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Editorial

Dear Friends,

The seventh issue of “Our Voice” - “Unzer Sztyme” is
published a few days before Hanukkah. The fifth issue
of the original “Unzer Sztyme’” was also published on
Hanukkah, exactly 68 years ago, on
29/11/1945 - as you can see on the back
cover of this magazine.

Hanukkah celebration is a “Festival of
Light”” indicating the great victory of the
Jews over the Greeks in ancient times.
“Ness Gadol Haya Poh” — “A Great
Miracle Happened Here” as the tiny jug
of oil surprisingly had enough oil to light
a big and bright light for eight days.

Our parents and all survivors experienced
personally a great miracle - not here but
there! Once again our enemies, this time
the Nazis, did not succeed to destroy
us! We rose from darkness to light, from the shadow of
death and sorrow - to new hopes and new beginnings in
our homeland. Every year we celebrate Hanukkah in a
big happening with all members of our organization. We
light candles and celebrate with our friends in a joyful
and merry party.

Yehiel Kadishai passed away last week. He was a dear
friend of the our Organization. His wife Esther was
liberated in Bergen-Belsen and he met her during his
first mission to the DP Camp after the war was over. We
pay our respect to Yehiel Kadishai’s memory in a special
article about him.

This time we focus on the stories of survivors of Jewish
Communities, who came to Bergen-Belsen from
Thessaloniki in Greece and from Libya in North Africa.
Hedva Perahia presents to the readers her new book
“This is Thessaloniki”, depicting the story of the Jews
of Thessaloniki who arrived at Auschwitz and Bergen-
Belsen. Literary Criticism of a new book “‘Benghazi -
Bergen-Belsen’ by Yossi Suchri opens up a glance at
new information, not known yet, to the history of Libyan
Jews who came to Bergen-Belsen. This new column of
Literary Criticism, by Sarah Golandski, will continue in
the next issues.

We would like to share with you all news we receive from
Germany on what is happening at the memorial center
in Bergen-Belsen. Dr. Habbo Knoch, Director of Lower
Saxony Memorials Foundation sends us directly up-to-
date reports from Belsen.

The fascinating story of the “Oldest Jew’ of Bergen-
Belsen, Josef “Jupp’’ Weiss, is presented by his grand-
daughter, Atara Tsahor-Dayan. Shraga Milstein tells us
about his memories from the House of Bergen-Belsen’s
Children Survivors in Sweden. Hanit Reiter-Gitler writes
about a special Autobiography of her father from her
personal perspective. This Newsletter is bigger than
usual and displays a variety of articles written by the
members of the organization.

I wish you all happy Hanukkah!! I hope you enjoy reading
this Newsletter, and we are waiting to get your articles
for the next issue.

Jochi Ritz-0lewski

7 1I'9'A 119w NP 2
2013 12723111 T"VWwn 31N




3

“Su3) ok #

1923-2013
™-

DV '0M2N N2XNND 7Y NIN 1946 ™1 .INI2 N2 TNON
NN 'WIN WYL YNANNT 2N DNWYI NG W DX
J1UXN2 INTT'Y0D 'WRN INWITT .NOITN 71V97 INNWAW
,1946 1202112 NNIN2 N0M2 NNMIW YIX'02 QNNWN
JN2XD J2NNYT DY NIWON21 XN Pl NNN2n2
IWIN 11200 O'TIN'D NNN20 [12IN2 019 0NNy 1722
NMoWNN 'T7 1"N2N W1 NWITE AN N91NIN2 YN
20 JIN2-aniw 1790 07IN ,1947 12009202 N'PT0'NN

.on

NoMWw ,*MY0IN” NA'0D2 NXIN 'NW'TP TN 1948 11D
NN .NXIN Pl 01V AN2NYT N'0DRITNN DYINN
1DW 90X 10T TUNND TWAN 2 PPRITI9D Q102 ORTRN
INWYTP QONNWA 7NN N W 7NN TWAND DWW 1270
TPON |20 1N qPINND AINPA |'2 000 10 '017'N2
N'w 21, 0NIT7'R2 1NN TITA2 'NWITE X0 7NN nalho
Nww NRNIM 197 NINRNN No1PN21 “WTP” UX2N2 02
INWTP PYUTIN 'RINTD TIDM0 NTwWNnb 22 QX Dy .0'n'Wn

JIMINMI0DN'BN 1NTWN2 ININ WRWY

N0 NIN'NN NVIAN NV'0 1TRY NNl 1964 Mw)
NI NI .NVINN WNT L2 0NN W92 11091 N1Wa TNDI
IWIND INTIVY 1901 1977 1900 NN IN'N VX', 1017792 ININ
1T'X7 TRYW ,ITIO WIN,|PNAI 1100 .07WNNn WNY ndwY

Moo N nivwa

AWND .1J0'0I2T INT W INNIWN2 INWATP U0 1N '
21NN 2002-2 'JJOI'VIRT 1TON W NIPInn NIN NN 7217
NTRN J1'VA L, NM2V0 ARPNN 1Y - (1'UAD 1ININ N
VIWoN |IXIN ,0"1'ownn NN 20 Yw oW TN
NININ [N NNN 71DW 010 Y2IN 12XIND 'Woln 0y nirn
"woin 0V NI 'wolIn oy NnirnYt Loy Nt L nernY on

., 0MWIAT (IR YIN - 1IXOND

DTN 2NIN,ON 271 TN NRW VU2 WIN A CNWITE INe e
2NIN ,DDN1 VX ,'N'ODINT 'WIN MW 1v2 ,NiM2Y Nl
NTNN DYUN

N2 1T e

PO27IN-YM DI

Our Voice Bulletin No. 7
November 2013

WP YNNI oo

211 NMWNY MU paXa T

onan W 12'n' T OAININN 1NDWY WK INWITE NN
.16.11.2013 DI"2 IN71W7 7170 ,]"22

AN - NTAMI2N WIND - NINTL|T122 NNNNWN INWN 110N
AMWIINDYT NI 2 T2 NAIN

VN MW NNIN2L MW 90 11947 |'M192 T3 'NW'TP INRY
INI'N2 ,1940 NW2I 1M1V 1“0 AN 2 INw! yang
Tawn 12 7NNn Ny atw 9tXNT Omann XN 17 2
D'TND NP2TN2 'NWTE POV 7N N Yw aion
Dy .0'N17' WIv'2 TaV ANSWRN ND197 2NN
NIw2 DNXN YWY 10720 1EM9NA DI9IEN NINDTINN
n'w ApNYRn q10 TVI '0M20 N2XT 0U"IND NI 1942
TX7) DIXN2I YIN2 O"0N2 NIANN2 A1'DW TPoN2

(1°XN2 nnannnn 1w
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A Virtual Reconstruction of Bergen-Belsen:
New Approaches at the Memorial

Dr. Habbo Knoch

After the liberation in April
1945, most of the former
Bergen-Belsen camp was
destroyed, first by the British
Army, then by the Germans.
Since then, mass graves and
a designed landscape have
dominated the place. Visitors
were not able to grasp the
historical topography of the
camp. A substantial part of the
historical camp site was not
part of the Memorial, though
in the 1990s, excavations have discovered remains of
huts and other buildings.

An important part of the redesign of Bergen-Belsen
Memorial since 2000 was, thus, to develop the area of the
former camp site into an integral part of the Memorial.
The first step was some intensive research. It discovered
numerous sources and led to an improved knowledge how
the site developed between 1939 and 1945. Thus, within
the exhibition of the new museum a section informs about
the topographical development.

The second step was a redesign of the historical part of
the camp site itself. While the area of the memorials and
mass graves was left untouched, within the rest of the
former camp the areas of former borders, sections and
main roads were represented by aisles and free spaces
within the wood land which has grown there since 1945.
In 2011 this part of the overall redesign was finished
by adding information pillars and models at numerous
points of the historical area, in particular at sites of
excavation or particular importance for the history of
the camp.

Nevertheless, it is still difficult to grasp localities,
dimensions, and structures of the former camp site. At
the same time, the spatial dimension of Bergen-Belsen is
of growing importance for education and information.

When a few years ago, Prof. Paul Verschure from the
Pompeu Fabra University at Barcelona suggested to us
to collaborate on a project for a virtual reconstruction of
the camp we were keen to share this idea. Paul Verschure
is the grand-son of a Dutch resistance fighter who died
at Bergen-Belsen; by profession, he is an expert in
psychology, cognitive systems, and interactive media.

Together we were able to develop a 3D-reconstruction
of Bergen-Belsen in September 1944. We presented it
to the public a few weeks before we commemorated the
sixtieth anniversary of the opening of Bergen-Belsen
Memorial in November 2012. Placed at the entrance
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of the current Memorial buildings outside the former
camp area, visitors were (and still are) able to get a
spatial impression of the historical camp for the first
time. Deliberately, it is an abstract kind of presenting
huts, fences, and other buildings though locations and
proportions are done as exact as possible.

Based on this model we went a step further: The idea
was to create a database which contains sources like
autobiographical notes, descriptions, drawings or
pictures which can be linked to specific historical sites of
the former camp. This database will be used for a number
of purposes in information, education and research.

In 2013, we started to develop one of these purposes
further:to combine reconstructionsandsourcesforatablet
application. Visitors should be made able to get detailed
information about the former structure of the camp and
about related information while they were walking on
the historical ground.
Technically, this was o
created as a tablet
application. By now,

visitors can lend an _

iPad which contains g

the application as
well as the sources
within an integrated
system. The system is |
GPS-based and offers
information relevant &
to the specific site
where the visitor is. Other localized sources in the vicinity
are presented as well, tours guided by the iPad are also
possible.

" e L

We hope to be able to enrich the database in the future
and to offer this technical device to all of our visitors
who are interested. In order to get more detailed
information about the camp we asked some survivors to
talk about their experience and knowledge in front of the
reconstructed model. It was very interesting for us to
learn how much information we received by these talks.
This is something we also want to continue.

Bergen-Belsen Memorial will start to cooperate with
other memorials and memorial museums to further
develop this approach. It is the first historical site where
visitors have the chance to discover reconstruction and
information on their own like this. For us, this entails a
number of perspectives to further develop the quality of
museum presentations at Bergen-Belsen as well as the
educational approach in order to keep the memory and
the knowledge alive for as long as possible.

Dr. Knoch is the Director of Lower Saxony Memorials
Foundation
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The children home for holocaust survivors from Bergen-
Belsen was initially located in Lovsatra near Taby
north of Stockholm (January 1946 - October 1946).
It then moved to villa Torekull in Billesholm (October
1946 - May 1947). In a letter dated 18.10.1946 my
grandfather wrote to his friend in Palestine about
villa Torekull: “It is a big and nice house. We have 47
children, good teachers and a guide from Palestine”.
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On June 24, 2013 a modest ceremony was held at Yad
Vashem in Jerusalem for dedicating a commemorative
plaque at the central archives of Yad Vashem, paying
homage to Rachel (Zelmanowicz) and Rafael Olewski,
survivors of Auschwitz and Bergen-Belsen.

Their children Jochi Ritz-Olewski and Arie Olewski took
part in the ceremony with their families. Yad Vashem was
represented by Mrs. Dorit Novak, CEO of Yad Vashem; Dr.
Haim Gertner, head of archives; Mrs. Lital Ber, Collections
Project Manager and senior employees.

Only two out of many amazing items from the collection
were presented at the ceremony to the audience: a personal
diary of Rafael Olewski, which accurately documented life
in Bergen-Belsen since Liberation Day on April 15, 1945,
and a huge photo album - one of many - that documents the
activities of the Organization of Bergen-Belsen survivors in
Israel.

In July 2012 the personal collection of Rachela and Rafael
Olewski, documenting the DP camp in Bergen-Belsen
in the British Zone in Germany and the activities of the
Organization of Bergen-Belsen survivors in Israel was
donated to Yad Vashem. Their collection was delivered by
their children Jochi Ritz-Olewski and Arie Olewski, and it
includes hundreds of rare documents and exhibits.

Raphael Olewski was born in 1914 in a small town
(M“Shtetle””) called Osieciny-Kujawski in Poland. He
managed to survive the Holocaust through the camps of
Buna-Monowitz, Auschwitz and Bergen-Belsen. After
liberation he was a prominent figure among the survivors of
Bergen-Belsen, active in rehabilitation of the cultural and
public life of Holocaust survivors in Germany. In Israel he
acted intensively to commemorate the Holocaust. He was
the legendary chairman of the Organization of Bergen-
Belsen survivors in Israel until his death. Rafael Olewski
wrote a fascinating autobiography named “The Tear” in
which he documented his Shtetle in Poland, the Holocaust
period, his liberation in Bergen-Belsen and later the time in
the DP camp. The book was published in Hebrew in 1983
and is soon to be published in German.

Rachel Olewski (Zelmanowicz) was born in 1921 in Bedzin,
Poland. During the Holocaust she was an inmate in Birkenau
and played the mandolin in the women’s orchestra of
Birkenau-Auschwitz. After her liberation in Bergen-Belsen,
alongside her husband she contributed to the rehabilitation
of survivors. After her death, her autobiography was
published by the name “'Crying is forbidden here!”” where
she tells about the women’s orchestra in Auschwitz. This
testimony appeared in Hebrew and English and was sought
by researchers of Women and Music in the Holocaust
around the world.

The collection of Raphael and Rachel Olewski includes
original material, featuring information about Rafael
Olewski’s public and historical activities, his extensive
activity in the DP camp Bergen-Belsen in Germany and his
astonishing activity at the Organization of Bergen-Belsen
survivors in Israel.

Jochi Ritz-Olewski is Vice-Dean of Academic Studies
at the Open University, and voluntarily takes part in
the management of the Organization of Bergen-Belsen
Survivors in Israel, thus following her father. She represents
the Israeli Organization at the international Board of
Holocaust Memorials in Niedersachsen, Germany. Arie
Olewski, her brother, is the Manager of Special Projects
of the Israeli Philatelic Service. He acts as a volunteer in
the Organization’s management, and supports the contacts
with the city and the synagogue in Celle, Germany, near the
memorial site in Bergen-Belsen.
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