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Editorial

We are marking 80 years
since the Kristallnacht pogrom
that took place on November
9, 1938 in Munich, Berlin
and throughout the Reich.
Hundreds of Jews were
murdered in the pogrom, and
almost all the synagogues in
Germany were hit and burned
down. The Jews of Germany
suffered on the night of the
pogrom and in the following days desecration and
destruction of synagogues, terrible sights of Torah scrolls
and holy books in flames, physical violence, humiliation
and damage to their property. The broken glass of the
windows of residential buildings, public institutions and
Jewish businesses gave this terrible pogrom its name -
Kristallnacht. We present you with the speech of Michael
Fiirst, President of the Federation of Jewish Communities
in Niedersachsen, at the Kristallnacht event held at the
central synagogue in Hannover.

Dear friends,

At the Rosh Hashana celebration we had a special and
important guest of honor: Wilfried Wiedmann, who
initiated and established the new documentation center
at the Bergen-Belsen memorial site, as the head of the
Niedersachsen Memorials Foundation. Wiedmann was
also the one who supported our organization in Israel
and encouraged our activities. He was happy to meet
the Bergen-Belsen survivors, whom he knew personally
and their families, and greeted the members warmly.
You may read his words in Hebrew and English. Another
guest at our event was Avi Rosenthal, Director General
of the Center of Organizations of Holocaust Survivors,
who welcomed the participants. Everybody raised a glass
of wine for the New Year with Shraga Milstein, chairman
of the organization and members of the board. A picture
of this event is on the front cover.

When 1 first visited Auschwitz in 1985, I heard that
Yossel Rosensaft, who was like an uncle to me, was in
Block 11 - the infamous Block of Torture and Death, and
managed to get out! Until now I did not know that there
were two other friends from Bedzin with him, whom I
had also known well since my childhood: Zevik Londner-
Liron and his brother, Maniek Londner. The story of the
heroism and courage of these three fearless men, is told
beautifully by Yossel’s son, Menachem Rosensaft.

You will also find in the issue: a detailed report by Director
General of Niedersachsen Memorials Foundation Dr. Jens
Christian Wagner on the ongoing activities at the Bergen-
Belsen memorial site, articles on the organization’s
annual activities in Israel, articles of the third and fourth
generations, and many personal stories. Please write to
us and share with us stories and articles that we will be
happy to publish in our next newspaper.

Happy Hannuka!

Jochi Ritz-Olewski
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A hook which might provoke an old controversy
THE TRUTH ABOUT FANIA FENELON AND

THE WOMEN’S ORCHESTRA OF AUSCHWITZ-BIRKENAU
by PROF. SUSAN EISCHEID

Arie Olewski POANX N"MIX

This book explores how the women’s orchestra at  INapI2-YMIWINIW D'WIN NIINTA NOINA TXD qWIN NT 100
Auschwitz-Birkenau has been remembered in both  nmmo19n Ni2AN21 DIWNN NMIWPN2 20PN N2
media and popular culture since the end of the Second .Nwn 071vn NRNIN DI'D TND
World War. In particular it focuses on Fania Fénelon’s
memoir, “Playing for Time” (1976),
which  was subsequently
adapted into a film. Since

then the publication has
become a cornerstone of
Holocaust remembrance and
scholarship. Susan Eischeid
therefore interrogates
whether it deserves such
a status, and whether such
material can ever be considered
a reliable source material for
historians. Using divergent
source materials gathered by
the author, such as interviews
with the other surviving members
of the orchestra, this Pivot seeks

to shed light on this period of
women’s history, and question how
we remember the Holocaust today.
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Susan Eischeid is Professor at the
Department of Music at Valdosta
State University, GA, USA.
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My Odd Path to the Holocaust Music

PROF. SUSAN EISCHEID, u.s.a

I came by my interest in Holocaust music in a somewhat
round-about way... I was raised in a traditional white-
Anglo-Saxon-Protestant household and never learned
about the Holocaust in school until T was 15 years old. (A
fact I still find appalling...) At that time, I was studying
the German language and the teacher
assigned me a report on the Warsaw
Ghetto.

[ was shocked at what I discovered and
once I began reading about the subject I
could not stop! This assignment sparked
a life-long interest in the Holocaust. It
seemed to me such an overwhelmingly
important thing which had ramifications
for ALL people regardless of religion,
background, nationality, etc. How it
happened, why it happened, why it was
allowed to happen --it seemed to me that
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we should all be shouting from the roof "nnnn JIUXY

tops to find answers to these questions. NIXDY D nioan

As 1 entinued into my profession as a NIaNW? - nIwn
_performing musician (oboist) I never lost A7

m Yy interest in the subject. In later years, '"NMOWNDNWD
LE% [ pursued my doctorate, I sought a way 1w VXN

]\ il combine my two seemingly unrelated NUXIN NINP'TIND

N7 D71vn (212N)

~interests --music and the Holocaust.
Ate&.ﬂme (mid 1980s) very little

scholarship had been done into music of

the Holocaust period. I was amazed at

what I found --the wealth and quality of
material.

One thing led to another... I began
arranging and performing some of
the music 1 discovered and was overwhelmed by the
audience response --the immediate emotional connection
to these musicians who had had their voices silenced
prematurely.

I began to present lectures and recitals of the topic,
mostly to younger audiences, to try to educate the next
generation to the dangers inherent in racism and also to
give voice to these musicians so their compositions and
experiences did not die. I began to research other aspects
of the subject, recorded a CD of the music, and continue
to present performances across the USA.

Last year I performed some compositions in Germany as
part of the 60th Anniversary of the end of World War 11
and spoke on the topic in the Czech Republic. And so it
continues...

This music always gives so much more back to me than I
can possibly give to it!
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the Londner brothers were therefore innocent of any
crime, and that there was no legal basis for executing
them.

Later that year, my father was transferred from Birkenau
to a sub-camp of Auschwitz, tagisza, near Bedzin.
Sometime in the winter of 1944, he managed to escape
from there and was hidden by a Polish friend. His freedom
was short-lived. On his way to try to get forged papers
to enable him to get to Hungary, he was recaptured by
German soldiers looking for someone else. He was first
taken back to tagisza, where he was severely beaten,
and then returned to Auschwitz where he spent months
in Block 11 being tortured repeatedly — the Germans
wanted to know the name of the Pole who had hidden
him, something my father stubbornly refused to do, a
stubbornness that I am certain saved his life.
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The same kapo, Jakub Kozalczyk, who had hugged my
father and the Londner brothers the previous October,
once publicly gave my father 250 vicious lashes at the
direction and under the supervision of an SS doctor.

Still, the fact is that against all odds, my father, Yumek
Londner, and Maniek Londner were not executed
on October 4, 1943. And so it is that I can tell my
grandchildren that their great-grandfather survived
Block 11, which made it possible for their grandfather to
be born, because a young German SS officer named Otto
Klaus had at least one spark of decency, of humaneness,
left within him at Auschwitz in the first days of October
1943.
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Survival from Block 11

Menachem Z. Rosensaft

I always knew that shortly after he was deported to
Auschwitz in late August of 1943, my father spent
several days in the camp’s notorious Block 11, the so-
called Death Block. On my first visit to Auschwitz in
1995, I saw the page of the Block 11 registry according
to which my father, Josef Rosensaft, number 140594,
arrived there on Sept. 30, 1943 and left, evidently alive,
on Oct. 4. But I never knew the details of how it was that
he was not sent from Block 11 to be killed. My father
died unexpectedly in 1975 at the age of 64, and this was
one aspect of his survival that he never got around to
telling me about. . v

But then, in December of 2013
— more than 38 years after my
father’s death — I received the
newly published biography of
Auschwitz survivor Zeev “'Yumek’’
Londner who, after Hebraizing his
name, had risen to become Colonel
(Aluf Mishne) Zeev Liron, one of
the highest ranking officers in the
Israel Air Force in its formative
years. Liron’s father had been
one of my father’s close friends
in their hometown of Bedzin.
I had also known that Liron —
Londner — and his brother Moshe §
(Maniek) had been imprisoned in
Block 11 together with my father,
both because my father spoke
about it and because their names
were listed on the registry page !
alongside his.

As Liron told the story to journalist

Moshe Ronen (Reinish) in From the Depths to the Skies,
“Rosensaft did not stop thinking about escaping.” My
father told the Londner brothers that he had developed a
friendship with a German SS doctor stationed in Katowice
who had offered to hide my father and members of his
family. Now my father plotted for the three of them to
escape from their work detail, hide in a deserted tunnel
until the Germans stopped looking for them, and then
make their way to the SS doctor’s house in Katowice
where they would be able to stay at least for a while.

When their scheme was betrayed to the Germans by a
German unterkapo, my father and the Londner brothers
were taken from Birkenau to Auschwitz where a young
German SS officer named Otto Klaus interrogated
them.

The punishment for even plotting to escape, Klaus told
the three Jews, is death. We are now going to take you to
Block 11 and decide whether you will be shot or hanged,
he continued. But prisoners are only shot on Mondays,
and as today is Thursday, you will spend the next several
daysin Block 11. The three were put into a small standing
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cell in the block’s cellar with two other prisoners. Liron
recalled that my father quipped with “black humor”
that it was a shame they didn’t have a deck of cards to
pass the time.

On Monday morning, they heard prisoners being taken
from other cells, followed by gunshots. Liron remembered
that “Yossele” — my father — bid his friends goodbye,
telling them that they might meet again in the next
world. But no one came for them. After an hour, Yakov
(or Jakub) Kozalczyk, the kapo in charge of Block 11,
came to their cell and hugged them. “You’re heroes,”
he told them. “Nothing will happen to you, not today.”
Later the same day, they returned to Birkenau.
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When Liron met my father again two years later in
the Bergen-Belsen DP camp, my father told him that
following the liberation, he had looked for and found his
SS doctor friend from Katowice who cleared up what
had been the mystery of the three young Jews’ survival.

The unterkapo who had betrayed my father and the
Londner brothers did not know the name of the man
who was going to hide them but he gave Otto Klaus, the
young SS officer, an address in Katowice that he had
apparently overheard. Intent on exposing and arresting
the still anonymous traitor, Klaus rode his motorcycle to
the address in question and rang the house bell. \When
the doctor opened the door, the two stared at one another
in disbelief.

More than 25 years earlier, during World War I, the
doctor had saved Otto Klaus’ father’s life. The two
families had remained friends. Now Klaus had a decision
to make, and he made it. Instead of taking the doctor
into custody, Klaus returned to Auschwitz and reported
that his investigation had not uncovered any scheme to
escape, that the unterkapo had lied, that my father and
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Celebrating the 73rd Bergen-Be

eration

“"We too are the Silver Tray - Holocaust Survivors in the War of Independence’

The 73rd anniversary of the liberation of Bergen-Belsen
was influenced this year by the celebrations of 70th
anniversary of the Independence of the State of Israel.
We therefore dedicated the event to the contribution of
Holocaust survivors to the State of Israel and focused
on Holocaust survivors in the War of Independence. We
went on a unique tour called “We too are the Silver Tray
- Holocaust Survivors in the War of Independence’”” with
one of the best instructors in Israel - Uriel Feinerman.

We went in the footsteps of Holocaust survivors who
participated in the War of Independence. We examined
in detail historical reports about what happened to the
new immigrants in the Latrun battles, and were excited
to hear the personal stories of some of the members of the
Bergen-Belsen Organization. Our friend Shraga Kalush,
who personally took part in the battles, showed us the
name of his friend engraved on the memorial tombstone,
and told us excitedly about what had happened to him.
Zehava Shamir and Dvora Shifrin, who were at the time at
Kibbutz Kiryat Anavim, shared with us their experiences
during this period as they were accompanying their friends
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to the battles. Tirza Zeevi-Mendlinger reminded us of her
father Itzhak (Ignatz) Mendlinger who fought and was
injured in Latrun. He and his friends hardly spoke Hebrew
and could not even understand the commands in Hebrew
given during the battle.

We discussed the fighters of “Gahal” and “Machal”,
as well as the dead of “Netzer Acharon’”. We visited
the Alexandroni monument near Latrun, the Machal
monument and the Hamaginim (Defenders) Forest.

We then experienced a moving visit to “Beit Ha’adut”
home in Moshav Nir Galim, where we discovered an
amazing exhibition and movie about the largest rescue
story of Hungarian Jewry during the Holocaust - the story
of the “Glass House” in Budapest.

We also met Israel Goldberger from Hungary (more than
90 years old) who is one of the founders of Nir Galim and
still lives there. He too was liberated in Bergen-Belsen
and was very excited to meet his fellowmen - the members
of the organization who visited the place.
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features the history of the barracks as a satellite camp
to the concentration camp and thereafter as a DP camp
(building MB 89 was part of Camp 2 at Bergen-Belsen
concentration camp and subsequently an accommodation
building within the DP camp). In a second stage the
building is to be completely remodelled from 2022/23 for
optimum use as an education facility (providing seminar
rooms, exhibition premises, and an attic space extension
for meetings and as a catering area).

The official handover of the premises is scheduled for
April 2019 as part of the commemoration ceremonies
marking the 74th anniversary of the liberation of the
camp.

Website on the 80th anniversary of the November
pogroms

The antisemitic pogroms of November 1938 represent a
turning point along the path of alienation, persecution
and looting initially of German Jews and subsequently
of European Jews, a path which ultimately led to the
Holocaust. The November pogroms made it abundantly
clear, once and for all, that Jewish life in Nazi Germany
would no longer be possible and that emigration was the
only escape.

To do justice to the significance of this anniversary date,
the Foundation has designed and compiled a website
www.pogromel938-niedersachsen.de in collaboration
with students from Dr Wagner’s practical seminar at the
History Department of Leibniz University in Hanover
and numerous memorial sites, initiatives and individuals
throughout Lower Saxony. The website is clearly
structured by theme for easy access and navigation
and provides information on the events that took place
in some 100 towns and cities. In addition to the events
of November 1938 the website also looks at the prior
history, the repercussions after 1938, and the issue
of traces and remembrance. It is designed, on the one
hand, to show that, during that time and throughout
what is today the German Land of Lower Saxony, Jewish
men were arrested, homes laid waste, and synagogues
torched. But it also conveys the fact that there was a very
broad spectrum of incidents the expression of which was
largely determined by the behaviour of those involved at
the local level.

The website is aimed not just at anyone with a general
interest in the
subject, but first
and foremost at
schoolchildren

lu. who, as part
! of their history
lessons, will

benefit from the
initial information
provided and spur
them on to delve
deeper into the
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Posterofthe Kazett TheatreatDP Camp Bergen-Belsen,
Exhibition “Barracks, POWs — and Concentration
Camp, DP-Camp. Bergen-Hohne 1935-1950” at the
Scjlosstheater at Celle, September 2018.

Photograph: Jens-Christian Wagner

subject matter.
Wolfenbiittel Memaorial

The topping-out ceremony for the Memorial’s new
documentation centre was held on 26 September 2018
in the presence of numerous guests, among them Grant
Hendrik Tonne, Minister of Education and Cultural
Affairs of Lower Saxony, Reinhold Hilbers, Minister of
Finance of Lower Saxony, and many relatives of former
inmates.

A permanent exhibition on the history of the judicial
and penal systems in the Nazi era and the continuities
and discontinuities in the Federal Republic will be
accommodated on the premises of the building scheduled
to open in summer 2019. While the building is situated
within the prison, visitors will be able to access it without
checks — unlike the historical buildings within the prison
(including the former execution site) which, for security
reasons, can only be visited as part of group visits and by
prior arrangement.
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Memorials Foundation: Work Ongoing in 2018

Geschichte der nationalsozialistischen Verfolgung in
Norddeutschland [*Contributions to the History of Nazi
Persecution in Northern Germany’].

At the initiative of the Schlosstheater Celle, the Memorial
organised an exhibition entitled Barracks, POWs — and
Concentration Camp, DP-Camp Bergen-Hohne 1935-
1950, to be shown on the premises of the Schlosstheater
from September 2018 until early 2019. The exhibition
draws on the premiere of a play that examines the
relationship between Marlene Dietrich and her sister
Elisabeth, who together with her husband ran a cinema
on the premises of the Bergen-Hohne military training
ground during the Nazi era and in the years immediately
after the war.

From 16 October 2018 to 16 December 2018 the
Bergen-Belsen Memorial is to host the exhibition
entitled Es lebe unsere gerechte Sache!* Der slowakische
Nationalaufstand 1944 [‘Long Live Our Just Cause!
The Slovak National Uprising of 1944’] organised by
the German Resistance Memorial Centre in co-operation
with the Historical Institute of the Slovak Academy

x
¥

Opening of the Slovakia exhibition at the Bergen-Belsen Memorial, 16 october
2018. From left to right: Pavel Kucera, Dr. Thomas Rahe, Consul Imrich Donath,
Dr. Jens-Christian Wagner, Dr. Yvonne Koch, Slovakian Ambassador Dr. Peter
Lizak, Minister Grant Hendrik Tonne, Consul Dirk Bettels, Michael Flrst.

Photograph: Martin Bein.

of Sciences. The exhibition is to be complemented by
a dedicated segment on prisoners from Slovakia at
Bergen-Belsen concentration camp. The inaugural
event was attended by, among others, Dr. Peter Lizak,
Slovakia’s Ambassador to Germany, Grant Hendrik
Tonne, the Minister of Education and Cultural Affairs of
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Lower Saxony, and the survivors Yvonne Koch and Pavel
Kucera.

In the 1990s the Memorial was given around 2,900
compensation dossiers from the Israel Organisation of
Jewish Survivors of the Bergen-Belsen Concentration
Camp and that inventory is now to be fully digitalised.
Thanks to the Zentrum fiir Arbeit und Beratung Celle
(ZAC), a counselling organisation in Celle, we now have
a reliable and cost-effective parther who is willing to
take on this task. The close proximity of the Centre will
ensure quick, uncomplicated access to the inventory
items being processed and facilitate the transportation of
the documents back and forth. A first batch is currently
being processed at the ZAC.

During the reporting period the Education and Encounter
Department at the Bergen-Belsen Memorial held more
than 700 events, thanks to the help of its team of
freelancers, detached teachers, research staff, and FSJ
volunteers. The spectrum of events ranged from guided
tours for individual visitors and registered groups to study
days and training courses, seminars lasting several days,
and (international) encounters.
The events were attended by
groups from Germany and abroad,
including a number of groups from
Israel.

 The usage agreement with the
Bundeswehr [Federal Defence
Forces] for the cession of building
MB 89 and premises around four
other buildings at the Bergen-
Hohne barracks for the Memorial’s
education work was signed on 24
October 2018. The rental costs for
the premises and the building are
to be borne by the Bundeswehr,
which will also bear the costs for
erecting the fence separating the
premises from the area of the
Niedersachsen barracks used for
military purposes. As a result,
visitors will now be able to access
these premises without any checks
by the Bundeswehr.

Inside the building the Memorial
will  offer high-quality, time-
intensive group formats (ranging
from one day to several days).
Historical political education
programmes are also to be offered
to the Bundeswehr itself.

In an initial stage a number of offices and an exhibition
space are to be created inside the building by April
2019. The exhibition entitled Between Harz and Heath:
Death Marches and Evacuation Transports in April 1945
(previously a touring exhibition) will go on show there. It
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The Bergen-Belsen Memorial and the Lower Saxony

Dr. Jens-Christian Wagner
Director, Niedersachsen Memorials Foundation

In the face of growing
racist, nationalist and
antisemitic attitudes in
Germany and in Europe the
Foundation redoubled its
efforts in 2018 to bolster
its presence in society
' with education offers and
political interventions.
The aim is to strengthen
society’s critical awareness
of history and its faculty
of judgement on matters
historical.

It would be well-nigh
impossible to showcase the
Foundation’s highly diverse spectrum of activities over
a mere two pages. So this Report can only provide an
overview of the main developments and key projects.

Bergen-Belsen Memorial

The touring exhibition entitled Children in the Bergen-
Belsen Concentration Camp was inaugurated as part
of the commemoration event on 15 April 2018, in the
presence of the Dutch Ambassador and 22 survivors
imprisoned at Bergen-Belsen
concentration camp as children.
The event received widespread
coverage in the printed press and
on television, both in Germany
and beyond. Right from the
outset the exhibition proved a
major draw. No other special
exhibition on show at the Bergen-
Belsen Memorial since 1990 has
ever recorded such high visitor
numbers. The accompanying
programme also captured the
public’s attention with its mix of
biographical accounts by child
survivors, guided tours and talks
by our curators, the performance
of a documentary play on the
life story of a child prisoner at !
Bergen-Belsen, and the screening
of a feature film on child prisoners
at the concentration camp. The
touring exhibition has since been
on show at the Ravensbriick
National Memorial since October
2018, with Zurich and St. Gallen
to follow next year.

2018.

The Memorial is currently examining possibilities for
producing an English-language version of the exhibition;
however, considerable third-party funds would first have
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to be raised. Were this the case, the exhibition could
subsequently go on show in the UK, the US, and Israel,
too.

Educational resources on ‘Children in the Bergen-Belsen
Concentration Camp’ have been compiled and published
to complement the touring exhibition. The image and
text sources printed on cards reference excerpts from
prisoners’ diaries, written accounts and interviews as
well as contemporary photographs and drawings by
prisoners. They in turn are complemented by information
and photographs on the life story of former child prisoners
at Bergen-Belsen concentration camp. The educational
resources complemented with didactic handouts are
intended to be used to prepare for, and follow up on,
visits to the Children in the Bergen-Belsen Concentration
Camp exhibition. They can also be used equally well for
classroom lessons, independently of any actual visit to
the exhibition.

A workshop jointly organised with the Neuengamme
Memorial was held in Bergen-Belsen und Hermannsburg
on 1 and 2 June 2018, following on from the central
themes of the Childreninthe Bergen-Belsen Concentration
Camp exhibition. Historians from Germany, Israel and
the US presented new research findings on this range
of themes, under the heading ‘Between Persecution and

Opening of the Children in Bergen-Belsen Concentration Camp exhibition, April

Photograph: Jens-Christian Wagner

Volksgemeinschaft [National Community]. Childhood
and Youth under the Nazi Regime’. These findings are

to be published in 2019 in Volume 20 of Beitrage zur >
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The event took place in the Hannover synagogue,
November 2018

and racism. Responsibility begins with co-responsibility.
And they are always jointly responsible.

Let me conclude with a quote from the former Federal
President Prof. Dr. Theodor Heuss, who said 20 years
after the Reichspogromnacht, i.e. 1958: “The memory
of November 9, 1938 awakens the horror that we all
had to feel as brutality, lies and fearlessness manifesting
themselves in a destructive rage against the Jewish
prayer houses. To commemorate this day is a special duty
at a time when the number of those who want to flee into
the comfort of forgetting or have already fled is growing.
The infamy has thus set itself a blazing monument - the
flames may have long since collapsed into themselves,
but their gloomy embers over the decades have worked
as burning shame.”

When did Heuss say that? 19587 I think it was yesterday.
The words of Theodor Heuss have just today and will still
have validity in the future. We must not forget the will
of the dead, because to forget the murdered, to forget
history or to relativize it means to kill the murdered for
the second time.
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Thuringia, Martin Sasse, saw in the pogroms a fulfillment
of Luther’s demands of 1543: “On 10 November 1938,
Luther’s birthday, the synagogues burn in Germany. The
German people ... finally broke the power of the Jews
on the economic front in the new Germany and crowned
the God-blessed struggle of the leader for the complete
liberation of our people. In this hour the voice of the man
who began as the German prophet in the 16th century
as a friend of the Jews, who, driven by his conscience,
driven by experience and reality, beca the greatest
anti-Semite of his time, the warner of pfs people against
the Jews, must be heard.

Of course there were others. Butthere were few. There
were also Christians who protgsted, even publicly, but
there were few. The Wirttemberg village priest Julius
von Jan from Oberlennigen preached on the day of
repentance and prayer in 2938, i.e. on November 16, one
week after the pogroms: “The passions are unleashed
the commandments regarded, houses of God that were
holy to others h been burned down with impunity,
the property of Strangers stolen or destroyed. Men who
served our G an people faithfully were thrown into
concentratio mply because they belonged to
y, the people clearly feel it, even if

see how this inju
must bring its
let man mocl

ice burdens our people before God and
nishments upon Germany. God does not
im. What man sows, he will also reap!”

little. f

Why was the anger\‘the Nazis |
Jewish houses ‘of God? The attitutle of the arsonists that
night reminds us-of the destruction of the first temple
in Jerusalem by tl Babylomans as well as of the
destruction of the segond._temple by Titus. The Jewish
tradition tells: ;tWhen Mla Ben Tradion was
sentenced to death for forbidden Torah studies, he was
W the executiomers in his prayer robe and in

h|s Torah'roll to be burned publicly. His disciples asked:
“Rabbi, ' what do yo see"’&He replied, “The parchment

is burnlng, the letters are free and fly away.”

Al who pe

ted Judaismybelieved that they could
also destroy Judaism—by burhjng down the spiritual

centers. It is a historical fact:*The pogroms always
committed the destruction of the temples and houses
of prayer. Obviously the incendiary barbarians did not
now that walls and-houses could be burned and people
ghtered, but neither- flames nor swords could destroy
In addition there is’ qword from Heinrich Heine:
“The Torah, the words of God, |s the portable homeland
of the Jews”

A true saying which will always accompany us.

And now, 80 years later, we have a mood in the other
European countries that is alarming. In France thousands
of Jews leave their homeland, most of them immigrate
to Israel because they are afraid of anti-Semitic
persecutions; in England it is said that one will have to
leave the country if the Labour leader Corbyn is elected,
since he is considered to be a radical anti-Semite. No,
of course we have no pogroms. No, we are not sitting on
packed suitcases, like 10 and 20 years after the Shoah,
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but many of our parishioners are already looking to see
where their suitcases are.

We must not allow ourselves to be tempted by forces that
want to abuse the concern for our security politically and
propagandistically. The Jewish community in Germany
knows from its own experience that the maintenance of
the basic rules of the democratic state is an indispensable
prerequisite for its existence. This state is responsible for
the security of all citizens of this country, only the state
has a monopoly on the use of force, nobody else. Self-
protection as an alternative is self-deception and for us
Jews no escape route to the ghetto. In a country like
Germany, do we need the term “courage” at all, or is
it not rather the “'civil courage’” that many of us lack in
the tram, on the sports field, in the pub, wherever people
meet?

In practice, this means even closer cooperation between
the federal government, the state governments, the
political democratic parties, the churches, the social
partners and the police. That is what we have always
done. We cannot complain about a lack of cooperation.

The memory of the darkest hours of German-European
history and of the murder of the Jews also means an
obligation to revitalize and reactivate Jewish life, as we
have been doing since 1989. The consolidation of the
Jewish communities in the Federal Republic of Germany
became an important prerequisite for the continued
existence of Jewish life in this country. An essential
condition for the “continued existence’” is a democratic
and peace-loving Germany, tolerant and aware of its
national and international responsibilities, which has
accepted the lessons of the past with heart and mind. I
repeat, democratic and peace-loving, tolerant and with
heart and mind!

A sentence that needs to be repeated all the time.

But why, then, have our democratic parties not heard the
signals? Will we now finally understand that we must
not always just talk about it when it comes to taking
far-reaching socio-political decisions? Why are we so
vulnerable to xenophobia, anti-Semitism and racism,
especially those of us who are doing so well?

There is no sole responsibility for xenophobia!

For me it is not reassuring that Pegida and similar racist,
incitement groups have their origins in eastern Germany.
Fortunately in Lower Saxony they came up with a very
small percentage. We have an AfD that is largely in
common with these groups. They mock the victims and
survivors of the Shoah by relativizing the Nazi crimes.
As democrats we try to understand the “anger citizens”
and “‘protest voters’”” of our nation. We think about how
we can win these voters back for democracy. After all, not
everything is right-wing extremist, racist or anti-Semite!
But do we not fall short? These ideas have reached a
very, very critical point in the middle of the society of
our democracy. Yes, I repeat it once again, not every AfD
voter, not every AfD representative in local parliaments,
state parliaments or even in the Bundestag is a right-wing
radical or even an anti-Semite, but we must not release
these people from their overall social responsibility with
the statement that they are only “jointly responsible’”” for
events in Chemnitz, for open anti-Semitism, xenophobia
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80 years since Kristallnacht

Speech by Michael Fiirst

President of the National Association
Of the Jewish Communities of Lower Saxony

On the evening of 9 November 1938, exactly 80 years
ago, the largest pogrom of modern times in Central
Europe began in Germany. NS-Propaganda-Minister
Josef Gobbels gave the signal to hit the road, a few
meters away from the Munich synagogue, in a beer
cellar! The occasion was his inflammatory speech to
commemorate the Hitler coup of 9 November 1923, 15
years earlier. Gobbels recorded everything in his diary.
When he spoke, what applause he received! He goes on
to note: “Everyone is rushing to the telephones. Now the
people will act! From another side, SS-Gruppenfiihrer
Reinhard Heydrich, informs the subordinate authorities
that German life and property should be spared, i.e. “‘for
example set synagogues on fire only if there is no fire
dangerforthesurrounding
area’.

That was the reason: The
Nazis took advantage of
the alleged outbreak of
popular wrath to murder
the German embassy
member Ernst vom Rath
by the 16-year-old Jew
Herschel Griinspan on
November 7 in Paris.
Herschel Griinspan came [
from Hanover. He wanted P
to protest against the
deportation of his family
from Germany, who, like
so many others, were
deported to German-
Polish no man’s land like
thousands of others.

On 10 November, the
party newspaper of the
NSDAP complains that in
Germany “‘hundreds of thousands of Jews still dominate
entire shopping streets”. I may only point out, that only
500,000 Jews lived in Germany and many of them were
neither wealthy nor shopkeepers. The violent excesses
lasted until 13 November. 1,300 people died during and
as a result of the pogroms, more than 1,400 synagogues
were devastated, and about 7,500 shops looted. More
than 30,000 male Jews were taken to concentration
camps, including my uncle Hermann Fiirst, here from
Hanover, and Rabbi Dr. Schorsch, the Hanover Rabbi at
the time.

The violent acts of the so-called Reichskristallnacht had
their prehistory: physical assaults, intimidation and
deprivation of rights had already occurred in Germany
since Hitler seized power on 30 January 1933. “Jude”
was whoever was referred to as a Jew in the Nuremberg
Laws since 1935, associated with a ban on employment,
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restrictions on access to public spaces, expropriation of
Jewish property, Aryanization! State injustice under
breach of the constitution, under breach of the general
legal norms in the name of the German people.

From there it went directly to the Shoah for the industrial
destruction of the Jews.in Germany and Europe by
Germans with their helpers in many other European
countries. The November ‘pogroms led directly to
Auschwitz, Treblinka and Buchenwald. Wolfgang Benz
said: *On November 9,.1938, everything changed. Anti-
Semitism, which was the-basis of social discrimination
against Jews and had been state-run since 1933, became
persecution, which led to annihilation.”

The German Protestant Church (DEK) and the Roman
Catholic Church We?e\_:the%major organizations in
the German Reich that were notfully activated. None of
their representatives publicly. protested against the fact
that the state expropriated geople only because of their
alleged rdce, rigorously
excluded hem * from
society, legalized them
and finally killed them.
Neighbors had become
Jewsl.  wN

The later DEK Bishop
Otto Dibelius had
enthusiasticallywelcomed
in advance an obedient
“national revelution”

a [possible ecclesiastical

in e governn ent.
had already / defended-
the boycott of the Jews

influence of Judaism. At/
that time he urged a “‘humane’” exclusion of the Jews,
but later kept silent about all acts of violence and anti-
Jewish laws of the following period. On 16 November
1938, exactly one week after the pogroms, the executive
committee of the Protestant-Lutheran Regional Church
of Mecklenburg declared: “*No German of Christian faith
can lament the state measures against the Jews in the
Reich, in particular the confiscation of Jewish assets,
without being unfaithful to the good and clean cause
of the freedom struggle of the German nation against
Jewish anti-Christian world Bolshevism. We must give
serious consideration to the fact that the path to Jewish
world domination always leads through horrible corpse
fields.”

The clergy were called upon to ensure that the German
soul would not suffer any harm and that its conscience
would not be weighed down. The Protestant Bishop of
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Celebrating Rosh Hashana

later responsible for developing the memorial further.
Survivors’ associations in many countries such as
France, Poland, the Netherlands and Hungary reacted
very positively to the changes at the memorial. So did
the representatives of the World Federation of Bergen-
Belsen Survivors and the Irgun She’erit Hapleta of
Bergen-Belsen, whom I met for the first time in 1990.
However, they felt the exhibition should present more
detailed information on the history of the survivors in
the Bergen-Belsen DP camp.

Through my conversation with Norbert Wollheim,
Hadassah Rosensaft, Sam Bloch, Chaim Poslusny and
Dov Zelmanowicz it became clearer to me that the

Ll ot |

story of Bergen-Belsen did not end with the liberation.
I understood that history of Jewish life in the DP Camp
is an integral part of this story. In Jochevet Ritz-Olewski
and Menachem Rosensaft | met two people who were
born in the DP Camp. We became friends and began to
discuss plans for the further expansion of the Bergen-
Belsen memorial and the inclusion of an exhibition about
the DP Camp and the rebirth of Jewish life in Bergen-
Belsen.

I would like to stress once more how important the
cooperation with the Irgun was for the Memorials’
development. The lrgun held invaluable treasures for
developing a new exhibition in Bergen-Belsen such
as its collection of written and pictorial documents.
And the contacts with survivors we were able to make
with the help of the Irgun were no less important for
a new exhibition.

The Irgun also made an important contribution at the
end of the 1990s, when the Memorial was working
on the list of names of Bergen-Belsen prisoners, by
donating a huge collection of files. These files, 2200
in total and comprising around 120.000 pages,
came from its members’ compensation proceedings,
mostly undertaken between 1950 and 1980. In that
time were the unforgotten Chairmen of the Irgun
Zwi Asaria and Rafael Olewski. These files were
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integrated into the Memorial’s archive and then used as
a source material for compiling the list of names.

To me, this donation felt like an enormous gesture of
trust, and it occurs during the period when I was working
particularly closely with Dov Zelmanowicz and with
Jochi too.

In closing, T would like to say that the friendship I was
able to build with Bergen-Belsen survivors and their
children is of a great personal value to me. I recently
cycled around Potsdam and the gardens of Sancoussi
palace with Hilde and Pise Simche’s son and his wife.
And we will visit Hilde next Wednesday in Netser Sereni.
In Jerusalem we will visit Yehuda Blum, who has been a
close personal friend for a long time. And at the end of
our journey we will get together with Hagit Lavsky, with
whom I worked together for presenting the history of the
DP Camp for the new Bergen-Belsen exhibition. With
her I still work actually together in projects of Jewish
history. At the moment we are looking into the story of
Hachscharah camps in Germany.

During the time I was in charge for Bergen-Belsen I met
the former Chairmen of the lrgun Zwi Asaria, Chaim
Poslusni and Dov Zelmanowicz. I will never forget them. I
met Ariel Yahalomi and Shraga Milstein. Unfortunately,
I never had the privilege of meeting one of the lrgun’s
founders Rafael Olewski in person. But I was introduced
to his story through his impressive memoirs HaDima
published in 1983 by the Irgun. I read his story after
it was translated in German. | would like to use this
opportunity to thank Jochi and Arie Olewski again for
choosing me to present the German translation published
2014 at an event in Hannover.

| now look forward to start our journey through Israel
with my wife Petra and my son Michael. We’ve been
saying often “next year in Jerusalem’”. Now we are in
Tel Aviv and tomorrow we will be in Jerusalem!

Thank you and see you!
Tel Aviv, 5 October 2018

16 I''A  19W AP 99
2018 127NT UYVWAN N3N




Hearty Meeting

Dozens of members celebrated our annual Rosh
Hashana event. Avi Rosenthal, Director of the Center of
Organizations of Holocaust Survivors, spoke at the event
and congratulated the members of the organization. The
guest of honor was Wilfried Wiedemann, who headed the
memorials foundation at Niedersachsen and established
the new and impressive documentation center at the
Bergen-Belsen memorial site. Here is the speech he
delivered at the event.

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen, dear Jochi, good
morning!

I would like to thank you very much for inviting me here.
Also, allow me to tell you how pleased I am to be back
again in Tel Aviv. My wife Petra and my son Michael
are with me on this journey, not least because it is of
great importance to me to pass on a link in the chain

of memory to Michael, to give him an opportunity to
get to know Israel and eventually to make
friends here.

I am very touched to be able to attend this
meeting of the lrgun She’erit Hapletah
Bergen-Belsen today, and I think back to
earlier meetings here in Tel Aviv which I
attended. The first time was twenty five
years ago, back when Chaim Poslusny
was Chairmen and Dov Zelmanowicz was
General Secretary. I often think of both of
them, as well as of the many others who
are no longer with us.

Today the relationship between the
Bergen-Belsen Memorial and the Irgun is
one of mutual trust and good will. But this
relationship could developafterthe German
had fulfilled an historical obligation. In
1990, the Federal State of Lower Saxony,
on whose territory the Bergen-Belsen site
is located, opened a new permanent exhibition at the
site, replacing the small unstaffed Document Building
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opened in 1966. Permanent academic and educational
staff was recruited to take care to the needs of visitors.
With Monika Godecke, Thomas Rahe and myself,
the survivors’ associations had direct contacts at the
Memorial. I stress: It was the first time and it was 45
years after the liberation of Bergen-Belsen when
the memorial of Bergen-Belsen was staffed with
academic and educational employees.

In Israel, these improvements were understood as
markers of the increased importance the Bergen-
Belsen Memorial was assigned in Germany and
as a sign that the Memorial would be given a
more central role in the commemoration of and
education about the crimes against the Jews by
the Germans.

Around four decades lay between the liberation
of Bergen-Belsen by British troops on 15 April
1945 and the decisive paradigm shift in German
memorial culture in the 1980s. That was how long
it took until the former Nazis and their supporters
in positions of influence both on the administrative
level and in society had been replaced by members
of a new generation, members of my generation.

I was in charge of drawing up the new exhibition
in Bergen-Belsen between 1985 and 1990 and was

16 |1I''A  119W 1PN
2018 1A7NT U”vwn 31N




4 T ,1IX12 1"'DV1 3 1T AIX12-YM nm
'y nnw L1290 N2 we
;12 N2 "M 1IN D2 97T YN0 NN2D0 NN 'NT2INWD

-N2 PN ani' NIn Nt 20w NIR'ON NNN ITW NN12D
..."112V NHXn

N2I0 NWN ,NA'N2 NTNI'N NN2D NN 17N NN2D
D120 'XN 9V n1DN0N T'RNW ,0"N NR21IN 112,24
7V 12VUN NIVIING Y N9'01 NoN'W TN .ANIRN
910N v n1DN0N1 PN TR AR Nu™M2N 2NN T
T "IN N2VIN TNITA DINT 0DIVA LNNIN Waow =

.072V0 1IVoWIN Pou X171 DIl "IN §

NN 07 NIwYY n07NN N'RY W DNXNn N2 11224
D'21WNN 027N NN N7 '7'NanY 21 “q'2 0" 1w
nrwo ' v 1% nvo Yw nnon 112 .ah

12N TNN T 9Y Ninnn
.NNownn
mionnl nwaunn - Y

N0 DI’ NN2OW 210D
T D nvnn Nt
~ nxp A% nnY N naion
j NT AR DW AoanR Pl
> N, AT AT ININ
< hwoonwoh AN XY
- o N

NN TR NOI0XN N'NY DI
NNIWN 71X - q0DN Wan 1N DA RPN aNwn” 91roh
MNINDXVN NRNYN2

17 INOP TNI'D21 ,0'2"MVND 0NN 19002 12710V I

N17uN DY NITTINNN |2IN 7Y 071X W D' W!IND DMI10'DN

INCINW NTR 7Y PAND YW NINKXNRD NIRINWNNT XN

MWW QNIWNN RO PNIR NN NNyl ,0M19'0n 120 NIk

INOT N21-N2D 7V 011910 NPPWR N2'WENIELNNIN TIT DY
.N"71N1 NN271-NN2D01 'Po27IN

nNMpon NANW TINWY 2w 0719 TNIFN2 MIN NR'DPN
D71IVN NNX' N'D N NINAYT QUIN Nt GNIRIWNT n2wipnni
.2V |0 DYN NNIN YA, 21'01NT WIVDA'™NN

NDWNI WD A N7 5 T .
2IXVY D2 NY2 N2 N .
nun axmn mvn and

L

Yw A 1o 'nxun‘
NNIT 4

e

E

[ 1]

mea nnd

NN DN 'N2W XN

N7 n'nw ,n'“N1 'N2o

P D mninwn phin

DIWN  NWY-0NWw
N NRIWNN

"

NN N'NY NN 'NINWWD
nNphw Mpvn 12T
NINN,NTN DI

nNd TIV2W 1 21XV~
Ly TN I o I o )y AVLLA n [ U}
21WN .N2'TH 117 W' DN NRY N2V 0N AR VT N7 ANIWN
N7W D> 0MI19'0N AN NN 192 0N 190 0T T0Y
1NoD' N7 Q102 TN ,190N 1NNNW 21WN' TN 7D DN .1NDw"

7 INDW

\

.NN7XN2 12V NWIINN 1YW 7 AN

1IYN .07 01 1Yo 79N INE7W NN TIT DI NN2DT NTIN
v NTINL . JIOND 12109 09919 NN NN NBTYoNn1 INWn
N2 Nnn NN DD0Y 1PN 1993w TN NIRRTINN

JA9W 0TOMRN TRN NN 97T 'P027IN INOY N2DW

. 1=

"'Ai L

Amit my daughter is 12 years old.
I was 12 when I lost my grandmother Rachela.

This is probably why this age is more than just a “Bat
Mitzva” for me.

# We decided to launch a plan of the

? most important values for the Bat
Mitzva year. One of the main values
- was “Tradition and Legacy”’.

In order to connect her with her
family history, Amit and I joined the
tour on the 73rd day of liberation of
Bergen-Belsen.

I was fascinated by Amit’s ability
% to ask questions, by her curiosity
~ and attentive listening. At the end
of the day, I asked Amit what was
the main lesson she took from this
day. Amit said: “'I feel so sad that
in a few years, when all the survivors are gone, nobody
will know what they went through and how thanks to
them we have our own Jewish State. It is therefore very
important to keep telling the children in all generations
to come the stories of these survivors, so that they will
never be forgotten.”

It seems the legacy has been passed on successfully.

Ronit Ritz-Bueno, Amit Bueno
3rd and 4th generation
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