewski. New
editions of the books of two of them were just published.

We present interesting and up to date reports from the
Bergen-Belsen Memorial about the collections of the
Museum, the registry of names of the Concentration camp
prisoners and especially news about Building MB 89, finally
handed over to the Memorial.

We wish you a Happy Pessach holiday. Enjoy your reading.
Jochi Ritz-Olewski
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“If my father had not

brought me to Israel as a
hoy, I would have shared
your fate”’

Gideon Hausner

In April 1962, the organization of She’erit Hapleta
Bergen-Belsen marked 17 years since the liberation.
Attorney Gideon Hausner, former attorney general and
attorney general at the Eichmann trial, spoke at a festive
event:

Perhaps you have noticed that there is a new reaction
among the young generation in Israel to the events of the
Holocaust. Something happened, something moved within
the conscious. The truth is that we did not understand the
Holocaust, even those who read some of the literature,
even those who spoke a little with survivors, did not
understand. How could this happen? How did they not
resist? How is it even possible to kill six million people?
And a strange thought crept into the hearts of many:
“Yes, these are Jews of the Diaspora, so it happened.
Diaspora Jews, lobbyists, functionaries, noncombatants.
That is why it happened to them. If we were there, we,
the fighters of the Palmach, of the undergrounds, the
IDF, it would look different! We were faced with mighty
armies; we would not give ourselves that way’’. There was
a shade of such a thought, which, even if not expressed
explicitly and even if the conclusion was not drawn to the
end, the thought turned at this direction.

It seems to me that this trial [the Eichmann triall made
something clear. First of all, it made clear that there is
no “we’ and “‘them’’; it made clear that if all the heroes
of Israel, and I do not want, heaven forbid, to belittle
their heroism - great heroes - would stand there, it would
have happened to them - the same that happened to their
other brothers. While if others were here, the others
would have founded the Palmach and the IDF and would
have led the struggle for Aliyah and the fight against the
British and would win the wars of Israel.

It became clear what was the terrible extent, the precise
calculation; the satanic campaign of camouflage,
deception, fraud and deceit that surrounded the entire
House of Israel. The terrible helplessness of the Jewish
people was revealed, The Jewish people was surrounded
by several walls, not just the Nazi wall. I receive letters
from children and teenagers, from soldiers and yeshiva
students and from the new “second’’ Israel, which indicate
that some eyes were opened, that there is a new vision,
and an identification of fate. And it is enough to see the
children’s exhibitions at schools, in town and village, in
youth institutions, in order to discover the feeling of total

national unity.

We believe that a person should see himself in every
generation as if he had come out of Egypt, from the
house of slaves. We believe that the sense of freedom
of liberation from slavery must renew itself every year.
And therefore, we say every Pesach night: “In every
generation one must see himself as if he had come out
of Egypt”. It seems to me that we must add something
and say from now on: “In every generation one must
see himself as if he has been saved from the great
Holocaust”. After all, it was a blind case that led to the
fact that within the historical process of the realization
of Zionism, one person moved and another was left
behind. The process itself was not a coincidence; it was
a predestination of the history of Israel. But within this
process, whose father will immigrate to Israel first and
whose father will stay behind - this was a coincidence.
Who will receive a certificate and who must still wait
-this was a coincidence. So, it could be that others would
stand here, in the place where I stand now, and I might
have shared your fate and perhaps a far worse fate, if my
father had not brought me to Israel as a boy. This was
just a coincidence.

Therefore, we must now see things right because each and
every one of us was a candidate for those cells, because
Hitler wanted to see us all there, because his decision
was determined that no Jew would remain alive in the
world and only as a step was between him and victory.
We must now know this and teach our children as a basic
element in our Jewish education.
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My Mother, a Heroine of the Shoah

Menachem Z. Rosensaft

At a recent program focusing on female Jewish rescuers
during the Holocaust, Yad Vashem Chairman Avner
Shalev emphasized the humanity of Jews who risked
their own lives to help and save other Jews in Nazi-
occupied Europe. “One of the things that characterized
this humanity among the Jewish people,” he said, “was
maintaining solidarity with those around them. In the
main, they not only preserved their unity, but they also
expressed their willingness to help Jewish people beyond
their own families.”

One of these heroic figures of the Shoah was my mother,
Dr. Hadassah Rosensaft, known to countless inmates
of Auschwitz and Bergen-Belsen as Dr. Ada Bimko
(her maiden name), a Jewish dentist from Sosnowiec,
Poland.

Upon her arrival at Auschwitz-Birkenau with her family
the night of August 3-4, 1943, her parents, husband, and
five-and-a-half-year-old son were sent directly into one of
the gas chambers. Two months later, the notorious Josef
Mengele, Birkenau’s chief medical officer, assigned her
to work as a doctor in the camp’s infirmary. There she
was able to save the lives of fellow inmates by performing
rudimentary surgery, camouflaging their wounds and
sending them out on work detail in advance of selection
by the SS for extermination.

In September 1944, Ruta Krakowiak, a young Jewish
inmate from the Polish town of Tomaszéw Mazowiecki,
became seriously ill. Diagnosed with scarlet fever, she
was taken to the Birkenau infirmary from which patients
deemed too sick to work were sent to their death in one
of the camp’s gas chambers. One morning, even though
she was still running a high fever, she recalled decades
later, my mother, the inmate in charge of the infirmary,
“took me aside and gave me clothes. She asked me to
get dressed as fast as possible and to move quietly. She
wanted me to join the few healthy inmates who were
being transferred to Birkenau. I was told not to ask any
questions, not to say a word.” Ruta Krakowiak, who
would become Ruth Fenton, did as she was told, and
lived.

In November 1944, Mengele sent my mother and eight
other Jewish women prisoners from Birkenau as a
medical team to Bergen-Belsen in Germany. Once again,
the human potential for good in the face of evil manifested
itself. Beginning with 49 Dutch children left outside their
barracks in December 1944, my mother and the team
that had come with her from Birkenau kept 149 Jewish
children alive in what became known as a Kinderheim, a
children’s home, within the concentration camp.

YAt that time,” Hela Los Jafe, one of my mother’s fellow
inmates subsequently recalled, “Bergen-Belsen started
to be like Oswiecim. Transports came from all over,
bringing thousands of people. Ada walked from block to
block, found the children, took them, lived with them,
and took care of them.”

According to Hela Los Jafe, “The children were very
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small and sick, and we had to wash them, clothe them,
calm them and feed them. ... Most of them were sick with
terrible indigestion, dysentery and diarrhea, and just
lay on the bunks. ... There was little food, but somehow
Ada managed to get some special food and white bread
from the Germans. ... Later, there was typhus. ... Ada
was the one who could get injections, chocolate, pills and
vitamins. I don’t know how she did it. Although most of
the children were sick, thanks to Ada nearly all of them
survived.”

Keeping the children alive became a communal endeavor
for many of Bergen-Belsen’s inmates. “*We sent word of
the children to the Jewish men who worked in the SS food
depot,” my mother wrote in her memoir, Yesterday: My
Story, “and they risked their lives daily to steal food and
pass it to us under the barbed wire.” Jewish prisoners
in the camp pharmacy smuggled over medicine for the
children. My mother recalled that when the children
desperately needed warm clothes during the harsh winter
months of 1945, “Somebody mentioned that there was a
storage room in the camp where clothes taken away from
the arriving inmates were kept. I went there with two
of the nurses. To my surprise I was greeted and hugged
by two Polish women whom I had helped and protected
from heavy work in the scabies block in Birkenau. They
gave us all the clothes we wanted.”

In my mother’s words, she and the women in her group
“had been given the opportunity to take care of these
abandoned Jewish children, and we gave them all our
love and whatever strength was left within us. ... We
talked to them, played with them, tried to make them
laugh, listened to them, comforted them when they cried
and had nightmares. When they were sick with typhus,
we sat beside them telling stories and fairy tales. I sang
songs to them in Polish, Yiddish and Hebrew, whatever I
remembered, just to calm them until they fell asleep.”

In January 1945, one of those children, Hetty Verolme,
was almost 15, old enough to be considered an adult by
the Germans. The inmates of her barracks were being
evacuated to another camp. In her book, The Children’s
House of Belsen, she described how my mother, whom she
called the doctor, took her by the hand to ask the camp
kommandant, Josef Kramer, if she could remain with
the other children. “After he had scrutinized me,” Hetty
wrote, “he nodded his approval to the doctor and barked
‘Los!’ (Get going). Before he could change his mind, the
doctor and I ran for our lives back to the children.”

Where my mother found the strength to help and save
others rather than focusing on her own survival has
always been a profound mystery to me.

“In the middle of winter,” observed Albert Camus, “I
found out at last that there was within me an invincible
summetr.”’

Menachem Z. Rosensaft is the general counsel of the
World Jewish Congress. He teaches about the law of
genocide at the law schools of Columbia and Cornell
Universities.
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“Try to Survive... and tell the worl
By Rose Rechnic y1o1 11w moo

Stories of Courage and
Survival: A Holocaust
Memoir

Alice Kamin (Rechnic)

Rose Rechnic is the sole survivor of her
family who perished in the Holocaust.
This book fulfills Rose’s promise to her
mother, whose final words, before she
went to the gas chamber were, “'...Try
to survive and tell the world..."”

“This book continues in the tradition
of Rose’s lifelong commitment to
Holocaust education.

It is her hope that the world will never
forget the millions of Jews whose lives
were sacrificed to anti-Semitism.”

In a series of vignettes spanning more

than sixty years, Rose Rechnic conveys the unspeakable,
while engaging her listeners and readers with vivid
images, both haunting and uplifting.

Her proud family
writes, “Thank s
you, for your gift of imee =
love and for writing :
this book for our :

children, future =
generations and us :=
who live because :

you survived.”

-Excerpts from the =3
Introductions

Rose lived in
Atlantic City,
New Jersey and
continued to be
actively  involved
in Holocaust
education until .

two weeks before S F
she died on April =
18, 2006. Her
beloved  husband
Leon passed away on October 22, 2003. They had two
daughters and five grandchildren. Since her passing,
Rose and Leon’s legacy has grown even larger to 13
great-grandchildren!

The 2nd updated edition of Rose’s Memoir, “Try to
Survive... and Tell the World" has just been published
and is available on demand!
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ChantkaniCeleo ationDecemper200s

Sara Golandsky

Our annual Chanukah meeting has always been a joyous
happening — an extraordinary festival of light and joy.

From the start, when we were still young children, we have
special memories of the Chanukah party our organization
used to arrange. Chanukah was established as a holiday
participated by the second generation. I still remember the
meetings at the offices on Yehuda Halevy Street in Tel Aviv,
where the She’erit Hapleta Bergen-Belsen Organization is
located. Our parents, survivors of the camp, were excited
to accompany us, the children, to the Chanukah party. The
miracle took shape once more. The children, as bearers
of the torch, symbolized the heroic survival versus the
German plot to destroy the entire Jewish people.

And the tradition continues...

This year we celebrated Chanukah for the first time in
Beit Hahayal in Tel Aviy, in a fancy huge hall. The place
was crowded with members, seated at the elegant tables
with their families, children and grand-children, enjoying
a rich buffet with delicious food.

This year we had a special rich program, focusing mainly
on the kids — the youngest generation.

In the traditional candle-lighting, four generations lit
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three Chanukah candles. Zechariah Zederman, who was
liberated from Bergen-Belsen, litthe candlesinthe presence
of his children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren.
The candles were lit in a menorah brought from Bergen-
Belsen DP camp by Rachel and Rafael Olewski.

What was unique this time was the wonderful sight of
multi-generations. Survivors and members of the second,
third and fourth generations celebrated together, dancing
and singing. It was indeed “‘miracles and wonders’’.

The young grandchildren (and, frankly, we too, the adults)
enjoyed a magic show and tricks with Ido Jagler, which
was followed by nostalgic music, played by Hezi Habibi,
master of musical wind instruments.

At the end, newly published copies of “Our Voice”” No.
16, which have just come out of the printing press ...were
distributed to all the participants.

We would like to thank the organizers. This time members
of the third generation took an active part in planning the
party and designing the colorful invitation — so special
thanks to Ayelet and Ronit Ritz. Thanks also to Itzik
Rubin, our devoted photographer, who took many pictures
of the event — some of his pictures are presented here. You
may find all of the photos on our site bergenbelsen.org.
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I came to Bergen-Belsen Camp in July 1943 with the
group which had immigration certificates to foreign
countries. My name then was Ariela Mayer. I came with
my aunt Clara and my uncle Edmond, after all my family
was murdered. I was 10 years old.

My uncle, Dr. Edmond Mayer, was a doctor and the
Germans appointed him as chief doctor, but he died 6
weeks later. The rest of the time I spent with my aunt
who was like a mother to me. She lived with us until she
passed away in 1966.

You may find our names in the book of the prisoners of
the camp who were liberated in Bergen-Belsen. A few
years ago, I received my uncle’s death certificate from
the Museum in Bergen-Belsen.

I am not young but I am fortunate to have a nice family: 2
daughters, 4 grand-daughters and 5 great-grandchildren.
Unfortunately my husband passed away 10 years ago. He

was one of the “Teheran Chil Z .

Thank you for being in contact with me.
Ariela Rojek,
Canada
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The Collections of the Bergen-Belsen Memorial Museum

Klaus Tatzler

Since the late 1980’s the collection of the Bergen-
Belsen Memorial Museum is focused on the history of
the Bergen-Belsen camps and its prisoners.

According to this, the main emphasis of research and
documentation is connected directly with the history
of Bergen-Belsen that means there are no collections
concerning other concentration camps or about the
history of National Socialism in general. Artefacts and
documents related to other places are included to the
archives only exceptionally.

Obviously, the main public interest was focused on the
history of the Bergen-Belsen concentration camp. In
comparison research on the history of the Prisoner of
War camp Bergen-Belsen was neglected for many years.
Besides the Displaced Persons camp Bergen-Belsen
which existed from 1945 to 1950 in the nearby army
barracks became a topic for historical research only in
the middle of the 1990’s.

Since 2000 all three histories of Bergen-Belsen are
documented in the Memorial’s collections, publications
and exhibitions.

Finally, there are two more issues which came up in the
last years:

Memory culture related to the Memorial Museum and
the history of the nearby army barracks and military
training area.

The collection consists of five sections. All stored in
six repositories that are fire protected safe rooms with
climatic control units. Access is permitted only by the
archivists.

The first collection consists of more than 1700 written
testimonies, a collection of press clippings and — mostly
copies — of files from various institutions from all over the
world, for example The National Archives, Yad Vashem,
or the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum. One of the
very rare original documents of our collection are the
2191 compensation files which the Memorial received by
the Irgun Sherit Hapleta.

Mainly recorded during the 1990ies there is a collection
of approximately 300 interviews with eyewitnesses on
audio tapes - most of them with survivors of the Bergen-
Belsen concentration camp.

Corresponding to this there is a third collection, the video
archives, including more than 500 interviews which were
conducted by the Bergen-Belsen Memorial. Most of them
last between two and four hours spoken in German or
English

Both interview collections - audio and video - are of
extremely great value.

The photograph archives are the fourth collection.
There is no single photograph taken in Bergen-Belsen
concentration camp during its existence, but nevertheless
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we could compile a huge collection of approximately
20,000 photographs. There are historical photographs
of the liberation of the concentration camp but also of
the POW camp and the DP Camp Bergen-Belsen, and
many collections of family pictures of former inmates.
Finally, many photographs are documenting the memorial
landscape as well as various ceremonies and events which
took place on the site since 1945 up to today.

The fifth collection consists of artefacts.

On one hand there are several artefacts from private
possession like clothes, passports, letters, notes etc.
Most of them are unique objects often connected with
sad private experiences. These items were entrusted and
donated to the Memorial by former inmates or their
relatives, by liberators, and various others who wished to
support the Memorial’s work.

On the other hand, there is a collection of archaeological
artefacts found at the historical site. Typical objects are
for example fragments of cups, bottles, plates, buttons
and barbed wire.

During last year more than hundred visitors came to the
archives for information and research. Most of them are
working on theses, articles, books and other media. In
many cases the sources of the Memorial's collections had
an important impact on their work.
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most by relatives of former prisoners but even still of
survivors of Bergen-Belsen. Past year we attended 90
visits of people who want to learn about their family
members in Bergen-Belsen. They want to know where the
grave of a relative is located and they want to mourn. The
Register of Names helps us to research for traces, to reply
to requests, and to attend visitors appropriately. And we
are doing it for ethical reasons. The SS wanted to destroy
life, names, and memory of the prisoners especially of
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the Romani and Jews. Compiling names and data means
working in the opposite direction. Thus we published a
second edition of the Book of Remembrance with 50,000
names of former prisoners in 2005. The number of all
prisoners in the Bergen-Belsen concentration camp
is estimated up to 120,000. So working on compiling
and registering the names is still going on as well as
supporting people concerning their research for relatives
in Bergen-Belsen.

17 |I'7'A  119W Npan
2019 7'1IN YW”VWN ND3J




The Registry of Names of
the Bergen-Belsen Concentration Camp Prisoners

Bernd Horstmann

When the British liberated
Bergen-Belsen they found
55,000 sick prisoners and
about 10,000 corpses lying
on the concentration camp
site. They did not find any
documentationoftheprisoners
because the SS destroyed
evidence of their crimes by
burning the camp register
shortly before liberation.

Thus the Bergen-Belsen
Memorial systematically started compiling names
related sources in 1990. In order to draw up a new
Registry of Names it was therefore necessary to compile
the prisoners’ names and biographical data from parallel
and alternative records. These parallel records were
made at different times before and after liberation by
different authors for a wide range of motives.

The person-related sources still in existence are not
evenly distributed over the various camp sections, groups
of prisoners and phases of the camp’s history. While
the records are comparatively good for the “Exchange
Camp”, in which the Jewish prisoners intended for
exchange were detained, there are significantly fewer
names and biographical data for the prisoners deported
to Bergen-Belsen after the end of 1944 in the course of
the dissolution of camps near the front.

Almost all the names of the roughly 5,500 prisoners of
the “Star Camp’ are known. Josef Weiss, the deputy
“Senior Jewish Prisoner” of this section of the camp,
kept the official lists he had to handle for the SS until his
liberation in Trobitz. The names and data of the more than
6,000 prisoners in the “Hungarians’ Camp” have been
kept almost in their entirety due to the deputy “Senior
Jewish Prisoner”, Ladislaus Tordk, who also took the
official lists with him on transport until his liberation at
Theresienstadt. In addition, there are contemporary lists
of names of the Kasztner Group taken to Switzerland at
the end of 1944.

Most of the prisoners of the considerably smaller
“Neutrals’ Camp” are also known. In contrast, the
names and data of most of the people in the Polish
“Special Camp”, especially those of the approximately
2,000 Jews deported from Bergen-Belsen to Auschwitz
and murdered there, are still unknown.

The information on those prisoners who were brought to
Bergen-Belsen from other camps and working squads of
other concentration camps is fragmentary. The lists of
transports (e.g. from Buchenwald) and numberbooks from
other concentration camps (e.g. Flossenblirg) provide a
source here. The gaps in the information are especially
large, above all, during the last months before liberation.
Thus, of the more than 15,000 male prisoners who were
taken from the Mittelbau-Dora concentration camp and
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its satellite camps in April 1945 and moved to the nearby
Wehrmacht barracks complex, only a few hundred are
known. The transports with tens of thousands of people
from Auschwitz, Gro3-Rosen, Natzweiler, Neuengamme,
Ravensbriick, Sachsenhausen and the attached satellite
camps, which arrived in Bergen-Belsen in 1945, are just
as poorly documented. There is better information only
concerning the transports from the concentration camps
Buchenwald, Dachau, Flossenbiirg, and Mauthausen.

Of the female prisoners inthe “*Women’s Camps’’ a total of
more than 20,000 names have now been determined, and
of the male prisoners in “*Men’s Camps’’ roughly 13,000
names are now also known. Of the more than 52,000
people who died in the Bergen-Belsen concentration
camp and in the first weeks after liberation, only a total
of 10,000 names are known so far. The sources on which
these are based are, above all, the copies of the registers
of deaths compiled in the special registry office of the
Bergen-Belsen concentration camp and the analysis of
the documentation to be found in the special registry
office in Bad Arolsen. In addition, various lists exist of
the people who died after liberation and were buried in
the cemetery on the grounds of the nearby barracks.

Unfortunately, no complete list of the survivors of
the Bergen-Belsen concentration camp was made
immediately after the liberation. Among other reasons,
the explanation for this is that the British were primarily
interested in giving the liberated prisoners medical help
and in providing them with food. There was no time for
a comprehensive registration during the evacuation of
the survivors to the nearby barracks complex. However,
a number of the national committees established
immediately after the liberation did produce their own
lists of liberated prisoners. Various lists with the names
of repatriated survivors also have been included in the
Book of Remembrance.

A large number of additional person-related sources
were included in the list of names in addition to the
records already mentioned, above all published accounts,
investigatory and trial documents, compensation files,
obituaries etc. In addition, the Memorial was — and still
is —in contact with many former prisoners of the Bergen-
Belsen concentration camp. The Memorial received
numerous questionnaires from them with biographical
details about themselves or friends and relatives, this
information could not have been obtained in any other
way. As a result of their comprehensive reports, and
biographical interviews, the survivors have made an
important contribution to drawing up the history of
Bergen-Belsen.

Why are we doing these efforts of compiling person-
related data and adding it to a computerised database?
On one hand for historical reasons, of course. We want to
know more about transports, mortality, age and gender
structure in different camp sections, and so on. On the
other hand humanitarian reasons are just as important as
scientific ones. In 2018 we received about 720 requests
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”IX3 M1 NOX”
“Crying is forbidden

man of a distinguished rabbinical family from Poland.
He was one of the prominent leaders of the survivors
of Bergen-Belsen. They married and gave birth to their
daughter Jochi in the DP Camp. In 1949 the Zionist
family immigrated to Israel, where their son Arie was
born. The story of the women’s orchestra was unknown
for years, until the 1980s, when people started to deal
with it in literature, theater, radio and TV. Some books,
plays and opera told the story of this amazing women’s
group. The first book was written in France by one of
| the Survivors,
later a play
was written by
Shmuel Hasfari,
and  Hollywood
produced a film
with the British
actress Vanessa
Redgrave.

In recent years,
an extensive
academic
' research  about
“Women in
& the Holocaust”
was  witnessed.
Israeli Ra’anana
Symphonette
Orchestra
dedicated special
concert series to
the story of this
special orchestra
and its legendary
conductor, Alma
Rose.
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Rachela Olewski-Zelmanowicz was interviewed in 1984
by Yad-Vashem and gave a detailed testimony. Her son
and daughter made the testimony public, translated it
into English and added some fascinating photos and
documents, including a 60 years old “Greetings from
Hell”” - the “working card” of Rachela recorded by the
SS in Auschwitz.

The first edition of the testimony in Hebrew and English
was published privately. By the end of 2018 the story
was published also in German. The book was edited by
Prof. Erhard Roy Wiehn of the University of Konstanz.
Ttranslation into German by Klara Strompf of Frankfurt.
Hartung-Gore Publishing, Konstanz, 140 pages including
many pictures. ISBN 978-3-86628-620-7
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family were not so lucky. Altogether, 1 lost 28 relatives
in the Holocaust.

The journey from Belsen to my involvement in the Munich
Olympics was a long one. After the war, my family settled
in the newly created nation of Israel in 1948, and I
began proper studies, having been deprived of schooling
because of the Holocaust.

I managed to graduate from university as an engineer
and later gained a PhD from Colombia University in the
U.S.

Later, during a spell in the Israeli army while completing
my national service as an artillery officer, I also found
that T had an aptitude for endurance athletics, despite
my small build. So I first took up long-distance running,
and then switched, with more success, to race walking.

It was a discipline that allowed me to travel me all over
the world, including to the UK, where in 1970 I won
the renowned London to Brighton race. I also gained a
World Championship title in 1972, as well as setting the
world record for the 50-mile event, which still stands.

But my appearances at the 1968 Mexico Olympics and
the 1972 Games in Munich were the biggest highlights.
In going back to Germany, I was so proud to be part of
an Israeli team whose very existence demonstrated that
the Jews had not been crushed, but had survived and
flourished with a new spirit of nationhood.

But the Palestinian terrorist group Black September
could not stomach it.

In the immediate chaos after the Munich Massacre,
it was reported on the news that I was not among the
survivors.

‘Shaul Ladany was not lucky second time,’ said one
papetr.

It was a miscommunication that understandably brought
huge distress to my wife in Israel, who had given birth to
our only child just a year before. But that made it all the
sweeter when she learned that I was still alive.

Almost 45 years later, I am still enjoying life at 82, and
even still competing as a walker. Last week, I was the
oldest finisher walking the full distance of the Tel Aviv
marathon.

But my greatest regret is that the spectre of anti-Semitism
has been reawakened when it should have disappeared
into the annals of infamy.

There can be no doubt about it: in Britain, this is partly
the fault of Jeremy Corbyn and his inner circle.

Yours is a country with its great traditions of democracy
and of acceptance of people of all races and creeds, and
it deserves better than this.

The Labour Party promises tough action on anti-
Semitism. Surely, the toughest action of all would be the
removal of the Party’s malignant leader.

Shaul Ladany is Professor Emeritus of Industrial
Engineering at Ben-Gurion University, Beer-Sheva,
Israel. (Published in The Daily Mail, UK)

The Story of Rachel Olewski (Zelmanowicz)
of the women’s orchestra in Birkenau-Auschwitz

Now in German

Arie Olewski

Rachel Zelmanowicz was born in Bendzin, Poland, on
8 October 1921. On September 1st 1939, just a month
before her 18th birthday, war broke out. Her studies in

High  school
ended. Rachela
lived in the

ghetto until she
was deported
to Auschwitz
with her father
and  brother.
Her father was
murdered on
the same day
they  arrived
at Auschwitz,
which was also
his birthday.

A shy qirl,
who played the
mandolin only
in elementary
school, she
was pushed by
her brother’s
fiancée to join
the orchestra
at Auschwitz,
conducted by
the well-known
violinist Alma Rose. Alma and the orchestra were the only
chance of Rachela to escape certain death. Rachela played
in great fear as she didn’t play for many years. Outside,
death raged as Dr. Mengele was selecting people for life
or death, but in the Block the orchestra kept rehearsing.
Her brother took part in the SonderKommando prisoners’
uprising and was executed right after they failed. At
the end of 1944 the Jewish girls of the orchestra were
deported to Bergen-Belsen, where hunger and disease
were taking lives of tens of thousands of peoples. In April
1945 the British army freed the notorious camp and was
struggling to save the rest of the survivors from dying of
starvation and disease.

Rachela Zelmanowicz Olewski

Weinen hier verboten

Ein jidisches Midchen im polnischen Bendzin,
im Ghetto von Bendein und im Versteck,
im Fravenorchester von Auschwiiz,
in Bergen-Belsen und lsrael
1921-1987

Herausgegeben von Erhard Roy Wichn
Hartung-Gorre Verlag Konstanz

Rachelasoughttoimmigrate immediately to Palestine, but
on the way, she met Raphael Olewski, a handsome young



by the terrorists, most of them as hostages in a bloody
confrontation with German police. A German policeman
also died.

Many years later, I wondered if my own survival was a
stroke of luck — a simple consequence of the room I'd
been allocated in the Olympic village.

Apartment No. 2 — sandwiched between two apartments
that were attacked by the terrorists — had two members

of Israel’s Olympic shooting team sharing one of its three
bedrooms.

That information was probably known to the terrorists,
and I believe they avoided Apartment 2 because they
feared armed resistance.

The wounds inflicted on the Jewish people by that act
of barbarity in Munich will never heal. And I find it
appalling that Labour now flirts with the same vile creed
that inspired the murder of my teammates.

What a tragic commentary on the state of the Party that,
at the last Labour Conference, Liverpool MP Luciana
Berger required a police escort because of the seriousness
of death threats against her.

At the same time, just like Chris Williamson, Len
McCluskey, Labour’s biggest trades union backer,
recently dismissed the furore as ‘contrived’.

It is little surprise to find that nine Labour M Ps have now
left the Party in protest at the leadership, but I wonder
why others haven’t.

As someone who has always been interested in British
political history, I know that all this would have been
unthinkable under any previous Labour leader.

The Party used to be a powerful advocate of Jewish liberty
and a supporter of Zionism. As early as 1917, Labour
declared in a document on its war aims: ‘The British
Labour Movement demands for Jews in all countries
the same elementary rights of tolerance, freedom of
residence and trade, and equal citizenship that ought to
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be extended to the inhabitants of every nation.’

On the eve of World War II, Clement Attlee took in a
Jewish refugee fleeing Nazi persecution, while, during the
conflict, his cross-party alliance with Winston Churchill
was instrumental in bringing Hitler’s foul despotism to
an end.

Other Labour leaders have followed the same path. Tony
Blair was a unequivocal friend of Israel and opponent of
militant Islamism. Ed Miliband is Jewish, the son

& | f of a refugee father.

But Corbyn’s code is very different. There can be
little dispute about his real feelings. This is a man
who calls Hezbollah and Hamas his ‘friends’; who
sends a tweet to express his support for an artist
who painted an anti-Semitic mural in East London;
and who announces that British ‘Zionists’ have ‘no
sense of English irony’. It is almost as if the man
has never read a history book.

In 1944, I was eight when, along with my family,
[ was interned in the infamous Bergen-Belsen
concentration camp. I was young, but even then I
was no stranger to anti-Semitism.

My first encounter came when I was just five years
old, as the Nazis invaded my home city of Belgrade,
then the capital of Yugoslavia.

Immediately, official notices appeared on the
streets ordering Jews to report to the authorities
or they would be shot. Those who complied were
rounded up, placed in trucks and gassed, using
fumes from the exhaust pipes.

To escape the Nazis, my family fled to Hungary but
found little freedom from persecution. I remember how,
on a visit to relatives, we were attacked by some locals,
beaten, pelted with horse dung and called ‘stinky Jews’.

Eventually, after a spell in the Budapest ghetto, we were
seized by the Nazis and taken to Belsen.

The camp was not classified as an extermination centre,
but was still a place of savage cruelty, reflecting the
lethal anti-Semitism at the heart of Nazi ideology.

An atmosphere of permanent terror hung in the air,
reinforced by the watchtowers, the high fences, the
searchlights and the endless shouting of the German
guards. I will never forget the bitter cold as we stood
for hours every day in our ragged clothes while lengthy
headcounts were repeatedly conducted.

Just as oppressive was the gnawing hunger. We were
walking skeletons, treated worse than animals. More than
60,000 people died in Bergen-Belsen from starvation or
illness before the camp was liberated by the British in
1945.

Fortunately, my own torment was over before the war
ended. In December 1944, my family was released from
Belsen as a result of a deal negotiated by the World
Jewish Congress in the U.S., under which the Nazis let go
1,600 prisoners in return for large cash sums deposited
in their Swiss bank accounts.

We were sent to Switzerland, where we were housed in a
welcoming refugee base. But other members of my wider
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Shaul Ladany, survivor of Belsen and the Munich

massacre, accuses Lahour leader in Britain with
Antisemitism

On the day I landed in Munich with my
Israeli teammates to participate in the
1972 Olympic Games, one German
newspaper reported: ‘Shaul Ladany is
walking on familiar ground.’

As someone who had witnessed at first-
hand the horrors of Bergen-Belsen -~
concentration camp as a child, the |

German media had become taken with
the story of my return to a country
whose people had once attempted to
eliminate Jews from the face of the Earth.

Yet all too soon my pride in this had turned to horror
when, in the early hours, in my bed in the Olympic village,
I was shaken awake by a fellow athlete who’d heard a
gunshot.

Palestinian terrorists had just claimed their first victim
in what would become the cold-hearted massacre of 11
Israeli athletes — though I was, of course, unaware of
that fact.

Still in my pajamas, I cautiously opened the main door
of our apartment and saw a dark-skinned, heavily armed
man standing guard at the adjacent apartment.

Someone was pleading with him for mercy.
‘The Jews are not human,’ replied the terrorist.

In one calculated sentence, he had distilled the very
essence of what it means to be anti-Semitic.

So, imagine my disgust when, last summer — at my home
in Israel — I saw the Daily Mail’s front page picture of
the leader of the British Labour Party holding a wreath
in 2014 just a few yards from the graves of terrorists
who masterminded the Munich massacre.

It confirmed what I, a committed Anglophile, have
suspected for some time: that the dark force of anti-
Semitism that was once associated with Nazism had
seeped into Britain’s political life in a way I could never
have imagined.

And nowhere is this poison more prevalent than — as the
Mail has reported week in, week out — at the very top of
the Labour Party, which was founded to promote social
justice and equality.

As I see it, Labour’s once-cherished principles have
now been systematically trashed by Jeremy Corbyn’s
leadership, a man described by one of his own veteran
Jewish MPs, the much admired Margaret Hodge, as an
‘anti-Semitic racist’.

As a result, Britain’s reputation as a beacon of tolerance
is being seriously undermined.

This week, the festering sore of bigotry in Labour has
caused even more offence following the odious behaviour
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of the Derby North MP Chris
Williamson, one of Corbyn’s most
= Vocal supporters.

E‘L In a speech in Sheffield, he displayed
* remarkable hostility to the British
Jewish community, claiming that
Labour had ‘given too much ground’
and had been ‘too apologetic’ about
anti-Semitism in its ranks.

One particularly insulting passage of
his speech referred to the resignation of
the moderate M P Joan Ryan, the former Chair of Labour
Friends Of Israel, in protest at Corbyn’s leadership. It
was a move, said Williamson, which prompted him
to sing the pop hit ‘Celebrate good times’ outside her
Commons office.

Despite a subsequent mealy-mouthed apology, Williamson
has been suspended after 38 Labour M Ps wrote to protest
at his continuing membership of the Party. He now faces
an investigation which could lead to his expulsion.

That the MPs had to intervene, following reports that
Corbyn had tried to stop any such censure against
Williamson, his foremost apologist and cheerleader,
caused little surprise given the Labour leader’s dismal
record of rooting out anti-Semitism in his party.

A lifelong Marxist radical, Corbyn’s antipathy to the
Jews seems to stem from a classic Hard Left-wing mix
of hatred for Israel, kneejerk support for anti-Western
causes and a loathing for capitalism, which in turn is
partly inspired by fantastic conspiracies about Jewish
control of global capitalism.

‘The power of the Israel lobby is truly phenomenal,” he
lamented to the hardline group Hamas in 2003.

That remark is typical of Corbyn, who, in my view, tries
to camouflage his anti-Jewish outlook by using the terms
‘Zionists’ and ‘Israelis’ interchangeably.

There was, however, nothing to camouflage Corbyn in
the chilling photo that appeared on the front page of the
Mail.

The terrorist masterminds were implicated in the
slaughter of my teammates and had tried to bring about
what the Nazis failed to do: my death.

I was undoubtedly lucky to survive. Once I realised our
block was under attack, I closed the door and rushed
back into the apartment. Together with some of my
teammates, we escaped by a back door.

On my way out of the complex, I managed to alert the
head of the Israeli delegation in Apartment No. 5 to
what was happening.

While nine of us got out alive, 11 others were butchered
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the history of Bergen-Belsen and National Socialism.

In Wolfenbittel, the shell of the memorial’s new
documentation centre has been completed. The interior
work has now begun, which will culminate in the
installation of the exhibition. Due to construction delays,
it is unfortunately not certain whether the exhibition will
be able to open on 25 August as planned. The building
and its new permanent exhibition will probably not open
until the autumn of 2019. In any case, the opening will be
a milestone in the history of the Wolfenbittel Memorial,
which will be a central site in Germany for learning about
the history of the
penal system and
judiciary under
the Nazis. Unlike
other memorials to
the victims of the
Nazi penal system,
which are located
in the territory of
the former GDR,
Wolfenbittel
will be the first
to tell the story
of continuities
and ruptures in
the history of the

Menschen
in Bergen-Belsen
Biograflsche Skizzen
£ Hiftlingen

des Konzentrationslagers

judicial system
in the  young
Federal Republic
of Germany.
This includes

"’"‘"“ the continued

persecution of
homosexuals in the
1950s and 1960s, a topic about which the Wolfenbittel
Memorial published its own book in January 2019
following a year-long research project: Maria Bormuth,
“Ein Mann, der mit einem anderen Mann Unzucht treibt
[...], wird mit Gefangnis bestraft”: § 175 StGB — 20
Jahre legitimiertes Unrecht in der Bundesrepublik am
Beispiel des Strafvollzugs in Wolfenbittel, Wolfenbuttel
2019 (MA man who commits indecent acts with another
man L...Jwill be punished with imprisonment’’: Paragraph
175 of the German Penal Code — 20 years of legitimised
injustice in the Federal Republic based on the example of
Wolfenbittel prison).

The employees of the Lower Saxony Memorials
Foundation continue to be concerned with the increasingly
racist and nationalist climate in Germany and worldwide.
The Foundation was relieved by the verdict of the Lower
Saxony Constitutional Court in Blickeburg in January
2019, which rejected the complaint lodged by the
populist far-right Alternative for Germany (AfD) against
the change made to the Foundation Act in 2018. As it
stands, the number of state parliament members serving
on the Foundation Board will remain limited to four, and
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these members will not be appointed automatically by
each parliamentary party but will instead be elected by
the state parliament as a whole. When the four members
were elected in April 2018, the AfD won no seats — and
this will not change at least in the current legislative
period.

Inearly February 2019, the Foundation was a co-initiator
of the Celle Declaration of the Many (www.dievielen.
de/en/erklaerungen/celle), which was formulated by an
alliance of regional cultural institutions and — following
similar declarations from other parts of Germany —
aims to counteract attempts by nationalist, antisemitic
and right-wing extremist groups to influence cultural
activities, as well as to express solidarity with the victims
of attacks by right-wing extremists and promote diversity
and freedom in art. More than 20 museums, theatres,
choirs and other cultural institutions in the Celle region
have signed the declaration to date — and there would
have been even more had the heads of the city and district
of Celle not refused to sign on behalf of the cultural
institutions they are responsible for supporting. Their

N

M.B.89

justification was that the Celle region does not have a
problem with right-wing attacks on cultural institutions.
But the experience of the Lower Saxony Memorials
Foundation says otherwise.
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Jens-Christian Wagner
Director, Niedersachsen Memorials Foundation

The Bergen-Belsen Memorial is in the midst of preparing
for the 74th anniversary of the camp’s liberation, which
will be observed on 28 April 2019. Last autumn the
German Armed Forces handed over Building MB 89 in the
Bergen-Hohne barracks to the Memorial, and renovation
work has now begun. As part of the commemorative events
for the anniversary of the liberation, an exhibition on the
Wehrmacht and, specifically, its crimes is scheduled to
open in the building on 28 April. The exhibition is being

developed by the Memorial in cooperation with students
from the University of Hanover.

This exhibition, which is aimed in part at the soldiers
housed in the barracks, will also cover the history of the
military training ground and the barracks.
Connections with the Bergen-Belsen POW
and concentration camp and the DP camp
will be addressed as well. The exhibition
will only be provisional, however. In a few
years, Building MB 89 will be completely
converted into an educational centre, and a
new permanent exhibition will be developed
for it.

Another exhibition will open at the
Bergen-Belsen Memorial in September
2019. Based in part on documents from
the extensive collection of Shaul Ladany,
this exhibition will cover the history of the
persecution of Yugoslavian and Hungarian
Jews, and particularly the history of
the Kasztner transport. The story of the
Ladany family and the biographies of other
prisoners who were able to travel from the
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Bergen-Belsen concentration camp to Switzerland in
December 1944 will be presented. Public remembrance
of Bergen-Belsen in Israel will also play a role in the
exhibition. Funding for the exhibition is being provided
by the German Federal Foreign Office.

The Children in the Bergen-Belsen Concentration Camp
exhibition is receiving a great deal of attention. After
opening at the Bergen-Belsen Memorial, it was displayed
at the Ravensbriick Memorial until February 2019. From
April 2019 it will be presented along with an extensive
programme of accompanying events at the renowned
Historical and Ethnological Museum in St. Gallen.

In mid-April 2019, the Memorial will
publish a new book entitled People in
Bergen-Belsen. This book presents 19
biographical profiles which reflect the
full spectrum of the prisoner society
in the Bergen-Belsen concentration
camp and thus do not reduce
individual prisoners to their story of
persecution.

Plans are already being made for the
75th anniversary of the liberation,
which will be observed next year on
19 April. In the summer of 2019, the
International Bergen-Belsen Summer
School will bring together students
from various countries to explore the
question of what role Bergen-Belsen
plays in the public awareness of their
respective countries of origin and
for them personally. They will work
together to produce a website and a short film, which will
be presented publicly at the commemoration ceremony in
2020. This should send a signal that it is fundamentally
important even for younger generations to grapple with
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Belsen took place on a symbolic date - the eve of
Pesach 1946.

The special meeting, between the holiday of freedom
from slavery, and the anniversary of the liberation of
the camp, was reflected in the memorial assembly for
the unveiling of the Jewish monument erected by the
Central Jewish Committee and in a parade and mass
demonstration. The aim of the organizers of the event,
which was held under the slogan “Liberated but not
Free’” was not only memorialization but also a political
act: To call for the liberation of Holocaust survivors
from the continuance of oppression and enslavement.
The Central Jewish Committee fought against the
British for a long time about the necessity to erect
a memorial for the Jews in Bergen-Belsen, since the
British claimed that the tombstone should be of an
international nature.

The celebration of the Seder also had a special
significance.

This is a Haggadah written especially for the first
Seder after liberation. The Haggadah was composed
by members of a training commune - one of many -
named after the Jewish Fighting Brigade - the Jewish
Brigade 1945.

The Haggadah is preserved in the Archives of the
Jewish Brigade in the Central Zionist Archives.

Prof. Hagit Lavsky
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