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Editorial

Dear friends,

[ am happy to welcome you to this special and festive
magazine dedicated to the commemoration of the
70th anniversary of the liberation of Bergen-Belsen
Concentration Camp by the British
Army.

70 years ago, on April 15th, 1945,
55,000 men, women and children
heard a loud and clear voice
announcing: “You are free!” Captain
Derek Sington was the first British
soldier who entered the gates of
the infamous death camp. In his
book “The Tear” my father Rafael
Olewski describes the first moments
of liberation: “An armed soldier stood
on a tank wearing a helmet on his
head, holding a loudspeaker and calling continuously:
‘vou are free!” Suddenly the British soldier put down the
loudspeaker, bent towards us, and asked in a crying voice:
‘My people? Jews? Good Lord!!’ ‘Yes, your people’, - we
nodded, - A Jew? A Jewish soldier?’

The soldier hugged us and his steel helmet covered also
our heads. He could not restrain himself and burst into
tears and the three of us were crying bitterly...”

At the gala concert in Hanover we met three nephews
of Derek Sington. We embraced each other warmly, this
time joyful, not weeping. Closing a Circle.

Queen Elizabeth II is also closing a circle: On June,
26th 2015, the queen visited Bergen-Belsen Memorial
- a first historic majestic visit 70 years after the camp
was liberated by British Forces. It was a unigue moment
as this year the British Army is leaving Hohne Camp -
the former DP camp - and returning home to England.
Closing a Circle.

Thisissue offersyouvarious articles about the celebrations
inIsrael andin Germany. None of this could have happened
without the devoted and outstanding work of the people
“behind the scenes”. This is my opportunity to thank the
wonderful people who were involved in planning, taking
care of budgets; that financed, organized, worked days
and nights taking care of every detail, doing it willingly
and with endless patience.

[ thank with all my heart Dr. Jens-Christian Wagner
and Attorney Michael Fuerst who conducted this
huge operation. Many thanks to Minister Frauke
Heiligenstadt, who supported and approved the budgets;
to Dr. Thomas Rahe and the outstanding staff of the
Memorial Foundation, especially to Stephanie Billib,
Silke Meyerhoff, Michael Peschel and his team. Thanks
also to Monika Goedecke, Bernd Horstmann, Martina
Staats, Heike Rudolph, Diana Gring, Klaus Taetzler,
Cynthia Wittmann, Katja Seybold, Elke Schéndube and
Mary Sofer. Many thanks to Dirk-Ulrich Mende - Mayor
of Celle, to Sabine Maehnert and Arie Olewski.

[ wish you all a Happy, healthy and peaceful New Year.
Jochi Ritz-Olewski
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Visit of Queen Elizabeth II at Bergen-Belsen

Dr. Jens-Christian Wagner

70 years ago, on April 15th, 1945, British troops
liberated more than 50.000 men, women and children at
the Bergen-Belsen Concentration Camp. On June, 26th,
the British Queen Elizabeth II and the Duke of Edinburg
visited the Bergen-Belsen Memorial. They were given
a guides tour through the former camp grounds by the
Memorial’s director Dr. Jens-Christian Wagner and
met survivors and liberators.

The royal couple showed special interest in the Jewish
memorial from 1946 and in the symbolic grave stone
of Anne and Margot Frank. After a short wreath laying
ceremony they met three British veterans who liberated
the Bergen-Belsen camp, among them Captain Eric
“Winkle” Brown who served as an interpreter in the first
interrogations of the camp’s Commander Joseph Kramer.
The Queen also talked with three survivors: Anita Lasker-
Wallfisch and Rudolph Oppenheimer, both now living in
Great Britain and Stefan Hertz from Hungary. Hertz,
who was liberated in Bergen-Belsen, had been forced
at Mittelbau-Dora Concentration Camp to work at the
production of the infamous V1 cruise missiles (“buzz
bombs’) which were fired on London by the German
army in 1944 and 1945.

The survivors expressed their gratitude to Queen Elizabeth
IT for having been
liberated and rescued
by the British troops,
the  British Red
Cross and  other
relief organizations.
The German media

considered the
Queen’s  visit as
an honour to the

more than 52.000
concentration camp
inmatesandprisoners #
of war who perished
at Bergen-Belsen.

At the end of the
visit, pupils from the
Kaiserin-Auguste-
Viktoria High School at Celle presented to Queen
Elizabeth tablet computers with a virtual reconstruction
application of the former camp.

< t..' A --- N £ L -
The royal couple and the Memorial’s director in front
of the Jewish Monument.

The Bergen-Belsen memorial published an extra web site
on the Queen’s visit. (http://www.befreiungl945.de/en/
besuch-von-queen-elizabeth-ii.html).
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Address by World Jewish Congress President
Ronald S. Lauder

Ambassador Lauder devoted much of his
address to what he called “one of the most
important lessons of the Holocaust.”

The Jewish Displaced Persons of Bergen-
Belsen had two options: they could wait
for the world to change their situation,
or they could change it themselves. They
chose the latter. There was no great plan;
it was completely spontaneous. It came
from within the Jews themselves.

First and foremost, Jews never sought
revenge. Jews demanded no “‘right of R,
return’”’ to Germany or Austria or Poland
or any other European country. They did
notteach their children to hate Europeans,
or anyone else. They taught their children
how to read and to do arithmetic and §
draw pictures.

They wanted, they demanded one thing:
that their children lead normal lives. And
in spite of everything, they would try to
do the same. The first newspaper in the
Bergen-Belsen DP camp appeared on July 12th, 1945,
just two months after liberation. The first book came
out in September. If Jews are truly the “People of the

Book,” they certainly proved that 70 years ago.

Jews immediately moved toward the greatest directive
that comes from the Jewish religion: life. They got
on with their lives. Mourning gave way to thousands
of marriages and new families emerged from the
ashes. Can you imagine the courage this took? Think
of a young father who lost his wife and small children

7 Our Voice Bulletin No. 10
September 2015

choosing to move on. Or
a young woman who saw
her husband and children
murdered in front of her
choosing to continue.

After everything that had
happened to them, these
people had the courage
™ and the will to start
| new families. Between
1945 and 1950, when
the DP camp closed,
2,000 children  were
born here. Those children
became doctors, lawyers,
. professors, business
leaders.

In 1965, Elie Wiesel wrote
1 this: “Upon the ruins of
. Europe, on the scorched
earth of Germany,
yesterday’s candidates
for death began to build a Jewish future. The people of
Belsen chose life.” This camp was suddenly transformed
from a factory of death to a factory of life, with schools,
libraries, small orchestras and not one but two theater
companies. There were classes in literature
and art and history.

These people who had suffered so much,
| these people that no one wanted. They never
saw themselves as discarded refuse. In their
il minds, they were never displaced. These
people had a plan and they had dreams.
One of those dreams was a land of their own
where they would never again be subject to
the whims of others.

They would go back to their ancient
homeland, the one they dreamed of, and
spoke of, for 2,000 years. They walked away
from Bergen-Belsen and never looked back.

Within five years, these DP camps
disappeared. Today, people don’t even know
they existed. Because Jews refused to be
Displaced Persons, they refused to be victims.

There is an old Zionist slogan: “If you will it, it is no
dream.” Here at Bergen-Belsen, the Jewish victims of
Nazi atrocities willed themselves back to life, and it
was no dream. From the ashes of this terrible place, the
Jewish people rose up and moved on.
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Arie Olewski

On Saturday night, April 25th, 2015 the concert hall
of the Philharmonic Orchestra NDR Radio in Hanover,
was crowded with people. All enjoyed a festive concert
marking the 70th anniversary of the liberation of Bergen-
Belsen. The concert was initiated and organized by the
Association of Jewish Communities of Lower Saxony,
g?ld was conducted by the young Israeli conductor Lahav
ani.

In the audience were Special guests - three nephews of
Captain Derek Sington - the first British Jewish soldier
who entered the gates of the Belsen camp on April 15th,
1945.

Attorney Michael Fiirst, President of the Association
of the Jewish Communities of Lower Saxony welcomed
solemnly all the guests. Dr. Arno Beyer, Director of the
North German Broadcasting Radio of Lower Saxony
and Deputy Director of the North German Broadcasting
(NDR) noted the uniqueness of this evening. Mrs.
Frauke Heiligenstadt, Minister of Education of Lower
Saxony and Chairman of the Lower Saxony Memorials
Foundation, greeted with great excitement the survivors
present mentioning that, perhaps it might be the last
time they get to visit the liberated camp..

Julius Meinl, President of the Euro-Asian Jewish
Congress, spoke about the anti-Semitism emerging
in Europe and stressed the importance of the State of
Israel.

Jochi Ritz-Olewski, Vice Chairman of the Organization
of Bergen-Belsen in Israel, spoke about her parents who
took an active part in rehabilitation of life in the DP
camp. The audience applauded when she mentioned that
her mother, Rachela Zelmanowicz-Olewski played in
the women’s orchestra of Birkenau-Auschwitz and was
liberated in Bergen-Belsen.

Jochi gave Minister Heiligenstadt and Attorney Fiirst a
special limited edition of Israeli stamps, issued by the
Israeli Philatelic Service to mark the 70th anniversary
of the liberation of Bergen-Belsen.

The impressive and exciting event was organized by Mrs.
Mary Sofer of the Association of Jewish Communities of
Lower Saxony.
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April 15th, 70 years ago, was the day of liberation of
Bergen-Belsen, the day you, dear survivors, experienced
your exodus! You became free - coming out from darkness
to light.

70 years is a long time. In the period of 70 years we were
born, we grew up, worked, experienced a lot, got married,
conceived children, and we even have grandchildren.
During these years, all of us lived in constant tension
between past and future, holocaust and revival. In this
tense journey you were the “Pillar of fire’” leading the
way. You found in yourselves strength; you shook off the
ashes and guided us to choose the path of life. You did
not let the horrors of the past dictate your actions. You
have managed to rehabilitate yourselves and rebuild your
lives. Many of you immigrated to Israel, took part in
building the State of Israel, fought its wars and raised
beautiful families. I embrace you with all my heart and
salute you!

My friends, we expected that after 70 years, the anti-
Semitism in Europe would disappear and we would enjoy
security and tranquility - putting the terrible past behind
us and looking towards serenity and peace of mind. But
regretfully, reality strikes us cruelly and anti-Semitism
is lifting its head again. Jews no longer feel secure;
again they are killed just because they are Jewish. Thus
reminding us that we cannot give up the mission to
remember, remind and commemorate in order that this
will never happen again!

Some of the survivors did not live to share with us this
distinguished moment. They have a special place deep in
our hearts and in this evening I miss them even more than
usually. Two of them are personally related to me and I
am here thanks to them: My mother Rachela Olewki—
Zelmanowicz, and My father, Rafael Olewski, both were
liberated in Bergen-Belsen. My father immediately joined
a group of active, energetic people, headed by Joseph
Rosensaft. This legendary group shaped the Jewish life
in the Bergen-Belsen DP camp. After immigrating to
Israel, Rafael Olewski and his colleagues founded the
Organization of Bergen-Belsen Survivors — Irgun She'erit
Hapleta — which is still active today. I have the honor to
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be a member of its board with chairman Ariel Yahalomi,
a survivor of Belsen. We have 400 members - probably
the biggest organization of survivors of any camp.

This concert reminds me of course of my mother, Rachela
Olewki-Zelmanowicz, influenced by music all her life.
From Shabbat songs she heard at home, to learning to
play a mandolin at school, to playing the mandolin in
the famous women’s orchestra in Birkenau conducted by
Alma Rose. There she played as she had never played
before, in order to save her life. Music did save my
mother’s life. At the end of 1944 the Jewish musician
girls were deported to Bergen-Belsen. Death was all over
the camp; people were dying by plagues and starvation.
But young Rachela survived thanks to the unity of this
group of women, her friends from the orchestra, who
supported each other devotedly. After the liberation she
met my father. They started a new life together and I was
born in the Glyn-Hughs hospital in the DP camp. Music
was always a part of our life: my mother used to play for
us on the mandolin and we listened at home to classical
music which was the repertoire played at the women’s
orchestra in Auschwitz...

What would I give to have my mother here with us
tonight, watching this audience and listening to a concert
conducted by a young Israeli conductor! How proud
she would have been!! In memory of my late mother I
would like to give to Maestro Lahav Shani a copy of her
personal story: ”Crying is forbidden here’.

With your permission, I would like to dedicate this concert
to the memory of my mother, Rachela Olewski, in honor
of her friends who live today in Israel, Great Britain, and
Europe, to her friend Anita Lasker, who played in the
women’s orchestra and is present here tonight, and to the
memory of those who are no longer with us but are still
deep in our hearts.

On this solemn moment I wish to present a special Israeli
stamp sheet dedicated to 70 years of Liberation of Bergen-
Belsen to: Michael Fuerst for his wisdom, his outstanding
support and devotion, for being a “mentsh” and a true
friend of the Israeli Organization; and to Kultusministerin
Frauke Heiligenstadt as a symbolic token of appreciation
for her friendship and support.
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Celebrating 67 Independence

Day at Celle Synagogue

Yehuda Ben-Rafael

Thursday, April 23rd, 2015 — Israel’s Independence Day!
— was especially symbolic to many people. A few dozen
of the Israeli delegation who came to commemorate the
70th anniversary of the liberation of Bergen-Belsen,
survivors from Israel and other countries and residents
of the city of Celle, including the mayor Dirk-Ulrich
Mende, shared a unique experience celebrating the 67
Independence Day at the Celle synagogue, so close to
Bergen-Belsen. Some of the survivors lived and studied
in Celle after liberation, and the synagogue used to be
their Jewish spiritual center.

Mrs. Sabine Maehnert (photo below), director of the City
Archives, who is in charge of the synagogue on behalf
of Celle municipality, greeted the guests and told them
about the Jewish community in Celle, before and after
the Holocaust.

Dr. Thomas Rahe (photo on the right), director of the
Bergen-Belsen memorial site and historian, analyzed
in a fascinating and professional manner the historical
phenomenon of the DP camp — which
some of its inhabitants were present in
the audience. He also highlighted the
contribution of the late brothers Olewski
to the city of Celle.

Arie Olewski, son of Rafael and Rachela
Olewski who were married in this
synagogue by the “Celle Rabbi” Israel
Moshe Olewski, spoke about the symbolism
of celebrating our Independence Day in
this synagogue, which is close to the heart
of the survivors of Bergen-Belsen.

The event ended solemnly with raising wine
glasses to the State of Israel, in honor of
the courage of survivors who immigrated
to Israel and built it while rehabilitating themselves.
The wine was donated by the Jewish communities of
Niedersachsen.

It was definitely a unique experience to be remembered.
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Memorial plague at the

Round - House
Donated to his Royal Highness
Duke of Gloucester

Speech hy Dr. Jens-Christian Wagner

Your Royal Highness, Dear Survivors and relatives,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

70 years ago British forces liberated 55.000 surviving
prisoners of the Bergen-Belsen concentration camp.

House as emergency hospital and assembling centre
The British soldiers and members of the British Red of the Jewish Displaced Persons Camp.

Cross and other relief organisations selflessly cared for

I now would like to hand over the two plaques to his
Royal Highness, the Duke of Gloucester.

The memorial plaque has the following text:

“Dedicated to the memory of the British soldiers
who liberated the Bergen-Belsen concentration
camp on 15 April 1945.

British soldiers and members of the British Red
Cross and other relief organisations selflessly cared
1 for the liberated prisoners here at the Bergen-
Hohne barracks. They saved tens of thousands of
lives.

In solemn gratitude

Federal State of Lower Saxony
Celle district

Bergen city council

Celle city council

Lohheide municipality”

the liberated prisoners at the liberated main

camp and here, at the Bergen-Hohne barracks e
brought.

where the survivors from the main camp were ,s
™

This house, the so called Round House, served
as an emergency hospital for the exhausted
survivors. Many former prisoners died here as
a result of their imprisonment and of typhus
epidemics. But much more were saved by the
British.

Now, 70 years after the liberation, the British
forces will leave the Bergen-Hohne barracks.
On this occasion we, the younger Germans,
would like to thank the British liberators. |
Together with the authorities of Bergen, |
Celle, Lohheide, the Landkreis Celle and the
government of Lower Saxony, we would like
to dedicate a memorial plaque to honour the
British liberators and a second plagque with
basic information on the history of the Round

DOITNI 'RITN! INTIN, 1221 02 18T, 00710 IND'D TV :INDWY 'R'h
o™12n ' oy 0oMaN

Right to left: Michael Fuerst, Dr. Jens Wagner, Ariel Yahalomi, Duke
of Gloucester holding the Israeli stamps
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This year we marked in Israel the celebration of the Day
of Liberation from Bergen-Belsen in a different way. We
had this time a very special event to celebrate 70 years
of the day the British soldiers entered Bergen-Belsen and
freed the inmates there - giving them back their life.

Symbolically, we chose to have the event at the house of
the first President of Israel - Prof. Chaim Weizman - in
the Weizman Institute in Rehovot. More than 100 people
participated. A special bus brought from Tel Aviv dozens
of our members who needed transportation.

First we enjoyed some refreshments in a beautiful cafe at
the Weizman Institute.

Then we went to a special hall at the house of the first
President where we held our regular ceremony of lighting
6 candles in memory of the 6 million Jews who were
murdered in the Holocaust.

Four candles were lit by survivors; one was lit by a
member of the second generation and the last candle was
lit by four children representing the fourth generation.

Some members shared with all of us the story of their own
moment of liberation. It was so moving that people shed
tears and some even cried - especially the youngsters.
We bring here the personal story of one of the survivors
- Ofra Lustgarten.

A special tour of the house of President Chaim Weizman
concluded this exciting happening. The event was
extremely successful and people were very satisfied and
appreciative.
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a not yet 33-year- &
old Jewish dentist |
from  Sosnowiec,
Poland, to organize
and head a group [
of volunteers from
amongthesurvivors
to help care for the
camp’s thousands [ SEeEs
of critically ill &

inmates. For weeks
on end, my mother
and her team of 28 °
doctors and 620
other female and
male  volunteers,
only a few of
whom were trained

nurses, worked
round the clock
with the

military

save as many of

the survivors as possible. Despite their desperate efforts,
however, the Holocaust claimed 13,944 additional
victims at Bergen-Belsen during the two months after
the liberation.
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In order to contain a raging typhus epidemic, Brigadier
Glyn Hughes and Lt. Colonel James Johnston decided
to transfer all the survivors of Belsen to this erstwhile
Wehrmacht base where they could be treated in cleaner,
relatively more hygienic surroundings. The central
building of the base — the Roundhouse — became the core
of a 7,000 bed emergency hospital.

This transfer of the survivors was completed by May 19,
and the entire concentration camp was burned to the
ground by May 21. Here, in their new surroundings, the
healthier among the former inmates of Belsen returned
to life. But tragically, far too many did not live to enjoy
their freedom.

This cemetery and other graves is where they were laid
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medical Dr. Wagner speaking Jewry as the
personnel to try to

.ININAN D0'37N [ND O'N'20 12NN
':.1; to rest.
i+ The buildings and
-1 barracks of what
w. was the DP camp
&' of Bergen-Belsen
from May 1945
w4l until the summer
4i: of 1950, and that
& have made up the
L., DBritish military
& base that has been
8 here since 1950,
were also where
the final vestiges
of the Shoah and
the physical and

spiritual rebirth
of the She’erit
Hapletah, the

survivors referred
to themselves,
coexisted in separate yet overlapping surreal universes.

That is — for me at least — the principal reason why it
is essential that when British troops leave this base
in the near future, at least some of the barracks and
definitely the Roundhouse must be placed under the care
of and incorporated into the Memorial Site of Bergen-
Belsen.  Future
generations must
be able to see for
themselves where B ;
the last victims ELEsS
of Bergen-Belsen
perished.

But as we stand
here today, we
must also try
to imagine the
thoughts, fears
and hopes of the
survivors who, as
they left Belsen
for new homes in
Israel, the United States, Canada and elsewhere, came
here one last time to pray, to cry, or just to say farewell
to those who would remain here forever.
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Speech of
Dr. Jens-Christian Wagner

14.000 men, women and children died at Bergen-
Belsen after the liberation as a result of their prior
imprisonment and of Typhus epidemics. Like the
prisoners who died before the liberation they were
victims of the Nazi crimes and of the Shoah.

More than 4500 victims have been buried here, on
the so called Zeltheaterfriedhof. Many of them were
Jews, other political prisoners from all over Europe,
especially from Poland and the Soviet Union, Sinti and
Roma or others. All of them are remembered today.

Butthis day we also remember the former concentration
camp survivors who died last year. Many of them had
been close friends of you and us, the members of staff
of the Memorial site.

[Among the names, Dr. Wagner mentioned also our
Israeli members: Rachel Londner, Sara Shmuelewicz,
Feiwel-Shraga Podeh, Rivka-Regina Bacia
(Kuperberg), Miriam Akavia (Matylda Weinfeld),
Asriel ,,Pise™ Zimche (Ernst Zimche) and Riwka
Michnowski.]
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Ceremony at the

The last ceremony on April 26th 2015 commemorating
the 70th anniversary of the liberation of Bergen-Belsen
concentration camp by British Forces, was held at the
DP camp cemetery.

A Service of Remembrance was performed by different
Rabbies from the British Army stationed at Hohne
Station, Garrison. A moment of silence and laying of
memorial wreaths followed. For the British Army it
was also a farewell ceremony as they are leaving this
base and returning to Britain. Dr. Jens Wagner warmly
welcomed all those who came to take part in this moving
moment. A British Colonel put down the British Flag and
folded it. The ceremony ended with the Piper’s lament.
“The Holocaust did not end at liberation’” Menachem
Rosensaft said at the ceremony. We bring here some of

his speech.

-l = EN
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Menachem Rosensaft speaking. In the back: Dr. Wagne
and British officers

MENACHEM Z. ROSENSAFT

This coming Friday, May 1, it will be 67 years since I
was born at the Glyn Hughes Hospital in the Displaced
Persons camp of Bergen-Belsen. It is, therefore, a
unique and most profound privilege for me to stand here
today at the cemetery inside the former DP camp where
approximately 4,500 victims of the Holocaust who died in
the weeks and months after their liberation lie buried.

This cemetery is proof — if proof is needed — that the
Holocaust did not end at Bergen-Belsen on April 15,
1945. When British troops entered the camp that day,
they found, in the words of Lieutenant Colonel M. W.
Gonin, the commanding officer of the 11th Light Field
Ambulance, “at least 20,000 sick suffering from the
most virulent diseases known to man, all of whom
required urgent hospital treatment and 30,000 men and
women who might die if they were not treated, but who
certainly would die if they were not fed and removed
from the horror camp.”

Within a few days following the liberation, Brigadier H.
L. Glyn-Hughes, the deputy director of medical services
of the British Army of the Rhine, appointed my mother,
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Mnw? mw 70 a1 ponw nnaa ra
Stamps issued on 70th anniversary of Liberation

~nesoae 70
70 Years of Liberation

064181

NUYSDN NN NAK
SxaEra 1P2-1202
1945-2015
The Organization of
Bergen-Belsen Survivors
in Israel

April 2015 n"yn "X

A special issue of Israeli stamps, commemorating 70
years of the liberation of Bergen-Belsen concentration
camp, was presented to the President of Germany Joachim
Gauck, by second generation, Jochi Ritz-Olewski, who
was born at the Glyn-Hughes Hospital in the Displaced
Persons camp of Bergen-Belsen.

The stamps were presented to President Gauck at the
ceremony in the Bergen-Belsen former camp site, on
April 26, 2015.
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government representative, before you
were even prepared to return to Germany.

I am grateful that you decided to come.
You are actively involved in your camps’
survivors committees, and speak up for the
interests of the former inmates. You are
actively involved in keeping the memory of
the pain and suffering alive, to ensure that
the Nazis’ crimes and evil deeds, their reign
of terror and their frenzy of destruction, do
not vanish from the world’s consciousness,
and in order to show goodwill to those born
thereafter, to reach out in reconciliation to
subsequent generations in Germany.
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I am thus grateful to be permitted to
meet you today, to be able to share a
meal with you, to talk to each other, and
to look each other in the eye.

It is good to fight evil whenever you
can, with all permitted means at your
disposal. But it is even better to banish
evil by utilizing the forces of good, the
good that is within us: the power of
mercy, of goodwill, of magnanimity.

With this in mind, allow me to say once
again just how very welcome you are
here in Schloss Bellevue!
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Speech hy Federal President Joachim Gauck at the luncheon with representatives
of concentration camp committees at Schloss Bellevue on 2 July 2015

Ladies and gentlemen,

[ am very happy that you, former inmates of German
concentration camps, are my guests this lunchtime. No,
it’s more than that: I am profoundly moved by your
acceptance of my invitation, and by the fact that I am
able to welcome you here. Of all the encounters here in
Schloss Bellevue, this one is particularly momentous.

During the Nazi dictatorship, you were brutally and
violently separated from your loved ones and torn from
your normal lives by acts of sheer tyranny. You were
the disenfranchised in the SS’s empire of camps where
dignity, decency and rights were trodden underfoot. It
took a lot of luck to survive in this world, for whoever
entered this empire was in effect doomed

to die. i

The names of the camps in which you
were held - and from which you were
only liberated because the Allied armies
left the German Reich no option but
unconditional surrender - these names
will forever be names of disgrace for us
Germans. These names embody a guilt
that brings duties and responsibilities,
even to those born after the events and
those who are innocent of the crimes.
Auschwitz, Buchenwald, Bergen-
Belsen, Ravensbriick, Mittelbau-Dora,
Sachsenhausen, Dachau, Flossenbiirg,
Neuengamme.

We will never forget these and other
places of terror, whose names stand for
hell on Earth. But they should not be
remembered simply for the suffering of
the past. They should also be viewed as
charging us and our descendants with a
mission - not to allow anything like this
to ever happen again.

The Nazis’ reign of terror began in Germany, targeting
sections of the German population. It then brought war

23 Our Voice Bulletin No. 10
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and violence, persecution and destruction to almost
all of Europe. You, ladies and gentlemen, knew and
felt the true nature of their murderous ideology: Their
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exclusion of everyone who was considered different, the
subjugation of the weaker, the disenfranchisement of
everyone who did not meet their ideas of what a normal,
healthy, supposedly German or so-called “Aryan’ person
should be, because they were Jewish, or Sinti and Roma,
or disabled or homosexual, or Communist, or Social
Democrat, or because they were a devout Christian, a
priest, monk or nun, or a supposedly inferior Slav, or
because they had the audacity to ask just once if all of
this was really right - the arrests, the persecution, the
war...

National Socialism meant the exclusion and
disenfranchisement and ultimately the destruction of
everybody who was not able or willing, or not considered
worthy, to become a new person in the Nazi mould. These
people were considered and labeled subhuman, their lives
were worth nothing.

The fact that we are here together today, that you have
come, seventy years after the war and the liberation of
the camps, that is not self-evident, not even after all this
time. For some of you, it was a long road to travel before
you were willing to have anything to do with a German
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Historic Handshake nmvo=@ 1 nx'nY

The picture which symbolizes
more than anything the peak of
the events commemorating 70
years of the liberation of Bergen-
Belsen concentration camp:

Ariel Yahalomi (Dimant), a survivor of Bergen-Belsen
and Chairman of the Organization of Survivors of Bergen-
Belsen in Israel, shakes hands with Joachim Gauck, the
President of Germany. This handshake came after 70
years - a generation. 70 years ago no one could imagine
such a meeting, as the Nazis looked at Jews only through
the barrel of a gun. This handshake took place on April
26, 2015 at the main ceremony of the 70th anniversary
of the liberation of Bergen-Belsen, near the memorial at
the former camp site.
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