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Sabine Goes (left) interviews Jochi Ritz-Olewski and
Arie Olewski on NDR Radio, Germany

Editorial

Dear Friends,

68 years ago, on April 15th 1945, the unfortunate
inhabitants of Bergen-Belsen concentration camp woke
up to another miserable morning. By that afternoon,
thousands of people, prisoners of this horrible camp,
have already witnessed an extreme change in their lives.
Years of hope and faith proved to be justified - they were
Free!!

[t seems symbolic that this year, the Day of Liberation
happens to be on the same day of Israel’s Independence
Day. Free People, a Free State - the climax of the dreams
of Holocaust Survivors.

m 'herefore, the front page
L is dedicated to the visit
IDF Chief of General Staff
Benny Gantz paid to Esther
Friedman, a Bergen-Belsen
Survivor.

Although the numbers of the
first generation are waning,
we do our best to inject new
life to our Irgun, keeping an
1 on-going activity for survivors
and their descendants. We
issue this international
Newsletter, we organized a
tour to the Palmach Museum,
welcomed Rosh-Hashanah
together and had a big party on Hanukah. On April 17th
2013 we will celebrate the Bergen-Belsen Liberation
Day and in the summer we will visit the Haim Weizmann
Institute in Rehovot.

Our Irgun is active also abroad and we share the problems
and decisions concerning the commemoration of the past
in Bergen-Belsen. That is why we addressed the Prime
Minister of Niedersachsen and German federal officials
asking to ensure the preservation of historical sites of the
former DP camp, once the British Army leaves.

In this sixth issue of “‘Our Voice” - “Unzer Sztyme”
we are glad to present articles by Sam Bloch from New
York and Dr. Habbo Knoch from Germany. Arie Olewski
describes the highlight of the events in November 2012,
marking the inauguration of the memorial center 60
years ago: A public Statement of the Survivors addressed
to future generations, in which they handover the legacy
of documentation of Bergen-Belsen to the second
generation, and the following Statement of the Second
Generation. Survivors write about their memories and
representatives of the third generation - Orit Zeevi and
Shahar Olewski share their impressions of Poland.

We would like to express our deepest gratitude and
thank Mr. Michael Furst and the Jewish Community
in Hanover for their generous support, which enahled
us to pubhlish this Newsletter.

We wish you Happy Independence Day!!
Jochi Ritz-Olewski
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Chief of General Staff Benny Gantz meets with Bergen-Belsen survivor

74

9]

Ahead of Holocaust Remembrance Day, IDF Chief of
General Staff Benny Gantz paid a visit to Holocaust
survivor Esther Friedman, whose life was saved
by his mother, Malka Gantz, at the Bergen-Belsen
concentration camp during World War I1. The visit was
part of the project Flower for a Holocaust Survivor, in
which IDF personnel visit with some 17,000 Holocaust
survivors yearly.

Esther Friedman, a Bergen-Belsen survivor from Petah
Tikva, was born in Hungary and was sent to Auschwitz-
Birkenau in April 1944, when she was just 12 years
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old. After surviving Dr. Mengele’s cruel experiments,
she was sent to Bergen-Belsen where she fell ill with
typhus. As her condition deteriorated she was thrown to
a pile of bodies. Malka Gantz, who was at the camp at
the time, pulled her from that pile and the girl clung to
life. After the war the two women were sent to Sweden
and in 1947 they traveled to Israel together on the ship
“Haim Arlosoroff”. In Israel they also kept in touch.
Esther Friedman handed Gantz, as a gift, a picture of
his mother from her time at the concentration camp,
and told him that his mother always dreamt he would
become a senior IDF officer.
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Our generation, the generation of Holocaust
survivors is waning. We entrust our experience
of the horrors of Bergen-Belsen to the future
generations who will come after us. We are
confident that they will make every possible
effort to continue our work and the holy
memory of our martyrs who have not seen the
liberation.
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For more than sixty years the name Bergen-
Belsen, of the Nazi concentration camp, has
been known as a symbol of the worst horrors
in the history of humankind, as the death
place of tens of thousands of Jews from all
over Europe. The mass graves of the victims
commit us to the sacred duty of eternal and
permenant remembrance.
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IDF Chief of
General Staff
salutes
Bergen-Belsen
Survivors
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Dear friends,
members of Irgun Sh’erit Hapleta Bergen-Belsen

I am very moved to address you through the pages of this Newsletter.

The very existence of this magazine is absolute evidence of your triumph, which is also the victory of the people
of Israel.

We in IDF will continue to proudly carry on the heritage of those who were murdered, as well as the legacy of the
survivors, who remind us day by day, hour per hour, the righteousness and necessity of the path where we keep
on marching - A strong people with a powerful army, which makes sure that we will never again stand helpless in
front of those who seek to harm us.

I salute you,

IDF Chief of General Staff
Benyamin (Benny) Gantz
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Dr. Habbo Knoch

Director

The onset of 2013 marks the 80th
anniversary of the transfer of power
to Adolf Hitler on 30th January
1933, after which the first instances
of persecution swiftly began. The
most fundamental civil rights were revoked within the scope
of the ‘Reichstag Fire Decree’ of 28th February, while
‘protective custody’, an instrument of the Weimar Republic,
was also mercilessly applied, first and foremost against
political opponents of the new regime. Along with the attack
on the constitutional state, parliamentary democracy and,
through the ban on political parties, also its structure of
democratic decision-making, were promptly eliminated.

In the same measure, this ‘seizure of power’ and ‘forcible
coordination’ was also accomplished through the close
interplay of force and legislation in what is today the state
of Lower Saxony: by way of numerous laws and decrees, the
National Socialists created a pseudo-legal framework for a
prolonged state of emergency. They reduced the state to an
expedient for the brutal implementation of National Socialist
rule through victimisation, beatings and arrests. Plans for
the first concentration camps in the region that is now
Lower Saxony began as early as March, with the Moringen
concentration camp established in April and the Bérgermoor
camp in June. It was there that, eighty years ago, the song
‘Peat bog soldiers’ emerged as a symbol of resistance and self-
assertion. The will to survive demonstrated by the persecuted,
prisoners and their families and friends in that period should
be remembered today and indeed be at the centre of our
thoughts.

1933 saw the beginning of an unprecedented
disenfranchisement that ended in persecution, forced
displacementandmassmurder. Asignificantroleinestablishing
National Socialist rule was played by the judiciary. With the
broad consensus of jurists serving the state, the constitutional
state of the Weimar Republic was undermined and the essential
foundations for the Nazi regime also effectively laid through
legal channels. Upon the anniversary of the ‘Enabling Act’ on
5% March, the Foundation and Wolfenbittel Memorial will
open the temporary exhibition *1933 and the Law: The Role
of the Judiciary in the ‘Seizure of Power’, which approaches
the issue of how the law was abrogated by legislation and
administration to pave the way for criminal action.

In other events, details of which can be found on the
Foundation’s website, the Foundation is this year aiming to
raise awareness of 1933 and the consequences of that year.
One event will be addressing the debate on NS rule and its
consequences in combination with contemporary issues in a
very particular way: in December 2013, a conference with
workshopswill be held on the 65th anniversary of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights. The event is a cooperative
initiative of the Foundation’s own project ‘Disenfranchisement
as a Defining Experience’ and the Education and Encounters
department at the Bergen-Belsen Memorial.

The memorials in Lower Saxony are outstanding locations for
promoting an indispensable rights-related learning culture.
Active memorial work has been going on at individual
locations in Lower Saxony for more than 25 years. Further
memorials have been added and many people are still
actively working on numerous commemoration initiatives. At
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numerous memorials in Lower Saxony, intensive thought is
being devoted to restructuring the historical sites as well as
exhibitions and educational resources.

In terms of Lower Saxony and Germany as a whole, Bergen-
Belsen has the longest history of any memorial on the historical
site of a former concentration camp. On 30th November 2012,
we were able to raise awareness of the 60th anniversary of the
establishment and handover of the Bergen-Belsen Memorial
with a number of events and projects. Survivors representing
the Bergen-Belsen survivor associations participated in
these events, as did other survivors and their families and
representatives of the ‘second generation’. For the first time
in this context, a virtual, three-dimensional reconstruction of
the erstwhile camp complex was displayed within the scope of
a fifteen-minute presentation on Anne Frank Platz.

In addition, the exhibition ‘60 years, 60 days’ also saw the
memorial’s sixty years documented for the first time using
sixty events based on key sources. Particularly gratifying was
the interest shown by the survivor associations in presenting
the exhibition in their own countries. In a moving moment on
30th November 2012, representatives of the Bergen-Belsen
survivor associations passed on the ‘legacy of the Bergen-
Belsen survivors’ to the Minister President of Lower Saxony
and the Representative of the Federal Commissioner for
Culture and Media.

Two other dates are reflected in the activities of the
Foundation and Lower Saxony memorials this year: seventy
years ago, in April 1943, a ‘detention camp’ was established
under the control of the SS in part of the Bergen-Belsen POW
camp, while in September of the same year, the deportation
of large numbers of Italian soldiers began throughout the
German Reich as a result of the armistice between Italy and
the Allies, including to Bergen-Belsen, Sandbostel and the
Emsland camps.

The diverse activities of the Lower Saxony Memorials
Foundation, the memorial sites it funds and promotes as well
as the many commemorative initiatives, would simply not be
possible without the comprehensive support of the Regional
State, Federal Government, local authorities and also from
European funding and donations. I would like to take this
opportunity to thank all those in the political arena and society
as a whole who have so substantially promoted and funded the
memovrial work in Lower Saxony. An immeasurably precious
asset in our work is the broad voluntary commitment at many
locations and the outstanding level of motivation displayed by
our memorial site employees in taking on the comprehensive
tasks in hand. In this, and in close accord with the survivors,
their children and grandchildren, we actively commit to
memory the fate of those persecuted and murdered.

Their legacy is our responsibility. 30th January 1933
heralded the end of democracy, the constitutional state and
freedom. Drawing on this historical experience, the work
of the Foundation and memorial sites in Lower Saxony is
dedicated to the goal of strengthening democracy and
integration, safeguarding fundamental rights and preventing
all forms of discrimination. Through our work, we aspire to
counteract any threat to civil society. Consequently, to the
greatest extent possible, our task is to identify, mediate and
raise contemporary awareness of the reasons, development
and consequences of disenfranchisement during National
Socialism.

Celle, February 2013
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““We all knew what was going on here”

60th anniversary to the memorial center in Bergen-Belsen,
Novembher 2012

60 years ago, on November 30th, 1952, a memorial center
in Bergen-Belsen was inaugurated as a first memorial of the
Shoa in the Federal Republic of Germany. It was a seminal
event in which the German society first dared to look into its
actions of the near past.

To mark 60 years to the inauguration of the most horrible camp
in Germany, which became a symbol of the horrors of the Nazi
regime in Germany, the memorial foundation of Niedersachsen
planned a number of events, exhibitions and publications as
from Friday, November 30th, 2012.

The central event took place in the presence of the Prime
Minister of Niedersachsen, (which is in charge of the Bergen-
Belsen memorial), the British Ambassador in Germany,
officials of the German Federal Government and guests from
all over the world. Representatives of the survivors of Bergen-
Belsen in Israel were Chairman Ariel Yahalomi, himself a
survivor of the camp, and Jochi Ritz-Olewski, who was born in
the DP Camp Bergen-Belsen.,

At the opening ceremony, 60 years ago, it was the President
of Germany Theodor Heuss who honestly admitted : “we all
knew what was going on here.” This was the first camp that
Germany decided to preserve after the Holocaust. Today there
is a new research and documentation center exhibiting the
horrors of the camp as well as the remarkable recovery of the
survivors in the DP camp nearby the ruins of the concentration
camp.

The highlight of the event was a public statement addressed
to future generations by representatives of survivors from all
over the world, who read a statement in which they handed
the legacy documentation of Bergen-Belsen to the second
generation. Ariel Yahalomi, chairman of the survivors of
Bergen-Belsen in Israel, opened in Hebrew the reading of the
statement. The statement was signed and submitted to the
Prime Minister of Niedersachsen and the British ambassador
in Germany.

The second generation was represented by Jochi Ritz-Olewski,
whose father Rafael Olewski was one of the prominent
figures in the DP camp and then one of the founders of the
organization of survivors of Bergen-Belsen in Israel, and
Menachem Rosensaft, also born in Bergen-Belsen DP camp,
son of Joseph Rosensaft, who was the chairman of the Central
Jewish Committee in Bergen-Belsen. They addressed the
Prime Minister of Niedersachsen, the British Ambassador and
representatives of the German federal government, asking them
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to ensure the preservation of historical sites of the DP camp as
an integral part of the memorial site of the camp. In the site
of the former DP camp are now British forces from NATO. The
British are about to evacuate the huge camp, and hand it over
to the German government. The second generation demands
to preserve all the important historical buildings in the camp
and annex them under responsibility of the Niedersachsen
Memorial Foundation.

At the old pavilion was held the exhibition “60 years, 60
days” - 60 photos and building plans which reviewed the 60
years since. The images also depict presidents of Israel, Ezer
Weizmann and Chaim Herzog, Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin
and Defense Minister Moshe Dayan, who visited Bergen-Belsen
during their tenure.

A premiered theater documentary was telling the history of
the planning and the construction of the memorial site. The
play was signed quoting the words of Jochi Ritz-Olewski: “I do
not know if I’‘m proud that I was born in Bergen-Belsen. I am
proud of my parents, who were able to raise us children in a
house where there was laughter and humor. Sometimes I think
it might be abnormal, after what happened to them. Always in
our home, we celebrated the 15th of April. It was my parents’
holiday, the day they were reborn.

Traditional Jewish memorial service was held at the Jewish
memorial. The main ceremony was held at the general
monument. There were speeches by German government
officials and flowers were laid on behalf of the countries and
groups of survivors. In the absence of the Israeli ambassador,
the Israeli embassy in Germany sent a senior representative
from Bonn.

The Executive Board member of the Israeli organization,
Jochi Ritz-Olewski, who was born in Bergen-Belsen, and her
brother Arie Olewski, were invited to a special radio interview
of the NDR network. In this interview Jochi and Arie spoke
about their family’s history at the DP camp and then in Israel,
and described the meaning of the Holocaust in general and
of Bergen-Belsen especially for them and their families.
Jochi Ritz-Olewski was also interviewed by a reporter of a
newspapers’ network in Germany.

Members of the Israeli organization were invited to display
their opinions on a new documentation exhibition near the
memorial center — a multimedia Cube Display, which gives
the viewer a remarkable experience of a virtual tour of the
Bergen-Belsen camp.

Photos: Carsten Maehnert, Celle
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Declaration hy
Children of Survivors
Born in the DP Camp of
Bergen-Belsen
Both of us, Jochi Ritz-Olewski and
Menachem Rosensaft, were born
in the Displaced Persons camp of
Bergen Belsen. Our fathers were
liberated there, together with
more than 15,000 prisoners, who
were brought to the Wehrmacht
barracks at the end of the war.
Shortly afterwards, the DP
Camp became the largest Jewish
community in Germany, and
subsequently for the past 62 years
the barracks have been in the

custody of the British Army.

With the imminent departure of
the British Army, we insist that
this area of fundamental historical
importance will be protected and
that those buildings of particular
symbolic value together with the
Jewish cemetery of the DP Camp
will be integrated into the Bergen
Belsen Memorial.

Jochevet Ritz-Olewski, Tel Aviv
Menachem Rosensaft, New York
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The use of Yiddish in Germany by Jews, who
were brothers of those millions who were
murdered, and returning to create and write
there, is described in the article as an act of
returning to life and reviving the spirit after
the destruction.
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Let us hear the voice of our people. Let the
language of those millions who were thrown
into eternity by Hitler horror be loudly heard!
Let the Jewish word be heard in the land of
our most deadly enemy, let our voice pass
over field and forest, a village and a city, and
will arrive to the most remote corner of the
forever cursed German earth and will demand
an answer for the terrible “WHY?"..
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One of the first efforts made in the DP camp,
along with the establishment of independent
leadership and regulation of a new life, was
publishing a Yiddish newspaper. What drove
the editors, shortly after their liberation from
the Nazi burden, to devote so much effort to
publish a newspaper? What symbolized this
task so much that they were willing to give up
their food allowance to get some paper and
printing machine?
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No literary or journalistic ambitions, wrote
Rosenthal, guided the editors when they
publish this newspaper, but a strong desire
to defy the Nazi killer and prove to him that
his depredated mission failed. To Rosenthal,
the elimination of Nazi rule, which with his
bloody boots ran over the European countries
and fatally hit the Jews, consisted not only by
waving flags of the free peoples in Germany
but also in the fact that the Jewish word, a
Yiddish word, hovers over the ruins of German
cities, tormenting the killers and takes away
their rest/peace of mind.
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