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The ninth edition of “Our Voice’” “Unzer Sztyme”
is being published on April 15th, immediately after
Passover. Passover is the holiday of freedom, the exodus
of our ancestors. April 15th, just 70 years ago, is the day
of liberation of Bergen-Belsen, the day
you, dear survivors, experienced your
exodus! You became free - coming out
from darkness to light.

We expected that after 70 years, the anti-
Semitism in Europe would disappear and
we would enjoy security and tranquility
- putting the terrible past behind us and
looking towards serenity and peace of
mind. But regretfully, reality strikes us
cruelly reminding us that anti-Semitism
in Europe is lifting its head again. Jews
no longer feel secure; again they are killed
just because they are Jewish. Therefore we cannot give
up the mission to remember, remind and commemorate
in order that it will never happen again!

70 years is a long time - almost three generations. In
the period of 70 years we were born, we grew up, we got
married, conceive children, we even have grandchildren
and we experienced a lot in our lives. During these 70
years, you, our surviving friends, despite the horrors you
went through, managed to rehabilitate yourselves and
rebuild your lives. You immigrated to Israel, built this
state, fought its wars and raised beautiful families. We
salute you!

In this issue we focus on the 70th anniversary of the
liberation of Bergen-Belsen. We present the memories of
what you survivors have been through before and after
the liberation.

Tova Ben-Zvi, singer and poet, whose book of poems
you will find on the back cover, as well as the book “'I
survived...” by Ariel Yahalomi. Jacob Barzilai, Bracha
Gilai, Shraga Milstein and Shraga Kalush, share their
personal stories with you. Leah Dor and Tzipi Kichler
represent the second generation. The younger generation
is also present: You may read the exciting articles of
the third generation: Noah Golandsky and Ayelet Ritz-
Benvenisti, and of Maya Benvenisti representing the
fourth generation. The chain is bonding the generations
asin “Tell your son”’, which takes us back to the beginning
of the editorial and to the Holiday of Freedom.

As part of the preparations for the ceremonies of 70
years of the liberation a special Blog site was launched in
Bergen-Belsen and an International Conference of Youth
is planned, which will hold discussions to where we are
heading in the future in view of the past.

A new website of the Israeli Bergen-Belsen Organization
was launched and went online! We invite you to enter
bergenbelsen.org and welcome your comments on the
site.

Jochi Ritz-Olewski
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Bergen-Belsen Organization in Israel launches Website

We are happy to announce that
the  Bergen-Belsen  Organization
in Israel launches a new Website
bergenbelsen.org.

The site is being used to keep close
contact and up to date connection with
our members and other interested
surfers. It addresses primarily the
Israeli audience in Hebrew, and
foreign visitors in English.

The site offers historical information
about the history of the organization
since its foundation in the early 50s.
It lays out for the users all the issues
of “Our Voice”, starting with the first
issue in September 2010.

Dozens of colorful photo albums from
2006 up to nowadays show pictures
of you readers, and of our fellow
surviving friends, also those who are
no longer with us.

In this context, we opened a memorial
corner home page, for our survivor-
friends who passed away. You are
welcome to enter, review and update
us. A virtual memorial candle is
lightening constantly in their memory.

We are still working on our archive
pages preparing them for upload.
It is a complicated task, since our
organization was and remains the most
active among the various survivors’
organizations. Our past was glorious,
and we do all we can in the present in
order to keep our spirit on going and
active.

Links to relevant sites and the ability
to contact us directly, as well as
providing the possibility of responses
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i Our dear friends who left us
this year:

Azriel-Ernst Simche [Pise] 15.2.2015

Miriam Akawvia 17.1.2015

Rivka-Regina Bacia-Kupfeberg
10.11.2014

Lili Bor
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Margolisa-Lola Solnicki 5.2.2014

from surfers, complete the mapping of the site.
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The site has been designed and constructed by Shahar

Olewski, grandson of the late Rafael Olewski, chairman
of the organization in the past and the web manager is
Arie Olewski. This is definitely “a closing of a circle”
and an opening of a new circle, facing the future - the

younger generation.

See you on our website!
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Students composing poems of Holocaust Survivors

Poet Jacob Barzilai
from Raanana writes:

Two years ago “Yad Vashem’ initiated a project of
composing poems of survivors by high school students.
Thus, poems of poets who survived the Holocaust were
sent to high school students in the music course of study
in Ashdod.

One of my poems was chosen by a very talented student
- Shai Sol Hever.

0%y M
72N 1o 'wh wTpIn
2013 'NINT'2N NINIWN DI

anWwn 123 AN

V1 N9 NYPia NN |12
?20'N! V2 MW 12

0N

'Y

;091 N DN 01200 WINDT
0%iv N2 ONi22

D'WD 0'TY

DWW 12 71X WiNy
12 2V

Being blessed with a handful of poems, performed by
many orchestras in Israel and around the world, I was
filled with joy facing this initiative. My joy was doubled
for two reasons: A meeting of the arts - poetry and music
- creates a new entity of the co-production, as well as
joining a young student who chooses to deepen more
profoundly into this subject and compose a song about the
Holocaust, which turns it into a memorial monument.

The concert was filmed and broadcasted on TV Channel
10.

This cooperative piece bestowed me with inspiration and
I wrote a poem, which I have dedicated to the young
composer.

I send you the two poems: the first “Of Prominent
Stature”” which was composed by Shai Sol Hever, and
the second “'Brit Olam’ which was dedicated to her.
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Dr. Jens-Christian Wagner*

Marking the 70th anniversary of the end of the war and
the liberation of the concentration camps, the Lower
Saxony (Niedersachsenn) Memorial Foundation has
launched a special blog (blog.befreiungl945.de) online.
Every day for 70 days - since February 27 and until May
8, 2015 — this blog is depicting the events that occurred
on each of these days just 70 years ago.

Historical material from Germany and other countries
provide examples not only of the victims of the SS,
Gestapo, police and local militia, but also of casualties
brought about by civilians in the last days of the war. The
blog also displays reports on the situation of prisoners in
concentration camps before and after the liberation.

“Victims of the
End of the War”,
as they were called
later by the judges,
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Shortly before the
liberation, 100,000
men and women
were murdered
in massacres and
death marches.

The blog shows the many places in which such actions
occurred, what the local Germans’ attitudes were, and
how they responded. The blog mainly focuses on the
victims’ points of view of these events.

The Lower Saxony (Niedersachsenn) Memorial
Foundation is coordinating the activities of all those who
are working on the materials of the blog. The blog invites
all web surfers to participate and witness the critical
point of view of local history in Germany shortly before
liberation.
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Hanukkah Party 2014

Arie Olewski

What a happy and joyous party it was! Indeed, a
festive Hanukkah with a rich programme.

Dozens of friends, members and companies,
gathered at “*Doron House” in Ramat Gan enjoying
an evening full of light and joy, with delicious
refreshments, as befits a Hanukkah party.

The evening started with the annual general
meeting, held according to the organization’s
rules of association, headed by chairman Ariel
Yahalomi. All participants stood up for a
-, moment of silence when the names were read
of our dear fellow friends, who were separated

' from us forever.

s Jochi Ritz-Olewski presented the work plan

3 1 for 2015 and updated the attendees regarding

‘ . : : 2 the relationships with the Lower Saxony

IR, . : AW (Niedersachsen) Memorials Foundation
St P : 4 L e £ focusing on Bergen-Belsen.

The party went on with a fascinating

“Israeli celebration”, led by Hila Eitan

who charmed us with her singing and
A energy, encouraging the audience to

' dance - of all ages! Elderly survivors

'ﬂ_‘:; put away their walking aids and

? were dancing happily - what an
excitement!!

If you have not seen personally the joy of life

e of the survivors, of the second generation, third

<Y ; g, e, and fourth, you can view the photo album on the

'\ ! : . organization’s website. Some of the photos are

.-vn.;-aui?"k'ﬂ’r‘w T P e ' e B . shown here.

e

See you in the next events!
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God, Faith & Identity from the Ashes

The book is a collection of articles presenting reflections of

children and grandchildren of Holocaust survivors on how the ’ u

. memories transmitted to them have affected their lives. 69‘ Id ent
The book was edited by Menachem Z. Rosensaft and from the 1

published in English in
Reflections of Child r
and Grandchi]dren
of Holocauyst Survivors

Edited by Menach
Prologye by |

New York.
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em 7, Rosensafi
“lie Wiesel
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New Beginning

Book of poems written by Tova Ben-Zvi, member of our organization.
Tova was born in Poland and witnessed all the horrors of the Holocaust
— ghetto, concentration camp, work camp, prisons, death march, and
liberation in Bergen-Belsen. She immigrated to Israel on September
1945, right after the war ended, determined to rehabilitate her life.
i= She sang. She was a singer all her life. The songs were written in

the years 1946-1952 — her first years in Israel.

Ariel yahalomi

| survived...
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I Survived...

Ariel Yahalomi (Dimant) writes his memories, returning to
those horrible times, that he tried to escape from all his
life. Yahalomi is the Chairman of the Bergen-Belsen Israeli
Organization.



